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Dear friends, 
 
I have saved the best for last. This is the last article I‘ll write about 
the core values of our strategic plan, and the last word to cover is 
the one at the top of our strategic plan pyramid: Christ. We are 
contemporary, and Episcopal, and intergenerational, and a com-
munity. But most of all we are Christ‘s. That‘s why we‘re here and 

what makes us a church. 
 
Sometimes, when people see a church (unlike Redeemer!) that has 
lost its energy, that is no longer reaching out to new members and 
to those in need, that no longer seems interested in listening to 
God‘s call to ministry, people will say ―just take the cross off the 
roof and call it a club.‖ We do have a cross on our roof, and we 

are not a club. 
 
But what make a church different from a club? Or even different 
from a service organization like the Masons or the Boy Scouts? 
Clubs (and even service organizations) exist to serve the needs of 
their members. The church is one institution that exists to serve the 
needs of those who are not its members. Church is where we come 
together to serve God‘s world – and to get the support, training, 
help, and nourishment we need to do that.  I think most of us are 
here because we know that in serving God‘s world – in living not 
for ourselves alone, but living in ways that have meaning and pur-

pose beyond ourselves – we find a better, richer, more satisfying  
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Greetings from Kate (continued) 
 

life. As Jesus said, those who give up their life for the sake of the Gospel are the ones 

who gain real life. 
 
In sum, Christ is at the top of that pyramid because we‘re followers of Jesus. We worship 
together because it brings us closer to Jesus, and to the Christ in each one of us as we 
sing and pray together. We serve in mission because we know that Christ is in each per-
son we serve, and because it‘s what Jesus asked us to do. We bring our children – and 
ourselves – to Christian Formation because we want them to have a deeper and stronger 
relationship to Christ. Jesus is our cornerstone, our ―one foundation‖ as the hymn says, that 

underlies the purpose of all we do. 
 
I could say much more about this (and generally do from the pulpit almost every Sun-
day…) but I‘d love to hear from you what makes Redeemer different from other organi-

zations. in your eyes, and what being a Christian, a follower of Jesus, means to you. 
  

         Peace, 
 
 
         Kate 

For All the Saints on Sunday, November 6 
 
We‘ve all heard of St. Peter and St. Patrick, but you‘ve probably met a saint in your 
own life: someone who makes a difference in the lives of other people and shows God‘s 
love. The Feast of All Saints is when we celebrate all the ordinary, everyday saints of 
our lives, especially our own loved ones who have died. On All Saints we especially re-
member that each Sunday when we worship, we are surrounded by the ―cloud of wit-
nesses‖ of those who have gone before us in faith and have passed on to God‘s eternal 

rest. 
 

We want to remember the loved ones you are missing and the every-
day saints who are important to you on All Saints‘ Day. Please feel 
free to bring a photo or memento of a loved one who has died with 
you to church on November 6, and place it in the window ledges (or 
we will help you find a place for it). This cloud of witnesses surrounding 
us will be a tangible reminder that our loves ones are still with us in the 
Community of Saints and God‘s love unites us always. So bring a photo 

of your ―saint‖ with you to church on All Saints‘ Sunday. 
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Mission Sunday - November 20 
 
Our next Special Service Sunday will be Mission Sunday on November 20. Our theme 
for the day will be all the mission activities that Redeemer is involved with, with a spe-
cial emphasis on El Hogar in Honduras.  Our special guest preacher will be Liz Kinchen, 
the Executive Director of El Hogar North America. Liz will also lead the adult forum, 

sharing information and answering your questions about El Hogar. 
 
So brush up on your Spanish, and join in praying for those we serve in mission and cele-
brating how God calls us beyond our walls to get to know and love our brothers and 

sisters in many parts of the world. 
 
And save the date for our next Special Service Sunday, a St. Nicholas celebration on 

December 18. 

Soft Space Evaluation 
 

In March we instituted and blessed our Soft Space in the back of the sanctuary.   A 
place to welcome families with young children into our worshipping community, the Soft 
Space resulted from conversation about our Mission Priority to be Intergenerational in 

our Worship. 
 
As with any new thing we try, it helps to step back after we‘ve been doing it for awhile 
and ask how it‘s working.  There will be three ways to offer your input about Soft 

Space in November: 
1.  Catch up with any member of the Worship Committee (Mary Ucci, Cara Kalf, Sandy 

Keshishian, Bob King, Mary Ann Burnside) informally. 
2.  Join Sabeth and Worship Commmitee members at a designated table during the   

Parish Breakfast on November 27.  Come eat with us for an in-depth discussion, or 

just stop by and share your thoughts. 
3.   Send an email to Sabeth (sabeth@our-redeemer.net) with your feedback. 

 
We‘re looking forward to hearing what is working well with the Soft Space, and how 

we might improve it. 

mailto:sabeth@our-redeemer.net
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Seminar for Caregivers 

 
Are you caring for an older person with a long-term illness or disability?  Would you 
or someone you know like knowledge and support in that demanding ministry of         
presence?  
 
No one should be alone on this caregiving journey. 
 
Chronic Care Community Corps (4C) believes that communities can serve a vital role in 
supporting family members who are caring for elder loved ones with chronic or life-
threatening illness.  Whether you are a caregiver yourself or supporting others, these 
seminars provide you with skills and important information.  St. James's (Cambridge) 
member, Ned Rimer, heads up 4C, the Chronic Care Community Corps, and is              
coordinating this seminar.  
 
Chronic Care Community Corps (4C) trains and mobilizes people in the community to 
support their friends, co-workers, or others who are caring for older adults with chronic 
and life-threatening illnesses.   Once trained, Corps members are able to offer more 
meaningful support, as defined by the caregiver, through listening, inquiry, perspective 
taking, goal setting, and resource identification. 
 
Cost for the three-Monday seminar -- Nov. 7, 14, and 21 -- is minimal: $50.  You pay 
it forward to others who will benefit from this seminar in future. 
 
Learn more and/or register at http://www.carecommunitycorps.org     

Save the Dates for December! 
 
Although there will be more news in the December issue of Redeeming Features, you 

may want to mark your calendars now: 
 
-- December 3 is the Advent Procession Rehearsal from 9:30 to 11:00am. 
-- December 4 is the Advent Procession, a wonderful musical event, of Lessons and  
   Carols with Renaissonics Early Music Chamber Ensemble. 
-- December 11 is Cookies & Carols, our annual parish holiday party for all ages, 
   with cookie decorating followed by dinner and a carol sing. 
-- Our annual Crèche Service (Christmas Pageant) will be on December 24 at 4:00pm, 
   with a single rehearsal on Sunday December 18 from 12:00-1:00pm.  
 
These events are not to be missed, so save the date now! 

http://www.carecommunitycorps.org/
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Introducing our Sunday Nursery Care Givers  
 
Our Sunday nursery is blessed to have two dedicated and skilled care givers.  
Kathy O‘Brien Carcione has been working in Redeemer‘s nursery for 12 years, 
and Nat Krobroob just began with us in September. 
 
Kathy lives in Woburn and has worked for Lexington Public Schools for 25 years.  
She has 4 grown children and 5 grandchildren, and she loves our kids like they 
were her own. 
 
Nat works for Mt. Auburn Hospital, and lives in Stoneham.  She came to us with ex-
cellent recommendations from her work for 3 years as an au pair for a Winchester 
family with four children.  Nat was born in Bangkok, Thailand, and (not surpris-
ingly) she loves Thai food! 
 
The Sunday nursery is located on the lower level of the Christian Formation wing.  
Please drop in and say ‗hi‘ to our wonderful care givers. 
 
Redeemer‘s nursery workers are paid staff who are First Aid and CPR certified, 
CORI checked and Safe Church trained. 
 
Nursery Contact:  the Rev. Sabeth Fitzgibbons 
(sabeth@our-redeemer.net) 

mailto:sabeth@our-redeemer.net
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Adult Christian Formation aka Adult Forum 
 
Our Adult Christian Formation programs inform us about issues and concerns in our 
lives, our community and the world, AND help us consider how we respond to those 
issues and concerns as faith-filled Christians. 
 
Adult Christian Formation meets Sundays from 10:50-11:50am, in the Great Hall or 
the Meeting Room on the lower level.  We invite ages 13-113 to join us.  Bring your 
coffee and a friend! 
 
November 6:  Planning for the Future 
Have you put your affairs 'in order'?  Who will make decisions for you if you are 
too sick to make them yourself?  Does your will, if you have one, reflect your faith 
and values?  Planning for the future is part of our Christian responsibility to be 
ready to meet Jesus at any time.  Bring your questions and come join Janet 
Needham to learn more about these important topics. 
 
November 13:  Stewardship Panel 
Come ask the preachers of the day about their own stories as stewards of God‘s 
gifts and the meaning of Redeemer in their lives.  If you have been wondering 
about stewardship or you enjoy hearing stories of their fellow parishioners, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn about Church of Our Redeemer and its parishioners. 
 
November 20:  El Hogar Ministries 
Liz Kinchen, Executive Director in North America for our mission partner El Hogar 
Ministries, will present information about the variety of ministries of El Hogar Pro-
jects in Honduras.  There will be ample time for questions as well as information 
about how to join the 2012 Redeemer Mission Team to El Hogar. 
 
November 27:  Breakfast and Fellowship 
Come to the Parish Breakfast, spend some time in fellowship, make an Advent 
wreath. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Adult Christian Formation Committee to plan, 
sometimes create, and implement Adult Christian Formation programs here at Re-
deemer, please contact Sabeth.  The current committee includes:  James Surprenant, 
Melissa Morgan, Ian Fox, Susan Burkhardt, Sabeth Fitzgibbons. 
 
Adult Christian Formation Contact Person:  The Rev. Sabeth Fitzgibbons (sabeth@our-

redeemer.net)  

mailto:sabeth@our-redeemer.net
mailto:sabeth@our-redeemer.net
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Christian Formation – Children and Youth 
 

Christian Formation News 

Christian Formation for ages 3 through 12th grade is held on Sundays from 10:50-
11:50am.  Nursery care is available for infants and toddlers (through age 4) from 
8:30am-12noon so that parents can attend worship, Adult Christian Formation and 

fellowship time. 

Sunday Evening Youth Group meets in the Great Hall from 5:30-7:15pm.  Youth in 
grades 8-12 are invited to join us for fellowship as we prepare and eat dinner to-

gether. 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

** We have Sunday School/Atrium every Sunday unless otherwise noted! ** 

November 6, 13, 20 All Christian Formation classes meet on regular schedule 

November 27  Parish Breakfast with Advent Wreath Making 

 
Questions?   
Age 3-5th grade – Evelyn Hausslein (ehausslein@rcn.com / 781-861-0378) 
6th – 12th grade – the Rev. Sabeth Fitzgibbons (sabeth@our-redeemer.net) 
Youth Group – Cathy Burns (hcburns@verizon.net / 978-663-5022) 
 

Sidebars: 
 

Advent Wreath Making - November 27 
On the first Sunday of Advent, in the place of all Christian Formation programs, we 
eat together at a Parish Breakfast and then materials will be available to create or 
decorate an Advent wreath to use at home this Advent.  Bring your wreath from 
home to decorate, or create one from materials provided.  Candle sets available 

as well. 
 

Crèche Service aka Christmas Pageant 
The 4:00pm service on Christmas Eve will feature a Crèche Service, building a live  
Nativity tableau that includes all children and teens who wish to participate.  Parts 
are available for all ages and abilities.  More information to come – save the date 
for the only rehearsal on Sunday December 18 from 12noon to 1:00pm. 

 
 
 

mailto:ehausslein@rcn.com
mailto:sabeth@our-redeemer.net
mailto:hcburns@verizon.net
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Are you called to give some of your time and talent in Redeemer’s mission?  

 

A lay minister is anyone who has answered a call to “go work in the vineyard,” even if the 

person, like the second son in the parable, says “No” at first, but then shows up later. 
-Jessie Maeck, Lay Ministry Sermon, 9/25/11 

 
After hearing the words of Jessie Maeck on Sunday, September 25, we are reminded of 
our opportunities to use the gifts given to us to celebrate our community while serving  

others.   
 
The Book of Common Prayer reads:  "The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ 
and his Church; to bear witness to him where ever they may be; and, according to the 
gifts given them, to carry on Christ's work of reconciliation in the world; and to take their 
place in the life, worship, and governance of the Church." (p. 855).  This month, we cele-
brate Bristol Lodge and the Patriots‘ Day Breakfast, and their leaders who generously 
have given of their time and gifts over many years.  We are seeking volunteers who 
would like to join the leadership teams of those missions.   In each mission, the leaders 
have carefully documented what needs to be done and will help new leaders who would 

like to ―to take their place‖ in this important work of our church. 
 
Bristol Lodge 
For more than 30 years, members of Redeemer have faithfully cooked and served meals 
each month at the Bristol Lodge Soup Kitchen in Waltham, a program of the Middlesex 
Human Service Agency, Inc.  As their website reads, ―Every night, rain or shine, workday 
or holiday, between 60 and 110 people come to the kitchen for a hot, nutritious meal 
prepared and served by volunteers.  The kitchen relies heavily on volunteers, donated 
food and paper products from local businesses, churches, schools and individual residents 
of Waltham and the surrounding communities.‖  We are proud that Redeemer has been 

an important part of this volunteer corps. 
 
In recent years, Evelyn Hausslein and Dorothy Swithenbank have led the efforts of our 
team of cooks and servers.  A wonderful system is in place, including a cookbook with 

shopping lists, recipes, and tips. 
 
Food Pantry  
We are proud to support Lexington‘s Interfaith Food Pantry.  When the Food Pantry was 
founded, Redeemer offered the use of our Great Hall on Saturdays and made space for 
storage of food.  Carolyn Wortman has led the Food Pantry for many years.  From their 
website, ―Serving on Saturday mornings, the Food Pantry is currently distributing food to 
60 – 65 families…The Food Pantry is a non-profit organization staffed entirely by volun-
teers.‖  We also support the Food Pantry through the Interfaith Giving Garden and the 
Patriots’ Day Pancake Breakfast.  The Patriots’ Day Breakfast is looking for a new leader 

and other volunteers to join the leadership team. 
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Patriots’ Day Pancake Breakfast 
The Pancake Breakfast represents a wonderful opportunity to build our Redeemer      
community while supporting the Food Pantry.  Randy Bowlby, Karen Schragle and 
many others have led this effort raising more than $2,800 each year.  Coordinating 
shoppers, pancake flippers, dish washers, crowd control, and clean up; leading this re-
warding morning allows you to get to know fellow parishioners while carrying on a 

church tradition. 
 
As noted in last year‘s annual report, ―One of our principal goals is for all our members 
to give of themselves and to grow in faith through mission experiences.‖  Many thanks 
to those who have given of their gifts of leadership, to help provide all in our commu-
nity with the chance to serve. There are clear job descriptions for each of these roles.  
Anyone who would like to learn more about these leadership opportunities should con-
tact Chris Needham at 781-862-0591 or cneedham@seguinpartners.com; or Sarah 

Conrad at (781) 538-5069 or sritchie42@hotmail.com. 
 

1 Peter 4:10 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 

varied grace: 
 

Matthew 25:40: 
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me. 
 

Calling all knitters! 
 

The Grow Clinic holiday party is coming up in mid-December.  One of the highlights of 
that party is the colorful mitten tree we are able to bring.   
 

The party will be earlier in December this year, so we will need to 
fill up the tree more quickly!  We will be looking for hats and mit-
tens.  While being ―handmade‖ is not a requirement, it is a won-
derful talent to be able to share.  More information to come, but 

start your knitting now!  

mailto:cneedham@seguinpartners.com
mailto:sritchie42@hotmail.com
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A10&version=ESV
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Thank-you from Ted 
 

Dear Redeemer Community: 
 

I‘d like to begin by saying, ―THANK YOU!,‖ for the purse you gave me as a goodbye gift 
to go toward supporting my mission work.  It is truly a generous gift and will continually 
remind me of how much my time at Redeemer has meant to me. 
 

The last few months have moved by quickly, and I anticipate the next two moving even 
faster. I spent time in Colombia over the summer, thinking about accommodations, cost of 
living, and my future life style in Bogota. I also met with several clergy and lay leaders in 
the Diocese, participated in church services, and spent time with the Bishop discussing his 
vision for my missionary work. 
 

The Bishop has asked me to start an English-speaking congregation at St. Paul‘s Cathe-
dral. There are people in the Cathedral congregation, along with others in the community 
who haven‘t been attending services, who would prefer a liturgy in English, so the Bishop 
would like me to respond to that demand. In addition, I learned that the Diocese has 
been working toward sustainability by purchasing an apartment building and leasing 
parking space on the Cathedral property. The revenue from these two businesses pro-
vides 40% of the current Diocesan budget. The Bishop would like me to assist him in es-
tablishing other business opportunities, expanding the capacity of the Diocese, enabling 
the Diocese to provide adequate salaries for clergy and staff as well as respond to is-
sues of social injustice and poverty in Colombia (46% of the population lives in poverty; 
17% in extreme poverty). 
 

While, arguably, my transition has already begun, my official move begins in January.  I 
leave for a joint ECUSA and Church of Canada new missionary orientation in Toronto on 
January 4 (Toronto? … in January? … go figure!). I return from orientation just in time to 
attend a Global Episcopal Mission Network Board meeting in Atlanta on Jan. 21. I then 
depart for Bogota on January 23. I‘m currently planning to spend time improving my 
Spanish in an immersion program in Bolivia in February and early March, after which I‘ll 
be settling into my responsibilities in Bogota around the time of their Diocesan Convention 
on 18-19 March. 
 

There is a great deal of work to be done in preparation for my departure, and it‘s chal-
lenging to find the time for family, friends, teaching at BC, and talking to potential spon-
sors. But I‘m enjoying every minute of it, and looking forward to being with you on De-
cember 11. 
 

Again, many thanks for your mission purse, and for all the fond memories you‘ve given me 
of my time at Redeemer.  I will always remain, 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Ted 
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El Hogar 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the walk/bike-a-thon for El Hogar on October 23! 

 

Is 2012 Your Year for El Hogar? 
 
Redeemer will send its 7th group of volunteers to Honduras this coming summer to spend a 
week working and living side by side with the students and staff at the Agricultural School 
of El Hogar Ministries.  This mission trip is open to adults and to teens 15 years old and 
up; often a teen and a parent volunteer together.  Maximum group size is 15.  For more 
information, contact our 2012 leaders: Jessie Maeck jsmaeck@aol.com, 781-863-8053; 
Bill Vogele           vogelewi@gmail.com, 781-863-5825; Calie Koso 

calie@kosofamily.com,  781-863-8047. 
 

Trip dates: July 13-20, 2012 
 
El Hogar, (www.elhogar.org) a joint project of the Episcopal Churches of the United States 
and Honduras, provides education to 250 boys and girls in       Honduras.  Redeemer has 
sent volunteers 6 times since 2006 to participate in this inspiring organization.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Church of Our Redeemer members teach English  

class to first-year students at the Escuela Agricola  
de El Hogar: l to rt: Erica Brotschi (seated), Lindsay  

Koso, Jessie Maeck, Katherine Mirani, Cathy Burns. 

 
 

Whitewashing the pig house: Karla Faber, 
Meike Faber, Katherine Mirani, Steve Burns, 

Chuck Hornberger. 

mailto:jsmaeck@aol.com
mailto:vogelewi@gmail.com
mailto:calie@kosofamily.com
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Why Give to Redeemer?   
Here’s what some of your fellow parish members say... 
 

Evelyn Hausslein 
I give to Redeemer because it is a community that is central to my 
life.  In retirement, I choose to spend my time working with chil-
dren in Atrium and elders through the pastoral care committee, 
which gives me pleasure and energy for the rest of my activities.  
Adult Christian formation and working on mission projects also 
feeds me with ideas about being God‘s minister in this world.  The 
Redeemer community gives to me, and I give back in time, talent 

and treasure. 
 

I gave proportionally for the first time last year after learning how proportional giving 
can help a person give more thoughtfully.  Every fall, my husband and I discuss our 
charitable giving, and these conversations always lead to a deeper understanding of 
how to choose to spend our money.  In addition, I have often thought of how close we 
can get to a tithe.  The idea of giving proportionally, even if it is a low percentage, 
had never occurred to me.  But giving proportionally last year changed our perspective 

on giving and moved us closer to tithing. 
 

Janet Kern 
We began attending Redeemer just after our first child, Eric, was born.  It was our first 
experience as members of a church, and so we chose to make an annual pledge be-
cause we sensed that it was the right thing to do. 
 

After a few years, I was asked to serve on the vestry and had the opportunity to see a 
list of the range of pledge amounts given annually to the parish. I was surprised at how 
low our pledge was in relation to the norm. I was starting to realize that a church stew-
ardship pledge is not the same as a donation to a favorite charity. The difference 
turned out to be something called ―community.‖  That year we decided that we wanted 
to pledge at least according to the norm of the parish, if we possibly could. In this way, 
we could feel that we were an integral part of a community of people who together 
support the life of the parish. 
 

Our sense of this community and our need to sustain it has only increased as our chil-
dren have grown up, and as each of us has served on the vestry. We have always 
given proportionally according to our income and in much greater proportion than to 
any other charity. And each year we evaluate our circumstances and try to increase 
that percentage. 
 

Today, we give to Redeemer not because it‘s ―right‖, (although it still is), and not in rela-
tion to what others give, but in deep thanksgiving for the community that has embraced 
our family for over twenty years. 
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 Why Give (cont’d) 
 
Jim Neumann 

We give because we know that everything we have comes from 
God, and because we know we are blessed to have enough to 
give.  We also believe in Redeemer‘s mission of worship, educa-
tion, and mission – and Redeemer has always been a supportive 
and engaging community for us and our kids.  When we first 
came to Redeemer, we looked for some clues about how much to 
give.  We found a flat amount we were comfortable with; I was 
surprised to realize we would be giving more than to other 

charities, at least until I thought about what it takes to run a church.  Then one year 
someone published the distribution of pledges in the parish – that was an eye-opener, 
and we realized we should and could give much more, and we made a big jump in 
our pledge.  Even looking at the average pledge helped us – we viewed that as our 
―fair share‖, at least to start.  At this point, we do our best to give at least a little 
more each year – when my company does well, and that is shared with me, we try to 
add to our pledge by a proportional amount. 
 

Tom Pryce-Digby 
When pledging season comes around again, I always think of Randy Bowlby's meta-
phor:  When you have a box of donuts, it's more satisfying to give a few away at the 
start rather than give away the leftovers at the end! 
 

Pledging for 2012 must be about what we hope to create.  My family has seen our 
pledge dollars create diverse and wonderful experiences in the Redeemer community.  
These experiences are a mix of the expected and unexpected.  We know to expect 
the cycle of the church year, but along the way we experience accidental moments of 
insight and wonder that give purpose to our intentional lives.  Our pledge dollars help 
fulfill the ambitious goals we have acknowledged in worship, formation and mission.  
These dollars we need to find at the top of our donut box! 
 

How much to pledge is always an open question.  Something is always the right an-
swer.  Partly this is because we know participation in annual pledging drives enthusi-
asm and encourages others to join in supporting.  We also know that the church needs 
financial support in addition to all our caring activities.  One helpful tool is to make 
the gift proportional to next year's projected family income.  That way I can compare 
the money we give to the church to the other budget spending items.  Does this com-
pare to gifts we make to other organizations?  Does it compare to the amounts we 
spend on other less valuable activities? 
 
We try to live our intentional lives from the top of the donut box.  It feels better that 
way! 
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Why I pledge to Redeemer (cont’d) 
 

James Surprenant 
Times are difficult today.  The global economy is in distress while 
God's creation suffers.  Poverty is on the rise and social justice is on 
the slide.  Our national dialogue is mired in selfishness and we are 
conditioned to live in fear.  
 

As followers of Jesus, we are the minds, the hearts and the very real 
hands of Christ in a broken world.  We are charged to take action 
and to work together to make the resurrection happen every day. 
 

We know the good work that Redeemer does.  Our worship sustains 
us and our formation programs strengthen us.  Our mission programs touch so many, from 
the hungry in Lexington, to the homeless in Lawrence, to schoolchildren in the jungles of 
Honduras and so many places in between.  The work we do is important, and even criti-
cal in these difficult times.   
 

Last year, Ellen and I made our first proportional pledge to Redeemer, and for us, this is 
the foundational part of connecting to the Redeemer community. 
 
Why a proportional gift?  The rationale is simple.  When we were younger, we were less 
able to make a substantial financial gift to the church but we benefitted from the gener-
ous gifts of others.  As we have grown older and enjoy a better lifestyle, it makes sense 
that we would take on more responsibility and increase our giving.  Proportional giving 
feels like a fair way to participate in a community where incomes vary from member to 
member.  It also provides flexibility as circumstances vary within one's own lifetime. 
 
We encourage all to reflect on the work Redeemer does to help heal a hurting world 
and to consider making a proportional pledge for 2012.    
 

Peg Wright 
I pledge to the Church of Our Redeemer because of all of us need to know how much 
money is in the budget. Ken and I tried to tithe after taxes while giving to all our special 

causes including Church of Our Redeemer.  
 

I give to Redeemer to encourage ever more mission outreach. My hope is that we will 

give 50% of our money away. 
 

The real reason I give to Church of Our Redeemer is the Holy Spirit who flows through 

the congregation and the staff and hopefully me.  
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Support Lexington’s Interfaith Food Pantry! 
 

Carolyn Wortman, director of the Food Pantry, 
thanks the Redeemer Community for our 
―Everything but the Turkey‖ contributions in past 
years, but has asked that we not have the full 
offering this November. Instead, the Food Pantry 

would appreciate donations of some of the usual items listed below, how-
ever. During the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays the Food Pantry re-
ceives more donations than needed, but at other times of the year they 
need more donations of staples foods that they request in the Item of the 

Month notices in the weekly bulletin. If you have contributed to Everything 
But the Turkey in past years, please join in supporting the Food Pantry this 
month by providing one or two of the Thanksgiving items from the list below 
and please support the Item of the Month collection at other times of the 
year.  
 
 Nuts   
 Juice       

Instant mashed potatoes 
Turkey gravy 
Stuffing 
Cranberry sauce 
 

These non-perishable items can be dropped off in the bin in the church stair-

well any day until Friday, November 18. 
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Music News…. 

REDEEMER's ORGANS - The music committee is pleased to announce that, as of this fall, 
we have contracted with the Pelland Pipe Organ Company of Derry, NH, to maintain 
and service our Bevington chamber organ and our Gress-Miles organ in the choir loft. To 
learn more about Richard Pelland and associates, visit www.pellandorgan.com. Click on 
multimedia to see our instruments featured among his clients.  You 
can link to a YouTube sampler of our Bevington, for which we soon 
hope to raise enough funds to finish its restoration. (Toward that end, 
contributions to Redeemer's Music Fund are welcome!) Bruce Francis 
is owed a deep and profound debt of gratitude for his countless 
hours and unending devotion to care of our instruments in years 
past. Bruce met Dick Pelland recently, and they had a lively and 

productive exchange of information!! THANK YOU, BRUCE!  
 
SINGING OPPORTUNITIES IN NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, AND JANUARY - 
On an ongoing basis, adult choir rehearses WEDNESDAY evenings 7:30-9:00, and SUN-
DAY mornings 8:30-9:15 (CHILD CARE PROVIDED).  Please contact Bernadette at bern-
colley@gmail.com if you have any questions, or just show up! NEW MEMBERS are al-
ways needed, and encouraged to join us - either just for feast days, or on a regular ba-
sis. If you can't make a weekly commitment, the Advent and Christmas season offer op-
portunities for special services; we especially need volunteers to take the place of 
regular choir members who may be away for the holidays. See the back page of the RF 

calendar for rehearsal schedule. In short, you are welcomed to join us 
for any or all of the following: Sunday morning services (no choir 
December 4); candlelight Advent Procession of Lessons and Carols 
with the Early Music Ensemble Renaissonics on Sunday December 4 at 
4:00pm; Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 8:00pm, Lexington 
Choral Festival on Sunday, January 29 at 3:00pm at Hancock 
Church. We will be rehearsing the music for all these primarily during 
our regular rehearsals, but Bernadette will have packets of music 
available for you to take home if you can't make it to some of the re-

hearsals. 
 

CELTIC SERVICE and FELLSWATER -  
Many thanks to those of you who offered feedback on our first Special Sunday Service 
devoted to Celtic spirituality and music during the Season of Creation. If you want to 
hear more of the band Fellswater in other venues, they'll be at the Nourish Cafe in Lex-
ington on December 2, 7:30-10pm, and at Waxy O'Connor's in Lexington on December 

11, 5:00-8:00pm and December 18, 1:00-4:00pm. 
 
 

http://www.pellandorgan.com
mailto:berncolley@gmail.com
mailto:berncolley@gmail.com
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Music News (cont’d) 

YOUTH CHOIR and DOUBLE FLUTE - NOVEMBER 13 
The newly begun song sessions in our Grade 1-4 Atrium classes have gone well so far. 
We're planning on having children sing (voluntarily) in the November 13 service, accom-
panied on flutes by Sarah Neumann and Monisha Reginald, so mark your calendars! Par-

ents will receive emails with details. 
 
REDEEMER ROSTER is an open and ongoing invitation to parishioners to add your musi-
cal talents to our data base of diverse musical talents and offerings. Whether you play 
an instrument (all varieties welcomed), or sing a special genre or style, please let Berna-

dette know if you're interested in contributing your talents some Sunday morning. 
 
Finally, we still have not found a home for the Extra Piano downstairs. It's yours for the 

taking, so please contact Lisa Thistle if you, or anyone you know, are interested!! 
 

***************** 
 

CELTIC SERVICE PHOTO’S 
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Winter Storms 
 

We never expected our winter storms to start in October! But it‘s a 
good reminder to let everyone know of our bad weather procedures. 
You can call the church office at 781-862-6408 or check for an email 
update to see if services are cancelled. Usually those are updated by 
7am. It‘s our general policy not to cancel worship if the clergy can get 
here. However, that does not mean you have to be here! On stormy 

days, all those with official duties are excused. Often we hold worship but cancel choir, 
Christian Formation, coffee hour, and other non-worship events, and operate without aco-
lytes or Liturgy Team. Please use your own judgment and only come to church if it‘s safe 

for you to travel.  

Fall Back this Sunday, November 6! 
 
It‘s Daylight Savings time again. Don‘t miss that extra hour of sleep! Turn 
your clocks back on Saturday night, or you just might be early for church 

on Sunday. 



`  
 
 
 
 

November  Date  Event Details 

Tuesday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 7:00 pm - EfM Class 

Wednesdays 2, 9, 16 7:30—9:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 3 7:00 pm - Vestry Budget meeting 

Saturday 5 9:00 am - Liturgy Team meeting 

Sunday 6 

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 
8:30 - 9:15 am - Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II  
10:45 am - Christian Formation for children and youth 
10:50 am - Adult Christian Formation: Planning for the 
Future 
12 noon - Pastoral Care Team meeting 
Daylight Savings time ends 

Monday 7 7:30 pm - Executive Committee meeting 

Friday 11 Office Closed in observance of Veteran‘s Day 

Sunday 13 

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 
8:30 - 9:15 am - Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II (Stewardship Preachers) 
10:45 am - Christian Formation for children and youth 
10:50 am - Adult Christian Formation: Stewardship Panel 

Monday 14 
7:00 pm - Atrium Parent Training 
7:30 pm - PIC Discernment Committee meeting 

Wednesday 16 7:30 pm - Vestry meeting 

Sunday 20 

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 
8:30 - 9:15 am - Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II  (2012 Pledge Ingather-
ing); Guest Preacher, Liz Kinchen, El Hogar 
10:45 am - Christian Formation for children and youth 
10:50 am - Adult Christian Formation: Mission Partner, El 
Hogar 
12 noon - PIC Discernment Committee meeting 

Please send all announcements by email to office@our-redeemer.net or for those without email, call or 

send to the church office, with ―RF‖ clearly marked. 

The monthly deadline for all Redeeming Features submissions is the 15th of the Month. 

Calendar 
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November  Date  Event Details 

Monday 21 7:30 pm - Finance Committee meeting 

Tuesday 22 
7:00 pm -  LICA Town-wide Thanksgiving Service at St. 
Brigid‘s 

Thursday & 
Friday 

24-25 Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving 

Sunday 27 

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist Rite I 
8:30 - 9:15 am - Choir Rehearsal 
9:30 am - Holy Eucharist Rite II  
10:30 am - All Parish breakfast/Advent Wreath making 
No Children, Youth or Adult Christian Formation 
12 noon - Worship Committee meeting 

Monday 28 
11:30 pm - Cook for Bristol Lodge 
7:30 pm - Mission Committee meeting 

Wednesday 30 
7:30 - 9:00 pm - Dress Rehearsal for December 4 Advent 
Procession 

Please send all announcements by email to office@our-redeemer.net or for those without email, call or 

send to the church office, with ―RF‖ clearly marked. 

The monthly deadline for all Redeeming Features submissions is the 15th of the Month. 

Calendar 


