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Issue 3

Greetings from Rev. Andrew Goldhor"

"

Dear Redeemer Family,
I think for many of us the season of Lent has come very suddenly
this year. It seems like Christmas day is only a few weeks behind
us, yet we are only days away from entering into the holy days of
Lent, which leads to our great feast on Easter Sunday. The prayer
book liturgy for Ash Wednesday invites all of us to the “observance
of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer,
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s
holy Word.” We repent our sins, and we mark ourselves with ashes
to recall that we are mortal, made of dust, and that we are God’s
people.
As we enter Lent many of us will consider what Lenten disciplines
we may undertake. Often this takes the form of giving something
up for Lent, such as meat or alcohol or TV. I want to recommend
that we consider taking up positive actions as much as we practice
the self-denial aspects. The self-denial can be good spiritual
practice, reminding us of Jesus’ own temptations in the wilderness
after his baptism, but they alone or unexamined may not bring us
into a deeper relationship with God. However, by taking on new or
more intentional practices of prayer, of reading and thinking
about scripture or other holy materials, we can be in relationship
with God in profound ways that make this season essential to our
faith journeys.
(continued on page 2)
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Greetings from Rev. Andrew (continued)"
One opportunity to embrace a new spiritual practice for Lent is the
Daily Office Challenge, which the rector has outlined in a flyer that
is available at church. There are traditional Book of Common
Prayer possibilities, booklet and other hardcopy ways to engage
with the traditional material, new forms from the Episcopal
Enriching Our Worship materials, Kindle options, the website
dailyoffice.org, podcasts, family friendly materials and more. I also
encourage you to think about where and when you experience
God, and to embrace those places in your life. If you find God in
nature, make time to go for a walk. If you find God in the faces of
your children or your spouse, dedicate time on a regular basis to
being with them without the normal distractions. In all of these
ways, we draw close to God, and make space in our hearts to enter
into the path that Jesus walked in his earthly ministry.
I look forward to walking together through this sacred time.
Peace,

Andrew

!

Did you miss the slide show!
at annual meeting?!

You can download a copy of the Powerpoint file for the
Redeemer Year In Review slide shows for 2011, 2012
and 2013 online at:
http://tinyurl.com/COOR-SlideShows

INTRODUCING!
the NEW!

Redeeming Features!

!

You are reading the first edition of the new Redeeming
Features.

!Our

new Communications
Committee has been working
hard to evaluate all the tools at
our disposal to share news and
information about our faith
community.

!Along

with our soon-to-be
released new website we have
decided to give our monthly
newsletter an update in terms
of both layout and content.

!It is our aim to bring you more

in-depth news about what is
happening at Redeemer and
what is coming up. We hope to
bring new monthly features
such as a Parishioner Profile
and more news from our varied
ministries.

!We are looking for volunteers to

help write features and we
always welcome photographs
taken at various Redeemer
events. We also look for your
feedback.

!P l e a s e

drop us a line at
RF@our-redeemer.net.

Spring Ahead!
A reminder that on Saturday night,
March 9, you should turn your clocks
one hour ahead …!

so you aren’t late for church!
Redeeming Features
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Lent 2014

!

!

This Lent Take the Daily Office Challenge!!

!

The challenge is to spend 20 minutes a day during Lent praying the Daily Office. Prayer is the most
important part of our relationship with God. However, not all of us have figured out how to make it
part of our daily life. Take the challenge to change that this Lent. Doing it together, we can support
each other and share this Lenten journey.

!

What is the Daily Office?
It is simply the traditional Morning and Evening Prayer of the Episcopal Church, as found in the
Book of Common Prayer. Basically, it is reading a daily portion of scripture and praying for about 20
minutes.

!

I can’t possibly pray every day! How do I do this?
The most important thing is to have a TIME and a PLACE. Set aside 20 minutes of each day, at the
same time (maybe after your second cup of coffee, or just before bed). Then set aside a place in your
home, office, or even your car. Decorate it (a cross? a candle?) or make it a special space in some
way. Then, at your scheduled TIME, go to your prayer PLACE and pray. Without setting aside a time
and place, it’s much harder to develop the habit. You will probably find, as countless others have,
that when you take the time to pray the rest of the day goes more smoothly and life becomes less
hectic.

!

How do you pray the Daily Office?
There are so many ways to do it! Here are some options:

!

Easy-Peasy
Phyllis Tickle’s Divine Office books. These books have a one-page service for each daily office,
including prayers and scripture. Volume III/Springtime covers Lent and Easter, or use the Pocket
Edition. Available from any bookstore.
Forward Day by Day This small booklet is a favorite of many longtime parishioners. Copies are
available on the literature tables in church. Includes scripture citations for the day and a short
meditation.

!

Hard Core
Do it the old fashioned way: use the Book of Common Prayer. Scripture lessons for the day are in the
back of the BCP. This involves lots of page turning (and a separate Bible) so come to the March 8
mini-retreat to learn more, or watch for more information on Rev. Kate’s blog in Lent.

!

Really Hard Core
If you are already comfortable with using the Book of Common Prayer, try the new Episcopal
Enriching our Worship, with new canticles and collects.
The St. Helena’s Breviary was developed by a community of Episcopal nuns to be a more genderneutral version of the Daily Office. Available online or see Kate for these resources.

Redeeming Features
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Lent 2014!

The Daily Office Challenge, continued.!

!

Digital Native
By far the easiest way to pray the Episcopal Daily Office is online at www.dailyoffice.org. Bookmark
the page and go to it daily! Also available as a Kindle blog.
If you are a Kindle user, buy Eric Simmon's Daily Office Rite II Morning and Evening Prayers
Advent Sunday 2013 to Advent Sunday 2014 from the Kindle Store.
Or listen to the podcast Pray as you Go http://www.pray-as-you-go.org/home/ or download from
the iTunes store
Mission St. Clare offers iPhone and Android apps called “The Daily Office from Mission St. Clare”

!

With Kids
Daily Devotions for Individuals and Families was made for you. These are simple, repetitive, onepage prayers, perfect before dinner. Find them on pages 137-140 in the Book of Common Prayer.
The Anglican Family Prayer Book is a collection of prayers and resources from the BCP and
elsewhere, by Rev. Anne Kitch, an Episcopal priest and mom.
Read together Bible Stories for the 40 Days by Melissa Musick Nussbaum. This amazing illustrated
story book has one story for each of the 40 days. From Adam and Eve to Jesus, they tell the
overarching story of God’s unconditional love for humanity. Make it your bedtime book for Lent.
$13.50 from amazon.com

www.
dailyoffice

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES!
for Praying the Daily Office

.org

Redeeming Features
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Lent 2014!

Preparing for Easter!

Eucharist II, with hymns. Andrew will be
preaching.

Lent begins Ash
Wednesday, March 5.
Originating in the early
days of the Church as a
preparatory time for Easter,
Lent is the time to reflect
and stock on our role in the
world and the nature of our
lives.
There are many individual approaches to
renewal and self-reflection, including: fasting,
praying, reading the Bible or an inspirational
book, taking on a service or mission project, or
finding more time for silence and solitude.

Redeemer will have a weekday Eucharist at
noon on Wednesdays during Lent. Andrew and
Kate will be leading the worship services and
preaching alternate weeks.

!

!

During Lent, Kate is challenging everyone to
pray for 20 minutes a day using the Daily
Office (See page 3. )

!

Most Christians begin their Lenten observance
with participation in one of the Ash
Wednesday services. Redeemer will hold Ash
Wednesday services with the disposition of
ashes at: 12:00 p.m. The Ash Wednesday
Liturgy & Holy Eucharist II, no music 7:30
p.m. The Ash Wednesday Liturgy & Holy

!
!
!

Lenten Mini-Retreat
March 8th at Redeemer

Want to get your Lenten journey off to a good
start? Want a morning just for yourself to be
quiet, be with God, and have some time to
reflect and pray? Want to learn more about the
Daily Office so you can participate in the Daily
Office Challenge?

!

Rev. Kate will lead a Lenten mini-retreat on
Saturday March 8th from 9:00am to 11:30am
at Redeemer in the Meeting Room. Our retreat
time will focus around practical ideas for how
to make time for daily prayer in our life, and
we'll experiment with different ways to pray
the Daily Office. There will also be quiet time
for personal contemplation. Please RSVP to
Rev. Kate by March 2.

•Holy Week & Easter
Coming in April to
•Remembering Bob Blue
Redeeming •Meet Kathy Mockett
•Giving Garden News
Features
•and much much more!

!

Coming Tuesday April 1st!
Redeeming Features
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Lent 2014!

!

!
Join Us For

!
!

Noon Day Eucharist
!

EachWednesday
During Lent
!!

SUNDAY MARCH 23, 2014

Praying for healing from physical illness,
especially the practice of laying on of hands,
is an ancient part of Christian tradition,
reaching back to Biblical times.

Starts March 12th

!

The Christian practice of healing prayer says
something important: that we are integrated
people, body and soul, and that God cares
about our bodies as well as our souls. Healing
may not always come in the ways we expect,
but from a religious perspective the issue is
not so much cure but wholeness, the
wholeness that God passionately desires for
us, body, mind, and spirit.

!

As we seek to be closer to God in Lent,
getting ready for Easter by mending and
nurturing our relationship with God, it’s a
particularly good time to seek God’s healing,
to let ourselves be mended and nurtured by
God.

!

Our worship on Sunday, March 23 will focus
on God's healing power, and all are invited to
come forward and receive the laying on of
hands for healing. Whether you feel in need
of physical healing, emotional healing, or just
relief from stress or anxiety, God’s healing is
for you.

!

We don’t always know or understand the
ways that healing works in us, but countless
Christians can witness to the healing power
of God’s love.
Redeeming Features
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!
Donate Food Staples!

!

!

March Food of the Month

Canned and Dried Beans!

!

bags & 15 oz. cans!

Each month the Lexington Interfaith Food
Pantry asks all participating congregations
for donations of one of their 12 staple
items. They ask for specific sizes so each
family gets an equal share. Please drop
off your donations in the baskets at church
entrances. !

!

Visit the website to learn more:
www.lexingtonfoodpantry.wordpress.com. !

!

Thank you!

www.our-redeemer.net

Adult Formation News!
Our Adult Christian Formation programs
inform us about issues and concerns in our
lives, our community and the world, AND help
us consider how we respond to those issues and
concerns as faith-filled Christians.

!

Our Lenten Series this year is titled Aging and
Dying. As we approach a season that begins
with Ash Wednesday, when we remember our
mortality and our creation out of the dust of the
earth, our adult formation seeks to examine the
process of aging, and the act of dying, and how
we interact with these difficult realities.

!

Our own Michael Bousquet will help facilitate
the forum on hospice care, speaking from his
experience as a hospital chaplain. We will
discuss practical dimensions of medical care
and financial planning with professionals, as
well as the emotional and spiritual aspects of
what it means to care for our parents as they
age, and how we prepare ourselves for death.

!

Our series concludes on April 6 with a forum
facilitated by the clergy, dealing with funeral
planning. Our funeral rite in the Episcopal
Church is an echo of Easter, a service which
marks the life of the individual Christian that
persists even after death, made possible
through Jesus Christ’s victory over death that
we celebrate on Easter day.

!

Adult Christian Formation meets Sundays from
10:50-11:50am, in the Great Hall. We invite
ages 13-113 to join us. Here’s what is coming up
in Adult Formation - bring your coffee and a
friend!

March 9 (Mission Sunday): Bernadette Colley
Our director of music, Dr. Bernadette Colley,
will speak about her recent travels in South
Africa. This trip was part of a larger effort
throughout the diocese of Massachusetts to
strengthen our partnerships with mission work
being done in South Africa. Bernadette will also
describe the incredible musical experience of
touring with musicians from around the world.

!

March 16: Aging and Dying part I – Caring
for Aging Parents

!
March 23: Aging and Dying part II – Hospice
!

March 30: Aging and Dying part III – Legal
Aspects of Aging

!

April 6: Aging and Dying part IV – Funeral
Planning

!

In the coming months Adult Formation will
feature forums touching on important topics
such as Advocacy, Farming and food, Creation
Care and more conversation with members of
the Realizing Our Vision team. If you have
input about Adult Christian Formation topics
or themes, please contact a member of the
Committee (Ian Fox, Susan Burkhardt, Jed
Geyerhahn, Mary Etta King).

!

Adult Christian Formation Contact Person:
The Rev. Andrew Goldhor
andrew@our-redeemer.net

!

March 2: Realizing Our Vision Team
The members of the parish group working on
the potential capital campaign will present the
results of the feasibility study undertaken with
the assistance of our consultant Leslie. Please
join us as we discern how we will move forward
in this important stage of our communal life.

!

Redeeming Features
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Music News!

!

Thanks to Redeemer members who supported our choir by attending the recent Lexington Choral
Festival, a lovely celebratory event within Lexington's faith communities. The nine participating
choirs presented an interesting and varied range of sacred song (each 2 short selections), including
some sing-alongs. We closed the program en masse singing Cesar Franck's rousing rendition of
Psalm 150 "O praise ye the Lord" for choir and organ. St. Brigid's sanctuary provided a great space
for the occasion, and the Redeemer folk who attended were also able to check out the recent
fellowship hall renovations there, and discuss the process with St. Brigid's members!

!

Bernadette returned from her three and a half
weeks in South Africa renewed and enriched,
and will give presentation on her music and
mission trip during Adult Forum on March 9th.

!

Coming up this month, and next...the Atrium
Singers will sing on Sunday morning March
16th ... and our adult choir is busily preparing
for yet another community engagement - this
time a joint musical venture "Life's Journeys"
with the chorus at Brookhaven-at-Lexington
retirement community, conducted by Dot
Didomenico.

!

On Sunday, April 5th, the Brookhaven Chorus
Bernadette with boys in the Bakome Village in the
joins Redeemer singers to present three choral
Limpopo Province on January 20. Bernadette did
works by John Ylvsaker, Gabriel Faure, and home-stays there and taught the boys the hokeyRandall Thompson during our 9:30 service. pokey - which they loved!
The following day, on Monday evening April
6th 7:30-8:30 p.m., we travel to Brookhaven to
present a concert of music celebrating the life cycle from birth to death. Proceeding from "Protection
and Care" to "Connection and Relationships", "Introspection and Faith", "Vocation and Work", and
finally, "Repose and Legacy", the
musical selections on the Monday
night program include varied sacred
and secular repertoire ranging from
classical to Broadway, and a few
sing-along opportunities. The public
is invited, so please come!

!

Redeemer’s Choir at the Lexington Choral Festival at St. Brigid’s
Church in Lexington.

Redeeming Features
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Lastly, it's not too early to think
about joining the choir for any of the
special services for Holy Week and
Easter. Interested singers are
welcomed to join us at any
Wednesday night rehearsal from
7:30-9:00 in Room 208, or on
Sunday mornings 8:30-9:15.
www.our-redeemer.net

Mission News!

!

Helping the Homeless in Lexington!

On Wednesday evening, January 29th, Lexington
Interfaith Clergy Association convened a meeting in
Redeemer's Great Hall of volunteers to assist residents
in transition.
Lexington's Department of Family
Services had asked Rabbi Jill Perman and Rev. Kate
Ekrem, the co-presidents of the Lexington interfaith
Association, to convene the meeting.

!

The Quality Inn in Lexington is currently housing a
number of homeless families, placed there by the
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community
Development under the HomeBASE (Building
Alternatives to Shelter) program.

!

Approximately 57 people attended the discussion about
meeting the needs of homeless people who currently
reside in Lexington. As Kate pointed out, the nice thing
about such a meeting is that you make new friends and
revisit the old.

!

Nicole Diggins Locher from Hancock
Church., above addresses the group
gathered at Church of Our Redeemer’s
Great Hall on January 29 to discuss
how we can help the homeless

Ann Guay from the First Parish Church in Bedford
shared lessons that the Bedford Interfaith Community
had learned, and Julie Starwood, director of Friends of
Family in Transition, gave advice or organizing to meet this need. Jodi Wilinsky Hill,
Executive Director of COMPASS for Kids aired her perspective on homeless families.
(continued, next page)
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Mission News!

Helping the Homeless in Lexington
continued!

!

The large interfaith group divided into groups to discuss
how to provide hot meals at Faith communities for
Quality Inn Residents and other-at-risk Lexington
residents, grocery/food pantry drop offs at the Quality
inn, and social outings for the families.

!

If you would like to be involved, please contact the
church office.

HOW CAN I HELP?!
• Donate rolls of quarters
for laundry machines.!
• Do you have a bus or
van to help with
transport?!
• Bring a “Food of the
Month” item with you to
church. (see p. 6)

Mission Sunday is March 9th!

!

photo.www.eagletribune.com

Christopher Wilson, the head of Esperanza Academy, an
independent, tuition-free middle school for low-income girls
in Lawrence, will be our guest preacher. Before his move to
Esperanza in July 2011, Chris was principal at Saint Ignatius
Loyola Academy in Baltimore, Maryland – another
independent, tuition-free middle school that prepared lowincome Baltimore City boys for entrance into college prep
high schools. Under Chris’ leadership, every single St.
Ignatius graduate was admitted to a competitive high school,
none dropped out without receiving a high school diploma or
GED, and 80 percent went on to college. (To put this in
perspective, over the same time period only approximately 39
percent of African American male ninth graders in Baltimore
City finished high school.) He was deemed one of Baltimore’s
most effective urban educators by researchers at Baltimore’s
Loyola University.

!

At Esperanza Academy, Chris is once again focusing on a community’s highest need
children. In our neighboring community of Lawrence, low-income girls are particularly at
risk, facing high teen pregnancy and school drop out rates. Most students at Esperanza are
Dominican and must often overcome gender discrimination within their own
communities, as well as the challenges of being new immigrants.
Under Chris’s
leadership, Esperanza Academy has placed graduates at the most rigorous secondary
schools in the region: Phillips Exeter, Noble and Greenough, and Brooks School among
them—and Esperanza Academy students have gone on to enjoy a 100% high school

Redeeming Features
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Parishioner Profile!

Meet Jim Neumann!!
Parishioners who attend Redeemer’s annual
meeting each January no doubt have come to
appreciate Jim Neumann’s annual budget
presentation as one of the highlights of the
meeting.
By infusing his gentle sense of
humor into an otherwise dreary task, Jim
entertains and informs.
Jim has served Church of Our Redeemer’s
Assistant Treasurer since 2010 and our
community is all the richer for his expertise
and willingness to serve.
Jim grew up in the small suburban New
Jersey town of Glen Rock, located not far from
the George Washington Bridge to New York
City. He was raised Roman Catholic and
attended Saint Catherine’s parochial school
through 6th grade before attending the public
junior high and high schools in Glen Rock.
Jim attended Williams College for his
undergraduate studies and Princeton
University for his graduate training.
Jim recalls that the church was always a part
of his life growing up, having served as an
altar boy and having participated in CCD with
his friends in high school. He says he thinks
he took faith for granted as a part of
everyone’s growing up, “It was only later that I
realized not everyone receives the gift of faith
- I really do think it’s a gift, and I’m lucky that
way.” Jim remembers asking some difficult
questions in CCD and muses that his
inquisitiveness was perhaps a prelude to the
Episcopal life.
Jim and his wife Ginny first started attending
services at Redeemer on and off in 1994 and
shortly thereafter became members.
Jim
Redeeming Features

loves the community they found at Redeemer. “I really love the people and the
shared sense of purpose to do God's work in
the world. It's also been a terrific place for my
kids - there is just so much that they have
learned and benefited from through their
connections at Redeemer and the wider
Episcopal church.”
Jim came to the Episcopal church through
Ginny, who herself is a cradle Episcopalian
and a preacher's kid. Jim recalls that a part of
his path included teaching math in a high
school run by Catholic monks, just after
college. “There were parts of that experience
that made me wonder about whether I could
be ‘all in’ as a Catholic. So perhaps you could
say I was susceptible to accepting the
Episcopalian way as an alternative to
Catholicism. I have no regrets on that front.”
Before serving as our Assistant Treasurer, Jim
was Redeemer’s Treasurer from 2006 through
the start of 2009. When Dinesh Dulipsingh
(continued, next page)
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Parishioner Profile!
took over as Treasurer in 2009 Jim realized
he could make Dinesh’s job more
manageable by handling the payroll and
employee benefits components of the job for
him.
When Frank Kern took on the
Treasurer role in 2010, Jim asked Frank if
he wanted him to continue performing
those roles. At that time they decided it
made sense to make it more official and the
Vestry appointed Jim as the Assistant
Treasurer. Each year since the Vestry has
renewed Jim’s appointment.
Jim also served on the Strategic Planning
Task Force a few years ago and has been our
Finance Committee Chair since 2009. It is
in the latter role he spends a lot of his time
working on the budget. He also plays an
informal role on the Personnel Committee.
Professionally, Jim is a principal at a
consulting firm called Industrial Economics
in Cambridge. His own consulting practice
focuses on the economics of climate change
and air pollution control. His main clients
are at the World Bank and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, but he
also does work for foundations, the UN
Development Programme, and other clients.
Jim is proud to be a lead author for the soon
to be issued UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment
report, and the US government's National
Climate Assessment.
Since college Jim has had a very strong
interest in using the principles of economics
to come up with solutions to environmental
problems. He considers himself to be lucky
enough to be able to work on that every day
Redeeming Features

in his job. Jim uses his problem-solving
focus in pretty much everything he does,
and consulting is all about problem solving.
Many of the problems he faces require
creative approaches, which he also enjoys.
Jim’s work affords him the opportunity to
travel and his World Bank clients send him
to a lot of different places. Jim says that the
international focus of his consulting work is
relatively new - since about 2009 - but he’s
quickly grown to enjoy the travel.
“Of course travel is sometimes challenging
but it is always fascinating to work with
counterparts in developing countries, and
doing so actually makes me feel like I'm
contributing to bettering things for the
poorest of the poor. I think Madagascar,
where I've been three times, has to rank as
most exotic - for proof, you'll have to ask me
to show you my lemur videos!”
In his free time, Jim describes himself as a
“total sports nut.” He enjoys watching, and
when he can, playing all types of sports. He
is a slow pitch softball pitcher and a
sometimes shortstop. He also enjoys bike
commuting, kayaking, and when he has
time, woodworking. Right now he’s working
on a pair of mission style oak nightstands
I asked Jim where his fabulous sense of
humor comes from and he replied, “Well,
thank you for thinking so! Could be my
mom, she was always fun and never took
herself too seriously, maybe being raised
with three brothers didn't hurt, but I think
of late it has to be Ginny's influence.”
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Creation Care!

Redeemer Exploring Solid State Lighting - You Can Too!

!

The Property Committee along with the Creation Care Team are exploring the possibility of installing
Solid State Lighting (SSL) at Church of Our Redeemer.

!

What is Solid State Lighting? It’s the next generation of lighting based around LED (Light Emitting
Diode) technology. LEDs are semiconductor devices that emit a pulse of light when they receive an
electrical charge. The technology arose from the era that gave us the transistor, another solid state
device and has existed since the very early 1960s. For many years LEDs have been used as indicator
lights in appliances and home electronics and for digital displays on calculators, alarm clocks and
VCRs.

!

Today the technology has matured and today we are seeing varieties of LEDs that are capable of
producing larger quantities of warm natural light. LED lighting is now found in most new
automobiles and is available for building fixtures.

!

The biggest advantages that LED bulbs has over traditional incandescent and even the compact
fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) that became popular about ten years ago, is that they are very durable, are
long lasting, and require less energy to produce the same amount of light.

!

A 10 watt LED bulb produces the same amount of light as a 12 watt CFL and a 60 watt incandescent
bulb. The 10 watt LED lamp draws a fraction of the current that the 60 watt lamp does while
producing the same light, thus saving the user in energy costs. Although it has a comparable current
drawer to equivalent CFLs, LEDs produce a much warmer more natural light, with less flicker and
they can be used with dimmers. They also last much longer.
(continued, next page)
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Creation Care!

!

Solid State Lighting, continued

The downside of LED lighting is that the bulbs are more expensive to purchase up front. However,
as the following table illustrates, the LED bulb will last 42 times longer than the incandescent bulb,
adding to the savings

!

We will keep you updated on the progress of the solid state lighting initiative at Redeemer and we
encourage all parishioners to consider changing out their home lighting with new LED bulbs. You
will find them in your local hardware store. By making replacements as bulbs burn out, you will be
taking actions that will save you money over the long term and will make you a better steward of
God’s good creation. It also earns you points in the Creation Care Stone By Stone Lenten Challenge
(see below).

Each week we ask you to consult the Stone by
Stone handouts provided and make small but
meaningful changes in the things you do that
will have a positive impact on our God-given
environment that sustains us.

!
The Creation Care Team challenges you to live
more mindfully and to make some earthfriendly changes for Lent. The Stone by Stone
project is simple, fun and easy to participate in!

!

We will be placing a large container full of small
black stones which represent the convenient
things we do each day that have an incidental
and detrimental effect on our environment.

!

Redeeming Features

When you come to church on Sunday you move
the number of stones that correspond with the
point values on the handout for the things you
did (or didn’t do) during the week.

!

By the end of Lent we hope to develop new
habits and have a visual representation of the
good our community can do as better stewards
of God’s greatest gift to us.
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Ministry News!

!

!

The annual Science Fair at Esperanza
Academy is soon approaching. The Church of
Our Redeemer played a key role in last year’s
successful Fair. Members of our parish were
judges, attended the fair to talk to the
students about their exhibits and baked treats
for the participants.

Redeemer Knitters!

Redeeming Knitters will meet on Thursday,
March 13th
at 730 pm in the Handley
Library.

!

We will be making hats, mittens, scarves and
prayer shawls.

!

Redeemer Knitters welcomes new recruits.
Join us or speak to Susan Burkhardt for more
information.

Liturgy Team!

!

Join the Esperanza
Science Fair!!

Redeemer is looking for new members to
serve on the monthly liturgy teams that
support our Sunday worship services.

!

Esperanza has reached out to ask for our help
again for the Science Fair on March 26 from
10-12:30. The Fifth grade will be focusing on
product testing and the sixth grade is teaming
up with the Merrimack River Watershed
Council to do research projects about the
Merrimack River. The seventh and eighth
grade will have a choice to participate in an
Invention Convention or create traditional
Science Fair projects.

!

We will need judges as well as attendees who
can visit the exhibits and talk to the students
about their work. We can also use bakers to
prepare some treats for participants and
visitors.
If you would like to participate,
please call Kathleen Mirani at 781-771-9316

!

This is an opportunity to learn about the
celebration of the Eucharist, as well as build
fellowship within the Redeemer community.
Our goal is to achieve 100 percent parishioner
participation of all ages.

!

If you would like to serve or have questions,
please contact Charlie Coons at 781-861-7067
or email coonsfamily224@yahoo.com.

!
Redeeming Features
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Join the Redeemer Crew at the!
Lexington Interfaith Garden!

Are you interested in learning about organic gardening, meeting others in different faith
communities and helping those in need? The Interfaith Garden ministry is a chance to do all three at
once.

!

Not to be confused with the wonderful "Giving Garden" located at Redeemer, the Lexington
Interfaith Garden is a large organic garden located at 5 Harrington Road, near the Lexington Battle
Green. Over thirteen faith communities share in tending the garden twice per week from April
through October – preparing the soil, planting the seeds, watering, weeding, and finally harvesting
fresh, nutritious organic produce for donation to the Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry, located at
Redeemer.

!

Last year over 1500 pounds and over 50 varieties of produce were harvested and given away to
grateful clients of the food pantry.

!

Redeemer has committed two people for each day we are assigned, which is usually about 5 or 6
times per year from April through October. The 2014 assignments have not yet come out, but please
let us know if you are interested in being a part of this effort from Redeemer, and we'll let you know
the dates for signup as soon as we have them.

!
You can add your name to the list of Redeemer volunteers here: http://bit.ly/IG_volunteer
!
Call Janet Kern with questions: 781 861-7102 or janet@mackhillfarm.org

Interfaith Garden Volunteers
from Redeemer, Lexington
Catholic Community,
Lexington Methodist,
Hancock and Temple Isaiah
get ready to take a late fall
harvest to the Lexington
Food Pantry.

Redeeming Features
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We are always looking for photographs taken
at Redeemer-related events for publication in
Redeeming Features and for inclusion in
next year’s Annual Meeting slide show.

!

There is no reason to wait until December to
send your photos to us. Please e-mail photos
to RF@our-redeemer.net or feel free to leave
a disk with Lisa in the church office. All disks
will be returned.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

Shrove Tuesday!
Pancake Supper!

Please Share Your Photos!

Join the Altar Guild!!

Are you curious about all the beautiful things
on our altar? Do you wonder how it all comes
together for worship to happen? Would you
enjoy a behind-the-scenes ministry that
doesn't take a lot of time outside of Sunday
morning and is very spiritually fulfilling?

!

Then maybe the Altar Guild is right for you.
Our Altar Guild needs new members to serve
about two months a year to help prepare for
worship and take care of our altar area.
Please speak to Rev. Kate or altar guild cochairs Janet Kern and Joyce DuFault.

Redeeming Features

!

The Youth Group invites all members of the
Redeemer community to the annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Dinner, to be held in the Great
Hall between the hours of 5:15 and 7:15.
The suggested donation is $5 per person or $20
per family of 4+. The menu includes pancakes
and warm syrup, sausage, fresh fruit, juice,
coffee and milk.
At the end of the evening Kate will lead us in

prayer and burn palms branches to make ashes
for Ash Wednesday.

!

!

Altar Flower Donations!

You can sign up online, http://tinyurl.com/
n57yew2, to donate altar flowers, or at the
church on the sign-up sheets located in the
hallway.

!

Please remember to drop-off or mail your $45
check to the Church Office. The check is payable
to Church of Our Redeemer.

!

If you have any questions, please call or email
Lisa Bozkurtian, 781-862-6408 or office@ourredeemer.net.
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Coffee Hour!

Support El Hogar!!

Your help is needed to support Coffee Hour,
fellowship that is important in the life of the
parish. Coffee hour relies on ALL
parishioners to participate. Sign up to help
set-up, clean-up, or to provide food or
beverage.
Sign up sheets are located in the side hallway
on the bulletin board or church or online
through VolunteerSpot. To sign up online
simply:

!

1. Click this link to go to our invitation page
on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/j1RZad

!

2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT
need to register an account on
VolunteerSpot)

!

3. S i g n u p ! C h o o s e y o u r s p o t s VolunteerSpot will send you an
automated confirmation and reminders.
Easy!

!

Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your
email address with anyone.

Bueno hasta la
penúltima gota!

On March 2, Sunday at 7pm there will be a
meeting at the church to discuss the service
trip to El Hogar in Honduras August 1-8,
2014. If you are interested in the trip to a
boys' agricultural school, or think you might
be interested, please plan to attend.

!

If you cannot attend the meeting, please
speak to Calie Koso or Erica B.rotschi We
need to estimate the number of people who
plan to make the trip, in order to book
reservations.

!

If you want to support El Hogar and have a
fun evening, without having to go to
Honduras, El Hogar is planning a benefit
dinner with screening of a new documentary
film about the El Hogar schools.

!

This will be held on Saturday, March 22 at
7pm at 347 Congress St., Boston. Tickets are
$50 to support the schools in Honduras. You
can order tickets by contacting
<www.elhogar.org>.

Redeeming Features
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MARCH 2014
SUNDAY

2

8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite I!
9:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II!
10:50 AM - Christian Formation for children and youth!
10:50 AM - Adult Christian Formation -Realizing Our Vision Team Update!
7:00 PM - El Hogar Meeting

MONDAY

3

7:30 PM - Church Community Meeting!
7:30 PM - Property Committee Meeting

TUESDAY

4

7:30 PM - Stewardship Committee Meeting!
5:15 PM - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner

WEDNESDAY

5

12:00 PM - Ash Wednesday Noon Service!
7:30 PM - Ash Wednesday Evening Service

SUNDAY

9

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS!
8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite I!
9:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II - MISSION SUNDAY!
10:50 AM - Christian Formation for children and youth!
10:50 AM - Adult Christian Formation - Bernadette Colley!
12:00 PM - Executive Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY

12

12:00 PM Noon Day Eucharist

THURSDAY

13

7:30 PM - Redeeming Knitters

SATURDAY

15

DEADLINE FOR APRIL REDEEMING FEATURES
Email your content to RF@our-redeemer.net

SUNDAY

16

8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite I!
9:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II w.Atrium Singers!
10:50 AM - Christian Formation for children and youth!
10:50 AM - Adult Christian Formation - Aging & Dying I!
5:30 PM - Youth Group Dinner

MONDAY

17

7:30 PM - Finance Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY

19

12:00 PM Noon Day Eucharist!
7:30 PM - Vestry Meeting

SUNDAY

23

8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite I!
9:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II - Lenten Healing Service!
10:50 AM - Christian Formation for children and youth!
10:50 AM - Adult Christian Formation - Aging & Dying II

MONDAY

24

1:30 PM - Cook for Bristol Lodge!
7:30 PM - Mission Committee Meeting

WEDNESDAY

26

12:00 PM Noon Day Eucharist

SUNDAY

30

8:00 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite I!
9:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II!
10:50 AM - Christian Formation for children and youth!
10:50 AM - Adult Christian Formation - Aging & Dying III

Redeeming Features
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Redeeming Features
The monthly newsletter of!
Church of Our Redeemer,!
a member of the Episcopal
Diocese of Massachusetts
located in Lexington.!

!

Comments and contributions
welcome at !
RF@our-redeemer.net!

!

Deadline for the April 2014
issue is March 15.!

!
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!

CONTRIBUTORS
Erica Brotschi!
Bernadette Colley!
Sarah Conrad!
Janet Kern!
Kathleen Mirani!
Ashley Rooney!

!
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!
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Church of Our Redeemer, are a warm and welcoming
Christian community of faith and a parish of the Episcopal
Church. As members of the worldwide community of
Christians, we accept God's call to be Christ's living presence
through the celebration of the Eucharist and the sharing of the
Gospel.

!

With God's grace, we are dedicated to creating a community that
listens to one another, that encourages strong leadership and
participation among our members, and that fosters trust by
recognizing each person's gifts.

!

We are committed to ministering to one another and to
nurturing our spiritual growth so that we may go forth to serve
Christ in Lexington and other communities in which we live and
work.

!

Further, we are committed to contributing to the work of Christ
throughout the world.

When online, be sure to…
• visit the Redeemer home page!
http://our-redeemer.net

• friend us on facebook!
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB
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