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Dear Redeemer,
1

I have had a lot to give thanks for lately. A few weeks ago, after being sent
out in prayer from the Parish retreat weekend in late September, I traveled to
Chicago to marry Jack Clark. Amidst a week full of taking care of last minute
3 details and introducing family and friends to one another, I saw a new stage of
my life with her take shape. On the morning of our wedding, Jack and I met in
3 a small park across the street from the church in Lombard, IL. For a few minutes
before the service, we gathered ourselves, along with our families and our
7 friends from childhood and college and seminary, took a deep breath, and
walked into the chapel to get married. Our wedding liturgy was beautiful and
8 poignant, with joyful music and fresh baked bread offered by friends and
colleagues, and the Eucharist celebrated by the priest who first helped bring
10 Jack and me to New York, via the Episcopal Service Corps. Another priest who
we worked with in Chicago preached a wonderful sermon. She lifted up our
12 love as a sign of God’s Kingdom in the midst of our current world, and how we
are for one another a home, like the tree that grows up from a tiny mustard
seed. And as we walked arm in arm out of the church, I felt like I was being
carried by the love of all those gathered to witness our vows, to be affirmed in
their own promises, and to pledge their support for Jack and my new life
together.
2

FRIEND US ON FACEBOOK!

https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Church-of-OurRedeemer/145507075486413

Our families continued their ongoing love fest throughout the weekend. At the
reception, both families spoke of their love for Jack and myself, genuine
symbols of our growing lives together. In the hotel bar afterwards, new in-laws
and friends from different times and places in our lives mingled together and
cheered a Red Sox win (OK, mostly the Boston folks). On Sunday we sat in
awe at the astounding generosity of gifts from family and friends, and on
Monday morning we went to the airport to fly to Savannah, Georgia for our
honeymoon. Our time in Georgia was fantastic and refreshing and too short.
We ate delicious food and walked the streets of the old city and slept late
and talked about the events of the past week and those to come, and just
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Greetings from Rev. Andrew (cont’d)
enjoyed ourselves deeply for four days, and then returned to Boston happy and wishing we had another
week. An old friend is getting married this weekend, and has asked me to take part. Furthermore my
sister Lucy is expecting a child in the coming days, and while this meant that she was not able to travel
for the wedding, a great new joy is entering into our family. It all feels like a whirlwind, even if it has
been a happy one. God has provided a rich abundance of blessings, and I am taking the time, when I
can, to stop and be still and give thanks for the people and events that have shaped my life.
As we celebrate All Saints Day on November 3, baptizing a new brother into the body of Jesus Christ,
and also approach the Thanksgiving holiday, with the seasons of Advent and Christmas not far away, I
invite you to find time to be still and pray about the people who have shaped your life. There are, of
course, saints of God who we never had the chance to meet, ancestors and historical figures, who did
small and great things that made a profound difference in our lives today. And while some saints are no
longer alive, and others may live in a different part of the country or the world, there are some saints
that live very near to you, including in your home! These people are God’s saints and messengers, and
we are called to learn to be better disciples of Jesus by their example.

Worship

For all the saints – those who have gone on and those right here in our lives, we thank you, God. Help us
to celebrate those who show us the way and help us to choose to be the saints you call us to be.
Peace,
Andrew
Town-wide Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, Tuesday
November 26
Our annual town-wide Thanksgiving service, sponsored by the Lexington
Interfaith Clergy Association, will be Tuesday evening November 26 at
7:00pm. This year the host will be our neighbors across the street, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
(the former home of Church of Our Redeemer before the current church was built). The service will
feature music, prayers and readings from many traditions, and homilies from an interfaith group of
clergy of Lexington You are encouraged to bring a canned good or donation to the Lexington
Interfaith Food Pantry or Lexington Interfaith Garden. A reception with refreshments will follow the
service. It is sure to be a wonderful evening sharing our faith and thanksgiving for God’s abundance
with the whole Lexington community.
Save the Dates for December!
Although there will be more news in the December issue of Redeeming Features, you may want to mark
your calendars now. All are events not to be missed, so save the date now!
-- December 1 is Advent Wreath making and the all parish breakfast after worship.
-- December 8 is the Advent Lessons and Carols, a wonderful musical event featuring the
Adult and Children’s choirs, to celebrate the Advent season at 4pm.
-- December 15 is Cookies & Carols, our annual parish holiday party for all ages, with
cookie decorating at 4pm followed by dinner at 5pm and a carol sing.
-- December 22 will be the Creche rehearsal in lieu of children/youth formation on Sunday morning.
-- Each Wednesday in Advent we will have a noon-time Eucharist with Advent meditations.

J
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Music News
On the Feast of All Saints Sunday, Nov. 3rd, we welcome guest musicians Soprano Lisa
Correnti, Violinist Katie Chen, and Organist Geoffrey Wieting who join the choir and guest
violinist in selections from Faure's Requiem (Pie Jesu, Sanctus, and In Paradisum).

Music

On Sunday Nov. 24th, the Atrium Singers will sing a Thanksgiving Introit, and all during the
month of November, while preparing its regular Sunday offerings, our choir also will be busily
preparing its annual Advent Candlelight Lessons & Carols Service for Sunday December 8,
at 4:00, with a guest string quartet. Singers are welcomed to join us for this special
service, and may pick up packets of music as they become available, and plan to attend
the second half of regular Wednesday rehearsals from 8:15-9:00 each week.
Looking ahead…
Sunday, February 9, 3:00pm, Lexington Choral Festival at St. Brigid’s Church
Monday, April 7, 7:30pm, Combined “Life’s Journeys” concert with the Brookhaven
Chorus.

2013 Giving Garden Harvest
Thank you to all the volunteer gardeners who took time to work in
the Redeemer Giving Garden this year. The garden has now been
put to bed for the winter and I am happy to report that we had a
record harvest in 2013 providing an estimated $370 in fresh
organic vegetables and herbs to the Interfaith Giving Garden to
help feed our brothers and sisters in Lexington.

We will be giving thanks and blessing the harvest on Sunday November 24, during 9:30
worship at the start of Thanksgiving week.
Special thanks goes to Donna Moultrup and Alan Kalf for once again doing much of the hard
work behind the scenes as our expert farmers who planned the garden, put up our beanpoles
and cages, weeded, provided weekly updates for our volunteers
and took down the garden at the end of the season.
See you next spring!
James Surprenant
Giving Garden Coordinator

Parish Life

We grew delicious beans, cucumbers,
potatoes, peppers, tomatoes
and fresh herbs for our neighbors this year.

By the numbers, we estimated that we harvested:
 77 cucumbers,
 25 pounds of tomatoes,
 14 pints of cherry tomatoes,
 22 pounds of potatoes,
 16 pounds of string beans, and,
 36 bouquets of fresh cut herbs: basil, chive, oregano &
parsley.
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2013 Parish Retreat

Parish Life

photo’s courtesy of Mary Ucci
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Parish Life

"Mark you Calendar! Save the Date!
Don't Miss it!
The next Parish Fall Weekend Retreat is:
“September 26 - 28, 2014”
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Daylight Savings time begins on November 3. Fall back!
A reminder that on Saturday night, November 2, you should turn your
clocks one hour back so you aren’t too early for church.
Bulb planting and Parish Garden Clean-up Day: Saturday, Nov. 9,
8:00am- noon

Parish Life

Autumn means it’s time to put our gardens to bed for the winter - to rake,
trim and provide a nice blanket of mulch for our memorial garden
perennials. This year, thanks again to a very generous parishioner
donation of bulbs...means planting time! We are hoping lots of
parishioners, especially families with young children will be able to help
us any time from 8:00 am to noon on Saturday, November 9. Also, we will
be cleaning out the shed from 10:30 am to noon. Bring gloves, a rake,
and small shovels...and friends and family...

Redeeming Knitters
Attention Redeeming Knitters! As part of our homework for Mittens 101 at Knittin Kitten
University, we will meet on Thursdays, November 14th and 21st. Both evenings we will
meet at 7:30 pm in the Handley Library. Bring your needles, yarn and pattern, for more
knitting fun.
If you have any questions, please call Susan Burkhardt at 781-899-8644 or Evelyn
Hausslein, 781-861-0378.
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Adult Formation News
Adult Christian Formation meets Sundays from 10:50-11:50am, in the Great Hall. We
invite ages 13-113 to join us. Bring your coffee and a friend!
November 3: All Saints Sunday
Following Sunday worship, which includes the baptism of David Chaisson, Adult Forum
focuses on the meaning and connections between our feast day of All Saints and Halloween. Rev. Kate will lead our forum, as we remember the Saints, both throughout time
and space, and in our own lives.

November 17: Old Testament Money Theology
Rev. Andrew will lead a conversation about the place of money and theologies of
money in the Hebrew scriptures. We will examine biblical passages and discuss the relationship between our faith and our finances, and how this relationship has been shaped.
November 24: New Testament Money Theology
The conversation continues; Rev. Kate will facilitate a discussion focusing on the themes
of money and theology emerging from the New Testament.
Dec. 1: Advent Wreath Making
Welcome the Advent season with a home made wreath! We will gather children and
adults together for an intergenerational formation event.

Save the Date!

Youth Group Overnight: Saturday Nov. 16
Mark your calendars for the night of Nov. 16. The
youth group is sleeping over at the church, beginning
on Saturday night and finishing on Sunday morning.

Christian Formation

November 10: Guest Speaker, Bruce Rockwell
Bruce Rockwell has served as a diocesan Financial Officer and Stewardship Assistant to
the Bishop in Western Massachusetts and Rochester. He worked professionally as a
banker for over 20 years, and writes a blog for The Episcopal Network for Stewardship. Mr. Rockwell brings a wealth of experience and insight into a full, spiritual vision of
stewardship.
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A PRIMER ON PLEDGING
Where does the church’s money come from?
It comes from you. Unlike other denominations, we receive no financial support from outside the
parish (for example, from the diocese). We receive some rental income from the onsite
daycare and for the use of the church steeple for cell phone antennas, but about 65% of our
budget is funded by donations from parishioners.

Stewardship

What is the church’s income used for?
A majority of our general operating budget goes to salaries for Kate, Andrew, Bernadette,
and Lisa, as well as the upkeep of the church building. The church’s budget is presented each
year at the Annual Meeting of all members in January. If you’d like a copy of the church
budget, just ask any member of the stewardship or finance committee, or call the church office.
What is a pledge?
A pledge is a commitment to donate a certain amount of money to Church of Our Redeemer
during a calendar year. You can make a pledge by filling out a pledge card with the amount
of money you intend to donate on a weekly, monthly or annual basis, or by emailing Lisa, the
church administrator, at office@our-redeemer.net, or our treasurer Frank Kern at
frank@mackhillfarm.org with your name and the amount you would like to pledge.
A pledge is not a legally binding commitment. You may change your pledge at any time. It is
your decision. However, almost everyone honors the pledge that they’ve made for the year. If
you need to change your pledge, just let our treasurer, Frank Kern, know.
So what are those envelopes?
Traditionally, many churches have provided envelopes to enclose contributions. The envelopes
allow parishioners to submit cash and have the cash tracked to count towards your annual
pledge and for tax purposes. Since many people simply make their pledge with checks,
envelopes are not always used, because the checks typically provide the information needed to
track pledges. If a parishioner intends to pay a pledge with cash, using an envelope is
necessary to track who the pledge came from (please write your pledge number on each
envelope). Others simply prefer to use the envelope to enclose the payment, whether check or
cash. Receipts for pledges are received in the mail around tax season, as all pledge donations
are tax deductible.
Does everybody pledge?
About 60% of Redeemer households currently pledge, and others give to open plate without
pledging. The Stewardship Committee’s goal is always to increase the number of pledging
commitments. A contribution is required by national church bylaws to be a voting member of
the Annual Meeting. However, even a contribution of a dollar per year fulfills this requirement.
How much do they pledge?
The amount of your pledge is very much a personal decision. While our average pledge is
about $3,100, our median pledge is $2,000. Based on average income statistics of Lexington
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A PRIMER ON PLEDGING (cont’d)
and surrounding communities, it would appear that many individuals and families pledge
about 1-2% of annual income. The stewardship committee asks parishioners to try
proportional giving, and that parishioners consider pledging a minimum of 3% of their annual
income towards Redeemer’s operating budget, (i.e. exclusive of any other donations toward
worthy causes taken at Redeemer). Based on the statistics we have seen, if Church of Our
Redeemer received a typical number of pledges and the gifts were 3% of Lexington’s median
household income, member offerings would pay Redeemers current annual operating budget,
leaving other sources of income to be used for outreach, etc.
Why pledge? Why not just put something in the plate?
Pledging changes your relationship to Redeemer by making you a committed contributor to its
operational budget. Many parishioners describe pledging as a joyful and fulfilling
experience of commitment. On a practical level, a pledge helps you plan your budget (and
helps us plan ours). Also, by pledging, you know how much you can give, and a pledge is a
helpful reminder of what you’ve offered to give back to your church community and God.

So how do I decide how much to give? How much does the church need?
The church’s annual operating budget is about $500,000. However, for many people, the
church’s needs are not really the issue when deciding how much to give. Of course the church
can use every dollar, and the more that is donated, the more we can grow our ministry, the
more we are able to help out other charities, etc.
The point of pledging is not that the church needs to get the money, but that we need to give
it. A pledge is a spiritual reminder that all we have comes from God and that spiritual health
comes from sharing what we have with others. How much you need to give is a very
individual issue. The Bible suggests giving 10% of your income to charity, and many people
find that stretching to that level gives them a whole new perspective on money, trust, and
God, and great sense of freedom and joy.
We strongly urge that you give proportionally – a percentage of your income, whether it is
1% or 10%. Sit down with your household budget and your income statement and see what
would work for your household. Perhaps start with 3% with the goal of raising the
percentage slightly each year. You may even choose to give 3% to the church and 2% to
other charities you wish to support. Try it and notice the difference it makes in your life!

Stewardship

From an administrative perspective, pledging is critical for planning the church budget. At the
end of the pledge drive in November, our finance committee makes up the budget for the
next year based on how much money we expect members to donate. If you don’t pledge,
we are not able to include your donation in the budget and don’t know how much money the
church will have for salaries and other expenses. This makes it very difficult to plan and be
responsible stewards of our church’s finances. Put differently, without a financial commitment
from the parish, the church is unable to make a financial commitment to staff, etc.
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Mission News
An opportunity to join a Redeemer tradition!
Have you been thinking about joining the Bristol Lodge team? Have you been looking for a
way to help others as we enter the holiday season? Trying to find an activity you can do as a
family for the good of our neighbors?
The Bristol Lodge team would like to invite new volunteers to cook during the months of
November and December.
Monday, November 25, 1:30 p.m. – Come join the team in the church kitchen to cook a simple
casserole to be served at Bristol Lodge

Mission

Monday, December 23, 1:30 p.m. – Looking for two to three families, with children or teens,
to cook and deliver the meal. Recipes and ingredients will be provided, but you can choose
what to cook! School will be out, so this is a great opportunity to include your children. You
may serve the meal at Bristol Lodge, if you’d like.
If you’re interested in taking advantage of this great opportunity, please contact Evelyn
Hausslein, ehausslein@rcn.com or 781-861-0378.
Bristol Lodge, a program of Middlesex Human Service Agency, Inc. and located in Waltham, is
the only dinner program for homeless people in the western suburbs inside 128. It serves dinner
every day to about 100 men and women. For 25 years Redeemer has been cooking and serving
on the 4th Monday of every month.
Help to bring good cheer to families this holiday season
Again this year, Redeemer will be helping to host the Holiday Party for the
parents and children served by the Grow Clinic. The date of the party is
Thursday, December 19. If you would like to help with Holiday Party
planning or participate in any of the activities described, please contact
Chris Needham at 781-862-0591.
During December, parishioners donate funds to support families served by the Clinic. In
advance of the party our teens buy presents for the children; parishioners donate hats, scarves
and mittens for the Mitten Tree; Susan Burkhardt and Redeemer’s Knitters provide a lot handknitted items; and, our bakers bake nut-free cookies. Randy Bowlby leads a group of
musicians who play at the party and volunteers, including some of our teens, provide helping
hands at the party as well. Also, at our Christmas services, parishioners donate their favorite
“read-to-me” books for toddlers and young children, which the Clinic gives to families.
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Mission News (cont’d)
Redeemer has had a relationship with the Grow Clinic for over seven years and this is the
fifth year we have been invited to help with the Holiday Party. Please join us!
The Grow Clinic, http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic.htm, is located at Boston Medical
Center and it serves families who have a baby or toddler who has been diagnosed with FTT
(failure to thrive). This is a very serious medical condition that occurs when a child does not
receive adequate nutrition due to complex social and
economic factors.

Grow Clinic Holiday Party 2012

Marilyn Williamson, after face-painting

Susan Burkhardt and Katherine Mirani

Bernadette Colley and Rev. Danielle Tumminio

Mission

Lindsay Koso and Rev. Kate

`

Calendar
November
Saturday

2

Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Thursday
Saturday

7
9

Sunday

10

Monday

11

Tuesday

12

Thursday

14

Sunday

17

Monday

18

Tuesday

19

Wednesday
Thursday

20
21

Sunday

24

Monday

25

Tuesday

26

Thurs.-Friday

28 & 29

9:00am - Liturgy Team meeting
8:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II w/Holy Baptism: All Saints’ Sunday
10:50am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: All Saints’
12:00noon - Personnel Committee meeting
5:30pm - Men’s Group dinner meeting
6:45pm - Realizing Our Vision Team meeting
7:45pm - Church Community meeting
7:45pm - Property Committee meeting
9:00am - EfM class
7:00pm - EfM class
7:30pn - Stewardship Committee meeting
7:00pm - Vestry budget meeting
8:00am - All Parish Fall Yard Clean-up
8:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:50am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: Bruce Rockwell on Stewardship
12:00noon - Executive Committee meeting
Office Closed in observance of Veteran’s Day
9:00am - EfM class
7:00pm - EfM class
7:30pm - Creation Care Team meeting
7:30pm - Redeeming Knitters
8:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:50am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: Old Testament Money Theology
7:30pm - Finance Committee meeting
9:00am - EfM class
7:00pm - EfM class
7:30pm - Vestry meeting
4:00pm - Warden meeting
8:00am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:30am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:50am - Christian Formation for children and youth
10:50am - Adult Christian Formation: New Testament Money Theology
12:00 noon - Worship Committee meeting
1:30pm - Cook for Bristol Lodge
7:30pm - Mission Committee meeting
9:00am - EfM class
7:00pm - EfM class
7:00pm - Community Thanksgiving Service at St. Nicholas
Office closed for Thanksgiving.

Please send all announcements by email to office@our-redeemer.net or for those without email, call or send to the
church office, with “RF” clearly marked.
The monthly deadline for the December Redeeming Features submissions is November 15.

