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While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, òPeace be with you.ó(Luke 24:36) 
 

Dear friends, 
 
Years ago I lived in New York City. Every day as I walked to work or the 
grocery store, I would pass homeless people asking for monetary help. One of 
my close friends worked in a homeless shelter, and told me that giving a person 
a quarter or a dollar was not a good way to help ð it only would lengthen 
their time on the street, she said, when they really needed to get into a shelter 
that would help them move towards housing. But I felt I had to do something. It 
seemed to me you really couldnõt live in New York, walking by homeless 
people every day, and not try to do something real to help, even a small thing. 
So Dave and I decided to volunteer once a month at a shelter, spending the 
night with the guests so they had a safe place to sleep. It was a small thing, 
hardly a solution to the problem, but one thing I could do so I could walk to 
work each day  and smile and nod at my homeless neighbors, inviting them to 
visit our shelter, rather than just hustling by with my eyes averted.  It seemed to 
me that it was simply impossible to live in New York City of the 1990õs without 

taking some action of that sort.  

 
Today it feels like we have a similar issue. After the tragedies in Aurora, in 
Newtown, and certainly after the terrible Patriotõs Day week here in Boston, 
we have to admit that we have a problem with violence in our country. 
Although these tragic events have brought the issue home for us, violence is an 
issue many of our fellow Bostonians and fellow Americans live with daily on our 

city streets. We simply canõt walk by with eyes averted anymore.  
Nonviolence seems to me to be at the very core of Jesusõ life and teaching. Not 
only did he refuse to fight those who wished to kill him and allow himself to be 
crucified, the very first thing he said to his disciples after his resurrection was 
òPeace.ó Jesus calls us all to be peacemakers. The Sermon on the Mount 

outlines a radical peacemaking agenda of turning the other cheek, praying for  

Redeeming  

          Features  

 

 
 

 
 

Church of Our Redeemer 
6 Meriam Street 

Lexington, MA  02420 

781-862-6408 
www.our-redeemer.net 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Church-of-Our-Redeemer/145507075486413
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Church-of-Our-Redeemer/145507075486413
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Church-of-Our-Redeemer/145507075486413


 
 
 
 
 

Page 2       REDEEMING FEATURES                                  May 2013  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 W

o
rs

h
ip

  

Greetings from Kate (contõd) 
 
our enemies, and helping those who hurt us.  

 
But what can we do? I think there are two things. Firstly, we need to remember that everything we do 
begins with ourselves, with our small daily acts. How are we living as peacemakers in our homes and 
workplaces? Can we turn the other cheek when our spouse, teenager, or co-worker annoys us? I know 
that, for example, with children itõs tempting to use our adult power, and hard to find the right line 
between providing needed structure and just plain yelling at them to clean up their room already. Can 

we ask Jesus to help with this? Peace starts in our own hearts.  

 
Secondly, there are many opportunities for peacemaking in our church community right now. One of 
them is the Motherõs Day Walk for Peace, on page 7 of this newsletter.  Another is the B-PEACE for 
Jorge campaign, on page 8. What is wonderful about both of these is that they go beyond just the 
obvious write-your-senator (which you should do anyway!) and draw us into relationship and community 
with those who need our support to have peace in their neighborhoods. Maybe weõll learn something 

about peace from them, too.  
 

Peace, 
 

 
Kate 

Rite -13 Ceremony  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

                                       
 (front l-r) Luke Fortier, Kate Williams, Jacqueline Stevens,  

                                       (back l-r) Alex Grayson, Andra Doan, Sofia Koso. 
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Ashley Wright, Brendan and 

Colin  Cantwell 
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