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Dear friends,
Every January we hold the annual meetings of our parish.
It’s an important time to come together as a parish community, to look back at the year we’ve just experienced, to
look ahead at our plans for the year to come. One of the
most important things we do is to elect the vestry of our
parish. So, you might be asking: just what does the vestry
do?
The cannons of our church define the role of the vestry in
one short sentence: to be agents and legal representatives
of the parish in all matters concerning corporate properties
and the relationship of the parish to its clergy. In other
words the vestry is legally responsible for the property and
finances of the parish. They have the responsibility of making sure we have adequate insurance, can pay our bills,
and they oversee the church’s bank accounts and investments. It’s worth noting that vestry members represent the
parish as a whole – no vestry member represents a specific
constituency.
However, in reality, the vestry does much more than this.
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Greetings

Greetings from Kate (cont’d)
They share with the rector the responsibility for the spiritual life of the parish
and the development of programs that further our mission goals. Thus, the vestry spends a lot of time talking about, what is the purpose of our church?
What is God calling us to do? How can we best do that in our context, given
the resources we have? The vestry identifies the goals of the parish, makes
and implements plans to reach them, assesses progress, and celebrates
achievements. As such the vestry is concerned with the “big picture” and,
when all is working well, the vestry doesn’t get bogged down in small details
but refers those out to the appropriate committees.
At Redeemer, each vestry member is also a liaison to a committee and helps
information flow from our many ministries to the vestry and back again. Vestry liaisons attend committee meetings to support, encourage, and share
what’s going on in the rest of the parish.
So what does this mean for you, if you are not planning on running for election to the vestry? First, it’s worth knowing what the vestry does so you can
make an informed vote on January 29th. I think the nominating committee has
recruited wonderful, talented, and spiritual grounded candidates who deserve your full consideration. Nominations from the floor are always open, as
well.
Second, if you have thoughts, ideas, or concerns about our parish life, you
should always feel free to talk to a vestry member. Their role includes helping
concerns get aired and making sure everyone is informed about the life of
our parish. Part of how we hear what God is calling us to do is by listening to
the hopes, concerns, and visions of the members of the parish, so your vestry
members always want to hear from you. Vestry meetings are also always
open to all, and the agendas and minutes are posted on the bulletin board
near the church office.
Thirdly, remember that serving on the vestry not always an easy task – it can
include a nail-biting time trying to balance the budget or figuring out what to
do about yet another leaky toilet or roof -- and our vestry members give a
lot to our church out of the goodness of their hearts. Please give them your
appreciation, and keep them in your prayers! And pray for our parish as we
gather to elect new members of our vestry on January 29th.
Peace,
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Special Service Sundays
Our next Special Service Sunday will be January 15 with the theme of Social
Justice in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend. Come for an interactive
sermon (what do you think the role of the church in the public forum should
be?) and special music that celebrates Christian witness for justice.
Children and youth are especially invited to the February Special Service
Sunday: Camp! Every summer many of our children join Rev. Kate and youth
from around the diocese for a week of fun and formation on Otter Lake at
the Barbara C. Harris Camp in New Hampshire. Worship at camp is full of
fun, energy, and great interactive music. Come to enjoy a little slice of Camp
right here at Redeemer on February 12 and meet our guest preacher, the
new Diocesan Youth Director (and longtime Camp staff member) Sam Gould.
Bring your llama fingers!

In the early Christian church, baptisms were only
celebrated once each year: at the Great Vigil of
Easter, the eve before Easter Day. It is still a very
special and important time to be baptized. This
service begins with a bonfire, continues with candlelight, and includes the re-dressing of the altar
that was stripped on Maundy Thursday. We then
celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter.
If you have a child to be baptized this spring, or are an adult interested in
baptism, please contact the clergy to begin to make arrangements for the
April 7 baptisms. Just as a reminder, in the Episcopal Church we do not celebrate baptisms during Lent, which this year is February 22 through April 6.
The next date for baptisms will be Pentecost, May 27.

Worship

Baptisms to be celebrated on April 7
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The Annual Meeting of
the Church of Our Redeemer
Sunday, January 29th
We will open with worship and the Report of the Rector-elect at the 9:30am
service. We’ll continue with brunch downstairs as we:
View our annual slideshow
Many thanks in advance to Seddon Beaty, James Surprenant and Mary Ucci,
who snap photos throughout the year and then sorts, crops, and arranges
them for us to view. Not to be missed!

Parish Life





Elect Vestry and Deanery Representatives



Nominate and elect a five-member Nominating Committee for 2012
positions. Are you interested in helping to identify candidates for vestry
next year? Do you know members of the parish that you’d like to see
serving on vestry? If so, please consider standing for election to the Nominating Committee! (Committee members cannot be nominated for any positions.)



Hear about our financial situation as we close out 2011 and look
ahead to 2012 with the budget presentation. Hopefully, you’ve made a
pledge commitment to support all that you hope can occur at Redeemer in
2012. Now it’s time to hear from the vestry about our plan for 2012.

All adult (age 16+) members of the congregation have a voice and a vote as
we celebrate the many gifts of our life together this past year and plans for
2012.
Childcare and an activity for children & youth aged 15 and younger will
be available.
Want to learn more about how things work at Redeemer, and prepare for
Annual Meeting? Read our by-laws, minutes from vestry meetings, and minutes
from previous Annual Meetings. All are available online at: www.ourredeemer.net/community_docs.htm
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Nominees for Annual Meeting Vote
Our nominating committee has completed their work and proposes the following slate of candidates for election at the Annual Meeting on January 29th.
Nominations from the floor are always accepted as well. Feel free to talk to
the candidates and ask any questions you need to decide about your vote on
January 29th.

In addition, the following vestry members continue to serve and are not
up for election this year:
2 Years remaining to serve: James Surprenant
1 Year remaining to serve: Susan Emanuel
1 Year remaining to serve: Robert Bettacchi
Deanery Representatives (1 year term):
1. Mary Ann Burnside (for re-election)
2. Mary Bicknell (for re-election)
3. Connie Parrish (for re-election)
4. Hao Doan
5. Jackie Potdevin
Respectfully submitted by the Nominating Committee,
Cassie Bowlby (chair) Charlie Coons, Linda Kukolich, Jessie Maeck, Sam Stevens, and Ellen Cosgrove (alternate)

Parish Life

Vestry:
Senior Warden (1 year term): George Murnaghan
Junior Warden (1 year term): Ian Fox
Treasurer (1 year term): Frank Kern
Clerk (1 year term): Paula Antonovitch
Vestry member at large (3 year term): Lance Conrad
Vestry member at large (3 year term): Tony Johnson
Vestry member at large (2 Years to fill Ian Fox’s remaining term): Jim Bradley
Youth Vestry member (sharing one position, 1 year term): Sarah Neumann
and Leah Mirani
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Adult Christian Formation aka Adult Forum
Our Adult Christian Formation programs inform us about issues and concerns
in our lives, our community and the world, AND help us consider how we
respond to those issues and concerns as faith-filled Christians.

Christian Formation

Adult Christian Formation meets Sundays from 10:50-11:50am, in the Great
Hall or the Meeting Room on the lower level. We invite ages 13-113 to join
us. Bring your coffee and a friend!
a thrill of HOPE
a thrill of HOPE provides a study of the Christmas story as told in the
gospels of Matthew and Luke, and accompanied by stunning artwork by
John August Swanson. The series continues through December and January.
Please bring your coffee and join us as you can, for one, some, or all of the
sessions.
January 1
January 8
January 15
January 22

No Christian Formation programs
Epiphany (Matthew 2:1-12)
Presentation in the Temple (Luke 2:21-40)
Flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15)

Committee Members needed
If you are interested in joining the Adult Christian Formation Committee to plan, sometimes create, and implement
Adult Christian Formation programs here at Redeemer,
please contact Sabeth. The current committee includes:
James Surprenant, Melissa Morgan, Ian Fox, Susan
Burkhardt, Sabeth Fitzgibbons.
Adult Christian Formation Contact Person: The Rev.
Sabeth Fitzgibbons (sabeth@our-redeemer.net ).

The Presentation
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Christian Formation – Children and Youth
Christian Formation News
Christian Formation for ages 3 through 12th grade is held on Sundays from
10:50-11:50am. Nursery care is available for infants and toddlers (through
age 4) from 8:30am-12noon so that parents can attend worship, Adult Christian Formation and fellowship time.
Sunday Evening Youth Group meets in the Great Hall from 5:30-7:15pm.
Youth in grades 8-12 are invited to join us for fellowship as we prepare and
eat dinner together.

Upcoming Dates to Remember
** We have Sunday School/Atrium every Sunday unless otherwise noted! **
January 1
No Christian Formation programs
January 8
Christian Formation programs resume on regular schedule
January 15
Sunday Morning Christian Formation classes meet
No Sunday Evening Youth Group
January 22
All Christian Formation programs meet on regular schedule
January 29
Children’s Program during Annual Meeting (after church)
Questions?
Age 3-5th grade – Evelyn Hausslein (ehausslein@rcn.com / 781-861-0378)
6th – 12th grade – the Rev. Sabeth Fitzgibbons (sabeth@our-redeemer.net)
Youth Group – Cathy Burns (hcburns@verizon.net / 978-663-5022)

Christian Formation

Registration Forms
All children and youth participating in Redeemer’s Christian formation programs, even just once, need a Registration Form on file. Please visit the appropriate page (Children, Youth) on Redeemer’s website (www.ourredeemer.net) to download a PDF file of the Registration Form you need.
Completed forms can be returned to the church office. Thank you!!
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Christian Formation

Christian Formation – Children and Youth (cont’d)
Annual Meeting – January 29
The Annual Meeting of the Parish is scheduled for Sunday, January 29 after
the 9:30am service. Brunch will be served. Nursery care will be available until 1:00pm, or until the end of the meeting. A supervised program will be
available for children ages 5-15. At age 16, youth become voting members
of the congregation and are expected to participate in the meeting.
Sign up NOW for Confirmation Preparation
Youth preparation for Confirmation begins in late February, with sign ups beginning in late January. Classes will be Sundays in Lent, from February 26
through April 1, with an all-day retreat on Saturday, April 21. The Confirmation service will be at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Boston on Saturday, April 28. To
find out more, contact the Rev. Sabeth Fitzgibbon (sabeth@our-redeemer.net).

Redeeming Knitters
“Redeeming Knitters will meet on Thursday, January 19th
at 7:30 pm in the Library. Bring yarn, needles and
ideas! Or, just bring yourself for getting started information. Any questions, please call Evelyn Hausslein, 781
-861-0378 or Susan Burkhardt, 781-899-8644. If the
Lexington Schools are closed on January 19, we will
meet instead on Thursday, January 26th, same time, same
place.
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Music News:

Coming up, in observance of Social Justice Sunday on January 15th, our choir
will sing "O God of Earth and Altar" - contemporary lyrics set to the Welsh
tune "Llangloffan." The Atrium Singers will join with the adult choir on January
22nd, and once again the Redeemer Adult choir will participate in the Lexington Choral Festival, to take place this year on January 29th at 3:00 at Hancock Church, with a preview anthem of Farrant's "Lord, for Thy tender Mercies'
sake" during the morning service.

*****

Music

Thank you to all parishioners who contributed their musical talents for Advent
and Christmas services: On December 4th our sopranos and altos welcomed
Alix O'Brien who taught us her a cappella group Random Chants' version of Lo!
How a Rose E'er Blooming for the morning anthem. To our Lessons and Carols
service that afternoon, we were joined by choristers Ian Fox, Katharine Mockett, Lori Martel, and Sarah Vogele. In our St. Nicholas service on Dec. 18th,
our young Atrium Singers prepared a Gloria and two songs honoring St.
Nicholas. For Christmas Eve special music, thanks go to guitarists Randy
Bowlby, Tom Pryce-Digby, Jamie Burnside, and Chris Neumann for the 3:45
carol-sing prelude. At the later service, we were glad to have bass Fred Bailey and soprano Chris Klostermann back in our adult choir, guest soprano Lisa
Correnti to sing Gesu Bambino and O Holy Night, and Sara Neumann on flute.
Again, many thanks to you all!!
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Mission Review
With the start of a new year comes contemplation and anticipation about
what the 12 months ahead will hold. We may make resolutions and commitments that we hope will better the world around us and ourselves.
In Mission, one of our principal goals is for all our members to give of themselves and to grow in faith through mission experiences. As we begin 2012,
we offer you a glimpse of the year ahead in Mission. We hope you will review the calendar now and will plan to support the causes that speak most directly to you and participate in activities that will deepen your relationship
with Christ and our connection to one another as a parish community.

Mission

At Church of our Redeemer, we currently have chosen to focus our mission
work on the wellbeing and education of children and on hunger and homelessness.
Ongoing Opportunities
Bristol Lodge – Each month parishioners prepare dinner for this soup
kitchen in Waltham that provides meals to over 60 people every day of
the year. Volunteers also will serve the meal. You may choose one
month to help or serve as a leader for this service, helping to organize
the volunteers each month.
Lexington Food Panty, “Item of the Month” – Read Redeemer’s weekly e
-newsletter to learn the food item needed each month. Please consider
making this small contribution part of your monthly (or weekly) routine!
You can drop the food item off in the bin located in the side stairwell at
church.
The Year in Review
January - March
Consider whether you would like to join Redeemer’s team traveling to El
Hogar Agricultural School in July. The group meetings start in February
and you’ll need to make a commitment by March.
Daffodil Days! Support the American Cancer Society, which sponsors this
fundraiser, by ordering daffodils that can be picked up in March. The
first of the season!
Don’t forget to bring your “item of the month” for the Food Pantry!
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Mission review (cont’d)

July – August
Pick up your shovels and hoses to help tend gardens for others. We are
members of the Lexington Interfaith Garden and have our own Giving
Garden shepherds. What a wonderful opportunity to help offer fresh
herbs and vegetables to those in need!
Our El Hogar team will venture to Honduras! Donate items that volunteers
can take with them on their trip. We get a list of requested items from
the school each summer.
Don’t forget to bring your “item of the month” for the Food Pantry! Donations go down in the summer, but the need remains high.
September – December
Back to school! Our in-gathering supports Esperanza Academy with
“Everything but the Teacher” bags. Support Esperanza as they prepare
for another school year.
Another opportunity to work and contribute to Habitat for Humanity. Pick
up your hammer and be ready to connect with others.

Mission

April - June
Patriot’s Day Pancake Breakfast - Join your fellow parishioners to prepare
and serve pancakes to all the folks in town for the Patriot’s Day reenactment. A great opportunity for fun and camaraderie for a good
cause. All proceeds to go the Lexington Food Pantry.
Each Lent our in-gathering supports The Grow Clinic with “Everything but
the Baby” bags. We hope to refill the cupboards, which have been depleted over the winter after the holidays. Fill up a bag with essentials
like diapers, sippy cups, and vitamins.
Join the children in the Atrium as they take to the bike path to sell lemonade to raise money for a worth cause. The children also will plant the
first seeds in the Giving
Garden, which will be harvested for the Food Pantry and Bristol Lodge
throughout the summer.
In June, we focus our efforts on Habitat for Humanity. Connect with others
as you pick up hammers and paintbrushes to build a home for a family
in need. We also will do an in-gathering in church, where you will have
the opportunity to make a cash donation to Habitat.

Page 12

REDEEMING FEATURES

January 2012

Mission review (cont’d)
Join others in the Redeemer community to help give the families of the
Grow Clinic in Boston a happy holiday party. There are many opportunities to contribute: bake cookies, wrap gifts, knit hats, and volunteer
at the party! A wonderful celebration of the holiday season.
Mission offerings in December also will be donated to the Grow Clinic. At
our Christmas services you also have the opportunity to give children’s
books, mittens and gloves to support these children and families.
The Redeemer community also contributes to the Jubilee Ministries for AIDS in
Africa through the Diocese and Alewife Deanery programs.

Mission

While this offers just a brief overview of a year with Mission at Redeemer,
we hope it will inspire you to learn more and think about the ways in which
you would like to be involved in the new year.
Feel free to contact Chris Needham at 781-862-0591 or
cneedham@seguinpartners.com or Sarah Conrad at 781-538-5069 or
sritchie42@hotmail.com with any questions.
We offer special thanks to our new Mission leaders!
The gifts of your time and talents are greatly appreciated.
Patriot’s Day Breakfast: Sam Stevens, Charlie Coons, & Hao Doan
Bristol Lodge Ministry: Kathleen Mirani & Shoba Reginald
Giving Garden: James Surprenant & Donna Moultrup will join Kathy Mockett

Grow Clinic Holiday Party Photos
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Grow Clinic Holiday Party Photos

.

Mission
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Diocese Convention Update
Kate, Sabeth and I joined hundreds of other Episcopalians at the Cathedral
Church of St. Paul on November 4-5 to take up the annual business of the
Diocese of Massachusetts. This year’s convention also included two special
events: a big farewell to Bishop Bud Cederholm as he retired after 30 years
of ministry (nearly 11 of them as bishop), and the official kick-off of a diocesan fundraising campaign.

Diocese News

Convention approved the proposed diocesan budget for 2012, which was
characterized as reflecting more of an increase in transparency than in
spending. (You can view the 2012 Budget Summary at www.diomass.org.)
Resolutions approved included
 a change to the canons regarding which organization has oversight
matters pertaining to the compensation and benefits of lay and ordained employees. That responsibility was transferred from the Commission on Ministry to the Diocesan Council.


a resolution concerning guidelines for minimum clergy compensation that
also reiterated the definition of Total Clergy Compensation components.



an amended resolution that encourages all congregations to become
aware of issues that face the elderly and makes suggestions for specific
elder ministry actions.

The convention program also included the official public launch of “Together
Now”, which is the diocese’s $20-million fundraising campaign for an array
of diocesan initiatives for building up congregational life through mission,
stewardship and collaboration. The campaign will fund initiatives in five areas: $2 million as a tithe for global mission work; $2 million for environmental stewardship through “green” grants and loans; $4.5 million to create
regional “mission hubs” and a mission institute (the latter is a collaboration
between Episcopal City Mission and Episcopal Divinity School); $7.5 million
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Diocese Convention Update (continued)
for ongoing and expanded ministry programs with children, youth and young
adults; and $4 million for renovations to the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in
Boston. We will all be hearing more about this campaign in the months
ahead.

.

The closing Eucharist on Saturday was a very moving service
that also marked the official end of Bishop Bud’s full-time ministry. The offering collected at that service is going toward
renovating the lake house at the Barbara Harris camp into an
energy-efficient retreat and sabbatical residence for clergy,
to be named in his honor.

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial
relationships, so that we may live deep within our hearts.
May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that we may work for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection,
starvation and war, so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them and
turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a
difference in this world, so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
Amen.
Connie Parrish, Senior Warden and Diocesan Convention Delegate

Diocese News

Bishop Bud closed the service with the blessing we used on Mission Sunday
(11/19). It summed up the theme of his ministry, as well as the theme of the
diocese’s convention and fundraising campaign.

`

Calendar
January

Date

Event Details

Sunday

1

Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday

2
3, 10, 17, 24, 31
3

Wednesday

4

Thursday
Saturday

5
7

Sunday

8

8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II
No Christian Formation or Nursery Care.
Office Closed
7:00pm - EfM Class
7:30pm - Stewardship Committee meeting
7:00pm - J2A Parent Meeting
7:30pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal
3:00pm - Brookhaven Epiphany Service
9:00am - Liturgy Team Meeting
8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
8:30 - 9:15am - Choir Rehearsal
9:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II, w/ Holy Baptisms
10:45am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: A thrill of Hope: Epiphany
11:30am - Alewife Deanery Clericus
7:30pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal
8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
8:30 - 9:15am - Choir Rehearsal
9:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:45am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: A thrill of Hope: The Presentation
7:30pm - Finance Committee Meeting
7:30pm - Vestry Meeting
7:30pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm - Redeeming Knitters Group
8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
8:30 - 9:15am - Choir Rehearsal
9:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:45am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: A thrill of Hope: Flight Into Egypt
12:00noon - Worship Committee Meeting
1:30pm - Cook for Bristol Lodge
7:30pm - Mission Committee meeting

Tuesday
Wednesday

10
11

Sunday

15

Monday

16

Wednesday

18

Thursday

19

Sunday

22

Monday

23

Wednesday

25

7:30pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sunday

29

8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
8:30 - 9:15am - Choir Rehearsal
9:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II and Annual Meeting
10:00am - All Parish Breakfast
No Christian Formation
3:00pm - Lexington Chorale Festival, Hancock Church

Monday

30

7:30pm - Property Committee Meeting

Please send all announcements by email to office@our-redeemer.net or for those without email, call or send to
the church office, with “RF” clearly marked.
The monthly deadline for all Redeeming Features submissions is the 15th of the Month.

