
Dear Friends, 
 

A few years ago,   was a TV commercial that appeared this time of year 
with a parent joyfully tossing pencils and notebooks into a grocery cart 
while singing “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”  While it’s been a 
wonderful summer, it’s also nice to get back into the routine of the school 
year. “Back to school” is also often “back to church” as we begin       
another year of our Christian Formation programs. And yet, Christian  
Formation is not school. We used to say “Christian Education” and 
“Sunday School” but those terms aren’t used much anymore. Why? 
What’s the difference? What is formation anyway?  
 

 When people today use the term Christian education, they are  
sometimes referring to the “old” classroom model, children at desks learn-
ing facts about the Bible and traditions of the church. It was based on 
how the schools taught, but these days schools don’t have rows of desks 
or make students memorize facts, either. In recent decades, Christian 
leaders have wondered how useful this model is -- isn’t it better to help 
children to know God? Thus the idea of Christian Formation was re-born.  
 

 Formation is not about learning facts about God (although that   
happens along the way). Formation is about encountering God. Our 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program is much more like a worship 
experience than like a classroom experience. Children don’t learn about 
church as if studying the customs of some other people, but through living 
out and inhabiting those traditions (touching the water of Baptism, lighting 
the candles that represent the Light of Christ). Likewise, our youth       
programs are based on the idea that formation as whole human beings 
happens through relationships, as the youth share and discuss their lives 
and explore new skills and experiences in community with each other and 
with nurturing adult leaders. 
 

 And what about formation for adults? You may have graduated from 
Sunday school, but you never graduate from Christian Formation. We 
are, all of us, continually growing and changing. Like our youth, we too 
are nurtured by doing so in relationships, in this community of faith, and 
having the opportunity to talk about our life story in the context of the 
story of the People of God. The more we inhabit our faith from the inside 
through encountering scripture, prayer, worship, and sharing our joys and 
concerns, the more we grow into the whole human being that God      
created each of us to be. And the more we are able to reach out and 
share God’s love, justice, and peace with others. That’s formation.  
 

 So it’s time to consider all the opportunities for formation at          
Redeemer – for our children and for ourselves. We get to choose what 
forms us – what we surround ourselves with, whether its friends, family, 
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PIC’s letter, continued. 

the media, or the world outside. The beginning of a new program year is a chance to think 
about what you want to be formed by, how you want to be nurtured in your life of faith. Even 
if you are not headed back to school this fall, every day is an opportunity to learn something 
new.  
    

Peace and blessings, 
The Rev. Kate Ekrem, Priest-In-Charge 
 kate@our-redeemer.net 

Programs for ALL ages resume on Sunday, September 19th. 
 

All programs run from 10:50-11:50am. 
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Sunday Morning Christian Formation 

Children & Youth Programs 
 

All children and youth must register to participate in formation programs.  Newcomers are 
always welcome!  Registration forms and more information about our programs can be found 

on our website. www.our-redeemer.net 
 

���� REGISTRATION for Nursery and children’s programs through grade 12 takes place on 
       Fall Kick-Off Sunday, September 12 at the parish potluck breakfast at 10:45am. 
 

���� Parent Orientation to Catechesis (for ages 3 through 3rd grade) 
       Tuesday, September 14,  from 7:00-8:30pm 
 

���� “Back to Church School” Night (for ALL PARENTS of Nursery through 12th graders) 
       Sunday, September 26, from 5:30-7:00pm 
 

Nursery care (for infants through age 4) will be available, beginning September 12, from 
9:00am-12noon, in the preschool rooms on the lower level of the education wing. 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (for ages 3 through 3rd grade) is led by 
Evelyn Hausslein and Linda Kukolich, with assistance from Carolyn Schultz and 
other parent helpers.  Catechesis programs meet on the upper level of the 
Education wing. 
 

4th-6th grade class meets in the Conference Room between the clergy offices on the upper 
level of the Education wing.  Leaders are Peter Koso and Kathleen Mirani. 
 

Rite-13 Group (7th & 8th graders) meets in the Library.  Leaders are Sam 
Stevens and Alice Bennett. 
 

J2A Group (9th & 10th graders) meets in the Music Office.  Leaders are 
Steve Burns, Judy  Downes, and Ashley Rooney. 
 

YAC (11th & 12th graders) meets in the Priest-in-Charge’s office.  Leaders 
are Cara and Alan Kalf. 
 

Sunday Evening Youth Group (9th-12th graders) meets Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30pm 
in the Great Hall to cook and share dinner and conversation.  Leaders are Cathy and Steve 
Burns, Helene Huggins, and Chris Needham. 
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Christian Formation, cont’d. 

Adult Programs 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Christian Formation 
Bring your coffee and join us on Sundays from 10:50-11:50am for provocative and 
educational presentations and discussions. 
 

Adult Christian Formation meets concurrently with our children’s and youth      
programs, and  Nursery care extends until 12noon so that all can participate. 

� Visit www.our-redeemer.net/AdultFormation.htm for a downloadable 
schedule of Adult Christian Formation programs. 
 

Episcopal 201:  via media Adult Formation Series 
 Thursdays, September 30 – November 18 
via media brings people together with a program that teaches about the 
Episcopal Church and what it means to be Episcopalian in today’s world.  
Hear from well-known theologians and religious scholars as they discuss      

important issues for the Church and the world.  This 8-week program is both progressive and 
liturgical.  Each session includes a short video, discussion and conversation, and, of course, food.  
Childcare is available.  Bring a friend and try it out! 
 

Diocesan Resource Day: Saturday, September 25, 2010 
This annual program, sponsored by the Diocese of Massachusetts and held at 
Bentley College in Waltham, features a wealth of short workshops on topics to 
enrich nearly every ministry   interest in the congregation.  Try it for a half day.  
Bring along a friend.  Meet some new friends.  For more information and to    
register, visit www.diomass.org. 

Sunday, September 12th at 10:45am 
 

Been away for the summer? Get ready to cele-
brate the beginning of another year at Redeemer 
by reconnecting with friends old and new at our 
Fall Kick-Off Potluck Breakfast in the Great Hall 
after the 9:30am service.  Bring a dish to share! 
 

This year’s breakfast is extra special because we 
are saying farewell to Cheryl Duerr as she cele-
brates her last Sunday at Redeemer after more 
than 10 years as our Music Director. Please come 
and help us share with Cheryl all she has meant to 
the Redeemer community. We will present Cheryl 
with a special gift during the 9:30am service.  
 

In addition, this is also the Sunday to register       
children and youth for Christian Formation. There 
will be a sign-up table at the breakfast. 

Fall Kick-Off  Potluck Breakfast & Celebration 

On September 12, 2010 come join the 
Family Circle, a new drop-in program 
for parents and children in our congre-
gation and deanery.  We’ll meet in the 
Great Hall from 4:00 - 5:30 pm to rest, 
relax, play, and pray together.  Great 
way to meet other families and refresh 
yourself and your family for the week 
ahead!  Bring a dish to share at the pot-
luck dinner from 5:30-6:30 pm.  We will 
meet the 2nd Sunday of the month.  
RSVP appreciated but not required. 
 
For more info, contact Mary Ann Burnside 
by phone (781-860-9857) or email 
maryann@withheartsandminds.com. 

Family Circle 
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Playing for the 9am service in 2005 With the 2 choirs, 2005 

The Advent Procession, 2007 

With Tricia de Beer and Erica Brotschi 
at the 2006 Talent Show 

Playing flute 
with the band in 2007 

Thank you, 
  Cheryl! 
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Conducting the combined choirs at the 
2009 Lexington Interfaith Choral Festival At the 2008 Talent Show 

Organ Sunday, 2008 

We’ll miss you Cheryl!We’ll miss you Cheryl!We’ll miss you Cheryl!We’ll miss you Cheryl!    

Conducting 
a choir 

anthem in 
2006 
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Sunday, September 26 
 

At Coffee Hour we will see Redeemer in Action! Each ministry 
in the church – from acolytes to youth group – will have a   
table to showcase what they do and share information on how 
to get involved. There are all sorts of ways to meet people, 
do interesting thing, and grow spiritually at Redeemer, some 
big commitments and some very small one-time events. One 
may be just right for you.  

Redeemer in Action: Ministry Fair! 

5
th
 Annual El Hogar Bike / Walk-a-thon! 

Sunday, September 26 

2pm start from Winchester Common 
Walkers: 5K   •   Bike-riders: 25K  

 

This year Redeemer is partnering with several local      
parishes that have been strong supporters of El Hogar to 
increase our fundraising – and FUN! 
 

To sign up to walk or ride, or to sponsor someone, go to 
www.elhogar.org and click on “Winchester Walk-a-thon.”  
You can join one of the teams shown on the Walk page, 
register individually, or gather friends for your own team! 
 

Off-line donations are also welcome: checks may be made 
out to El Hogar with “Redeemer Walk-a-thon” in the memo 
line.  (This year, please do not make your check for El 
Hogar out to Redeemer.)  Send your check to the church 
office, put it in the collection plate, or give it to any biker 
or walker! 

Another way to participate: cheer us on!  The bikers’ route 
passes by Redeemer on the bike path!  Offer applause 
and water from the Redeemer lawn beginning at 2:15 p.m. 

Stephanie Kukolich and Sarah Vogele with 
new staff member Cesar, a 2009 graduate. 

2010 volunteer Alan Kalf with farm  
staff Wilman hauling a cash crop of 
maracujas on a community visit. 

Play bridge and would like to get to know better other members of the parish? 
Then you should consider joining the Fun ‘n Funds bridge group. It’s a round 
robin, with you and your partner playing once a month with another partnership, 
in your home or theirs at a mutually convenient time. We collect $5 from each 
player each month for parish outreach activities.  All levels of skill are welcome.  Please call 
Mary Etta or Bob King by September 20th if you are interested (781-862-8437). 

Fun ‘n Funds Bridge Club 
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Each month we feature an interview with a parishioner.  This month, we are proud to introduce… 
 

James Surprenant 
 

James Surprenant grew up in a three story Lawrence home with 
three generations of family. His family was Roman Catholic and 
he attended Catholic schools from K-12th grade. James         
ultimately earned a BS from St Joseph College in Maine. 
 

From 1990 -2009 James lived in Rhode Island, where his  
daughter Meredith still lives with her husband and two young 
daughters. James was introduced to the Episcopal Church by his 
first wife.  He and his family attended Grace Church in Provi-
dence. The Episcopal church was, “more than a good fit for my 
sense of spirituality and personal beliefs about what it means to be 
a Christian.” 
 

In 2007 James started dating Ellen Cosgrove. They were married at Memorial Church at   
Harvard University in June of 2009 and James moved from Rhode Island to share Ellen’s home 
in Lexington. When James and Ellen (who was also raised Roman Catholic) began to plan their 
lives together they realized a similar desire to be a part of a solid church home in Lexington. 
“We were both taken by how friendly the parishioners were. I tried other churches in the Lexington 
area including the Roman Catholic parishes but never felt as welcome as I did at Redeemer.” 
 

“I chose to be received into the Episcopal Church this year and that was pretty special. Having 
lived my entire life as a Catholic Christian and having worshipped on and off again for 18 years 
as a self-identified Episcopalian, I naively thought I wasn’t going to learn anything new about the 
church or myself during the preparation process. I was wrong. Between the reading assignments, 
the meetings with Sabeth and other members of our class and working with my  sponsor Frank, I 
discovered why being Episcopalian is so important to me and the value of being a progressive 
Christian in the 21st century. I also realized that I was not rejecting my Catholic  upbringing, but 
more importantly I continue to build upon a solid Christian foundation that my parents, family, 
friends, teachers and others have laid for me and was taking a step by which I would continue to 
grow in faith. The day of reception was wonderful having so many members of the Redeemer 
community there to share the day.” 
 

James and Ellen are both looking forward to getting to know more of the Redeemer commu-
nity and are very excited about facilitating the Adult Education Via Media series this fall. 

A note to the parish from William Wolter, who worshiped with us 
while his Coast Guard ship was stationed in Boston: 

Fellow Christians, 

Thank you. You all have been a blessing to me over the past two years while I was stationed in Boston. My family stayed in 
Chesapeake, Virginia, and my next duty station takes me back there, which is a gift from God. The Holy Spirit does move and 
work at Redeemer. I know your efforts to seek the wisdom of the Holy Spirit and to continue your myriad of efforts to be 
Christ in our world. You have been my spiritual home away from home. Thank you for ministering to me. 

   Sincerely and in Christ, Willy, Capt, USCG Cutter SENECA 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 
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CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER 

 

The deadline for newsletter submissions is 15th of each month.  Please send 
all submissions by email to RF@our-redeemer.net or for those without 

email, call or send to the church office, with “RF” clearly marked. 

SEPTEMBER  Date  Event Details 

Saturday 4 4pm Former Wardens Meeting 

Monday 6 Labor Day (Office is closed.)  7:30pm Property Committee 

Tuesday 7 7:30pm Stewardship Committee 

Wednesday 8 3pm Communications Meeting, 6:30pm Safe Church Roundtable 

Thursday 9 7:30pm Worship Committee Meeting 

Saturday 11 9am Liturgy Team Meeting 

Sunday 12 

10:45am Fall Kick-Off Potluck Breakfast & Celebration of Cheryl 
Christian Formation Registration 
4pm Family Circle Meeting and 5:30pm Potluck 
5:30pm Youth Group 

Tuesday 14 7pm Parent Orientation to Catechesis 

Wednesday 15 September Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday 19 
12pm Safe Church Roundtable, 12pm FunFest 
Adult Christian Formation Topic: Esperanza Academy 
5:30pm Youth Group 

Monday 20 7:30pm Finance Committee 

Tuesday 21 7pm Strategic Planning Task Group 

Wednesday 22 
4pm Former Wardens Meeting, 7:30pm Vestry Meeting 
7:30pm Alewife Deanery Meeting– St. Bart’s, Cambridge 

Saturday 25 9am Vestry Retreat, 9am Liturgy Team Meeting 

Sunday 26 
9:30am Instructed Eucharist, 10:30am Ministry Fair, 
1pm El Hogar Walk/Ride-a-Thon, 5:30pm Youth Group 
5:30pm “Back to Church School” Night for parents 

Monday 27 1:30-4pm Cook for Bristol Lodge, 7:30pm Mission Committee 

Thursday 30 6:30pm Via Media begins 

Calendar 


