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Dear Friends,
Our theme this month is sharing stories of why we chose to give to God.
It doesn’t matter how much you give (to the church or any other group),
but that you give. Giving is part of how we participate in and enjoy
God’s generosity to us. It’s how we remind ourselves that life is not about
“stuff” but about love. It’s how we live out our belief that true security is
not found in insurance policies or savings accounts, but in God’s care for
us. I’m so inspired by the stories inside this issue of Redeeming Features
about how so many in our Redeemer community live this kind of faith. I
hope you get a chance to reflect on your own story as our stewardship
committee leads us in conversation this fall.
I first started thinking about giving when I was singing in a church choir in
Brooklyn. I had told my choir friend Luanne how much I enjoyed a retreat on prayer and how I felt I was letting God into my life in a new
way. At pledge time, I asked Luanne’s advice. I said I volunteered a lot
of time at the church leading the youth group and wasn’t sure I needed to
give money as well. Luanne said, “Kate, it sounds like you are letting
God into every part of your life except your pocketbook.” That really
struck me. I realized it wasn’t about how much my pledge was, but about
not keeping part of my life separate from God. I made a small pledge
and when I got a “big” raise to $20,000 (I worked in book publishing!), I
decided to tithe and give $2,000. It made me happy to do that and I
felt it made my life a coherent whole. I also felt like I was doing something about the homelessness that I saw every day by supporting the
church’s shelter.
And then I got married. Negotiating a pledge with a spouse is much
more complicated than doing it by yourself! And when children come
along, responsibility towards them is another thing to add to the complications. Every fall Dave and I talk again about how much to give to the
church. We’ve eventually arrived at a place where “my” giving goes to
the church and “his” goes to other charities we want to support. We always think of it in terms of proportional giving, or giving a percentage of
our income. Right now I’m pledging 6% to the church, which is not where I
want to be but somewhere to grow from. Last week at the conference I
was on, one clergyperson shared that she and her husband are “half and
halfers” – they give 50% of their income away (yes, they have children,
too!). So clearly there is more growing with God I can do.
Recently I was thinking about switching to an automatic bank draft to
pay my pledge. However, I realized that I like writing my check every
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PIC’s letter, continued.
Sunday and tucking it into the envelope to put in the collection plate. It helps me be aware of
letting God be part of all of my life – my pocketbook as well as my heart.
Peace and blessings,
The Rev. Kate Ekrem, Priest-In-Charge
kate@our-redeemer.net

Christian Formation

The J2A Pilgrimage is back!
Hello Redeemer! We wanted to let you know that the J2A Pilgrims are
back for another year, and tell you a little about our pilgrimage and
upcoming fundraisers. Our pilgrimage will be to Five Oaks Retreat Center in Ontario, located on the land of the six nations of the Iroquois tribe.
The dates are set for July 9-18th 2011, which means we still have another year of fundraising ahead of us! We have some exciting fundraisers planned for this coming year, including a pie sale before Thanksgiving and a pancake
supper on Shrove Tuesday (what can we say – we like to cook!). And don’t forget to keep
clicking on the Amazon link on Redeemer’s website while doing your
shopping – 5% goes back to us! Keep listening to the announcements
for more updates, and thank you for supporting our pilgrimage!
~ The J2A Pilgrims

Christian Formation News
Christian Formation for ALL ages (3-103) meets on Sundays from
10:45-11:45am. Ask an usher to direct you to the proper
classroom. Nursery care is available for infants and toddlers from
9am-noon so that all can attend Adult Formation and fellowship
time. Adult Christian Formation is open to ages 13 and up. Bring
your coffee and a friend! See the calendar on the back page for
program topics.
Sunday Evening Youth Group meets in the Great Hall from 5:307:15pm. Youth in grades 9-12 are invited to join us for fellowship
as we prepare and eat dinner together.
Via Media brings people together with a program that teaches about the Episcopal Church
and what it means to be an Episcopalian in today’s world. Stay tuned for more details and a
video introduction during Advent. If you enjoyed last year’s Episcopal 101 Adult Formation
series and wanted to learn more, please join us for Via Media early in 2011!
Questions?
Age 3-3rd grade – Evelyn Hausslein (ehausslein@rcn.com / 781-861-0378)
4th-6th grade – Peter Koso (peter@peterkoso.com / 781-863-8047)
7th-12th grade – Beth Murnaghan (eliordpar@yahoo.com / 781-862-6923)
Adult Formation – The Rev. Kate Ekrem (kate@our-redeemer.net / 781-862-6408)
Youth Group – Cathy Burns (hcburns@verizon.net / 978-663-5022)
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Community Response to Student Stress
October 24, 2010, 3:00-4:30 pm
Redeemer will be hosting a community forum,
"Working Together: A Community Response to
Student Stress." Lexington school officials, interfaith
community leaders, and youth health
experts will
be on hand to educate, listen, and invite participation,
as our community works together to respond to the issue of unhealthy student stress.
Parents of grades K-12, teachers, administrators, and all interested community
members are welcome to attend.

Vestry Report

In June we said good-bye and thank-you to Dinesh Dulipsingh, our Treasurer for the past
1-1/2 years. Other discussion covered plans for kicking off the program year and
show-casing our ministries in September. During July and August, we continued our work on
Strategic Planning and passed a motion to hire a facilitator for the planning process. We also
approved the appointment of new Investment Committee members as well as their recommendations regarding fund rebalancing. In addition, we learned of Cheryl's intention to resign
and talked about the process for filling her shoes on both an interim and permanent basis, and
we made plans for a vestry retreat in September.
~ Connie Parrish, Sr. Warden
The Giving Garden
has had a very
productive summer!
Take a look at the 4
garden beds some
Sunday. We hope
to have a healthy
Autumn harvest, as
well. Many thanks
to our faithful
“shepherds.”

Vestry

In May the Vestry had a request from the Stewardship Committee to give committee members
and the Priest-in-Charge access to confidential pledge data to assist in managing the stewardship process and planning the annual campaign. A motion to that effect was made, discussed,
and tabled in order to bring the question to the parish. In weekly announcements and in RF,
vestry asked you to share your views. Thank you for your helpful feedback! Based on what
we heard, vestry did not pass the motion to expand access to confidential pledge data. We
agreed instead that the Assistant Treasurer (who already is authorized) should be a member
of the Stewardship Committee to provide analytical support without compromising confidentiality. Subsequent reports from the Committee indicate this is working out well.
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The 2010 Stewardship committee asked various parishioners to briefly write
an answer to one or both questions: “Why do you pledge at Redeemer?”
and “How do you decide how much to pledge?” These are the responses.

Stewardship

So, here we are: people seeking other people who share our wonder in and
commitment to a living response to Jesus’ death and resurrection – a death
and resurrection done all on our behalf. We seek a time and place to
gather for worship with those fellow children of God. It could be in caves, in
parks, in each other’s houses, really anywhere. But, once having agreed that
we’ll build a shelter and set it aside for common work and worship in God’s
name, we then need to share the responsibilities for the common space and
the work and worship that it supports. I pledge because it is my share of the
cost of gathering together in a lighted, heated, rain proof, convenient, and appropriate
space and the cost of supporting the work of clergy to attend us in this space.Mary Eames Ucci
We give because we know that everything we have comes from God,
and because we know we are blessed to have enough to give. We also
believe in Redeemer’s mission of worship, education, and mission. When
we first came to Redeemer, we looked for some clues about how much to
give. We found a flat amount we were comfortable with; I was surprised
to realize we would be giving more than to other charities, at least until I
thought about what it takes to run a church. Then one year someone
published the distribution of pledges in the parish – that was an eye-opener, and we realized
we should and could give much more, and we made a big jump in our pledge. At this point,
we do our best to give at least a little more each year.
Jim and Ginny Neumann
Redeemer has become a wonderful spiritual home for me and my family. It
is wonderful as a parent to see an environment that so openly welcomes
one's children, and Beth and I have experienced the congregation's love
and support when we've needed it and participated in extending it to
others when they have needed it. It is truly a special community that
nurtures me and encourages me to extend myself and to live life more fully
in harmony with Christ's vision for us. It is truly like family, and I feel
connected to all who are there as sisters and brothers in Christ. Like any
family, we all need to pitch in to make our Church family function and thrive, just as we do at
home. For me, pledging is part of that pitching in, just as volunteering is, or lending an ear or
praying for someone else's needs or challenges. I am joyful and enthusiastic that we can
support Redeemer in a meaningful way. I want to make as much difference for Redeemer as
we can and contribute to the vitality of our Church for many years. So we've chosen a path
we can stay on into the future, and we think of our pledge in terms of a multi-year plan to
contribute to our Church family's well-being. It means we can do more together as a community. Like most of us, Beth and I contribute to a number of charities, but Redeemer is really
different from that. Redeemer is a place where we can see the good our efforts and
resources provide and where we actively help each other do much more good around our
community and beyond.
George Murnaghan

Volume XXV, No. VI

Page 5

Stewardship, cont’d.
My family began attending Church of Our Redeemer in 2006. Since I had
served on vestry in a prior church, I already understood that the church very
much relied on the contributions of its parishioners to survive and thrive, so
the decision to give was already made. Initially, I was making contributions
to open plate on the Sundays that I attended, as I was still fulfilling the
pledge from the church I was previously attending. When I decided to
pledge at Redeemer, I estimated the amount I could give on a monthly
basis, and totaled that amount for the year. At that time, I was giving
between one and a half percent of my annual income. As I’ve become
more involved with Redeemer, my contributions have grown to about two percent. Reaching
three percent of income is a goal I hope to reach in the next few years. While pledging
seemed initially to be a sacrifice, I have come to value my commitment to Redeemer as the
giving offers me some insight when attempting to keep other lifestyle choices in check.
Jed Geyerhahn

Our family pledges every year as a response to the rich work of Redeemer
and its ministries that we see and share throughout the year. The Redeemer
community is an anchor in our busy lives. With the Redeemer community we
take time to act on Jesus' words and make them a reality. It is important to us
to support this community and to honor the spirit that guides us all.
Tom Pryce-Digby

Stewardship

As a life-long Episcopalian, I have always felt it was a very important
responsibility to make a strong financial commitment to the church—a commitment in the form of a pledge as a proportion of my income. Since coming to
Redeemer in 2005, I have experienced very deeply being part of a welcoming, generous and giving community—which I see expressed every week in
worship, music, our children's time in Atrium, mission, and fellowship. This has
reinforced my desire to give of my time and treasure—I see how much the
church gives back to me, and to all of us.
Ian Fox
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Meet Our Newest Parishioner, Isabella!
Dear Redeemer Friends –
As I write this we are waiting for assignment of a date
to meet our daughter Isabella Grace in Colombia. We
hope it will be in early October – which means that
you may be reading this after we are gone. We are
so very excited to meet Isabella, who turned 6 months
old in mid-September.
Our whole family will travel to Bogota together to
meet Isabella. Julien is able to stay 2 weeks because of his work schedule. Esteban and I will
stay with Isabella in Colombia until the legal adoption process is finished (6-8 weeks, total). I
fell in love with Bogota when I was there adopting Esteban, and am looking forward to returning. You can follow our adoption adventures on our blog. Please keep us in your prayers for
safe travels, good health, and good family bonding.

Community

God’s peace be with you,
Sabeth

http://isabellagracegoulet.blogspot.com

Welcome Joyce
Welcome to our Interim Music Director, Joyce Painter
Rice. We look forward to the wonderful music that we’ll
make together. Joyce is a longtime Episcopal church
musician who brings a wealth of experience to us as well
as warmth and humor. She has been an organist/choir
director since her early 20s, working in Episcopal, Roman
Catholic, UCC, Unitarian-Universalist, and Methodist
churches, and at a Reform Jewish Temple. Most recently,
she was at Trinity Episcopal Church in Haverhill, and last
Spring, she served as interim music director at Pilgrim
Congregational Church here in Lexington. Joyce will be
with us through December as we search for a new permanent music director.

Thank you to Redeemer’s Greeners!
Many thank to all the Redeemer’s Greeners and others who
helped maintain the church grounds this year. Many have
done this repeatedly for several years. The lawn team this
year included Randy Bowlby, Steve Burns, David Cooper,
Charlie Coons, Kim Muller, George Murnaghan, Chris Neumann, Jim Neumann, Maureen Robinson, Karen Schragle,
Sam Stevens, Tom Swithenbank, and Bill Vogele. Christopher and Jonathan Huggins trimmed bushes, and Steve
Burns maintained the equipment. And special thanks to
Ashley Rooney and Peter Lund who worked tirelessly to
maintain the beautiful side garden.
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Getting to Know You
Each month we feature an interview with a parishioner. This month, we are proud to introduce

Randy Bowlby
… as he reflects on his personal journey with pledging in a supportive church community.

We continued that method of giving at Redeemer where we pledged 5% until the girls began
college. But the habit of keeping it as a budget priority remained. We have since increased
to the 5% level again, and we strive increase our pledge 10% annually. It’s wonderful to see
Redeemer in action in so many ways; as a place of worship and fellowship, as a place of
Christian education and as a community that’s reaching out to the local and wider community
through youth programs, and a number of vital mission programs and projects. To be a part
of that is very special.

























Do you have a child to be baptized?
We celebrate Holy Baptism four times a year, on the great
…. Feast Days of the Christian calendar when we
…..particularly celebrate our relationship with
God as God’s beloved children and God’s ministers in the
world. If you have a child to be baptized, please speak to
Kate about it soon! The next baptism celebrations will be All
Saint’s Sunday on November 7th, and January 9th, the Feast of
the Baptism of Our Lord.

Community

Growing up in the Episcopal Church, my siblings and I always had
“mite boxes” that we filled during Lent with our spare pennies and
presented during the Easter service. So, giving to the church was
“imprinted” within my behavior patterns. As an adult, my first real
giving occurred on a weekly basis to a mission church Cassie and I
attended in Michigan. Years later, while attending Zion Episcopal
Church, our older daughter, Andrea underwent a number of
surgeries to correct an orthopedic birth defect. Everyone at Zion
was very supportive as we went through the many hospitalizations
and recovery periods. Then our third daughter, Courtney was born
nearly three months premature and spent her first three months in
the neo-natal unit. She was with us at home on oxygen for the next four months until she got
sick and had to go back into the hospital. She died the night before Thanksgiving and the
people at Zion rallied around us and helped us get through that difficult time with prayers,
meals and personal contact. After moving to St. Andrews Episcopal Church, Andrea needed
additional surgeries and, again, the church responded to our needs for support. It was then
that a stewardship talk got us thinking about giving to the church as a commitment to God and
making that a budget priority rather than an afterthought. That year we increased our
pledge from less than 1% to 3% of our income with the idea of increasing it each year until
we reached 5% of our income.

CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER

6 Meriam Street
Lexington, MA 02420
Phone: 781 862-6408
office@our-redeemer.net

Calendar

October

Date

Event Details

Friday-Sunday

1–3

Parish Retreat at Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference Center

Monday

4 7pm Strategic Planning Task Group

Tuesday

5

Thursday

7 7:30pm Worship Committee

3:30pm Children’s Choir, 7:30pm Adult Choir,
7:30pm Stewardship Committee

Sunday

10 No Christian Formation, Nursery Care, or Youth Group

Monday

11 Columbus Day– the office is closed

Tuesday

12

Wednesday

13 7:30pm Mission Committee

Thursday

14 3pm Communications Committee

Friday

15 Newsletter Deadline!

Saturday

16 Esperanza Work Day

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

3:30pm Children’s Choir, 7:30pm Adult Choir,
7:30pm Executive Committee

Kick-Off to Fall Pledge Drive, 8:15am Acolyte Training,
17 Adult Formation Topic: Spirituality of Giving,
4pm Family Circle, 5:30pm Youth Group Dinner
7:30pm Parish Calendar Planning Meeting for Winter-Spring 2011,
18
7:30 Finance Committee, 7:30pm Property Committee
3:30pm Children’s Choir, 7:30pm Adult Choir
19
7pm Strategic Planning Task Group

Wednesday

20 7:30pm Vestry Meeting

Saturday

23 J2A Training at St. Andrew’s in Framingham

Sunday

Start of Everything-but-the-Turkey food drive,
24 10:30am All-Parish Breakfast, 3pm Youth Stress Initiative
5:30pm Youth Group Dinner

Monday

25 1:30pm Cook for Bristol Lodge

Tuesday

26 3:30pm Children’s Choir, 7:30pm Adult Choir

Saturday

30 Habitat Work Day, 9am Liturgy Team Meeting

Sunday

31

Adult Formation Topic: Diocesan Convention issues and concerns
5:30pm Youth Group Dinner

The deadline for newsletter submissions is 15th of each month. Please email all submissions to
RF@our-redeemer.net or send to the church office, with “RF” clearly marked.

