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Greetings from Rev. Andrew Goldhor

"
Redeemer Family,
"AsDearI write
this I am preparing to drive up to the Barbara C. Harris Camp and

Conference Center for our Parish Weekend. I am so looking forward to our time
up there, both the shared time of fellowship and worship and fun, but also the
drive by myself through the sunshine. This will especially be true after I get
through the inevitable Boston traffic on a Friday afternoon. And I will
remember I have written this when I am sitting in that traffic, I promise. The
reason I look forward to that drive is that I find something holy in a quiet drive
taken alone. Particularly as New England has started to take on the colors of
Autumn, I think we have an opportunity to commune with God whenever we
can shutoff our chattering minds and simply enjoy the beauty of God’s world.

"This is one opportunity among many that present themselves to us in the fall. I

INSIDE THIS ISSUE"

"
"
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hope that you too are able to seek out time to be with God outside your normal
routines. If this is already part of your cycle of life, keep at it. But for those
who do not often find that they have time to appreciate the blessing of creation,
or fun time with friends and family, or quiet time to listen for God’s voice in
your life, I pray that you will make this a priority in the coming days.

"Finally, I commend to your prayers two of our bishops; First the newly retired

Diocesan Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Tom Shaw, who has continued to fight a serious
form of cancer. Bishop Shaw has demonstrated remarkable grace and courage
throughout his illness, and he displayed that strength and spirit-filled presence
most clearly in his recent appearance at Bishop Alan Gates’ consecration.
Please continue to keep Tom in your prayers. Secondly, our new bishop, the Rt.
Rev. Alan Gates, who was consecrated on Saturday, September 13, and
promptly flew off to Taiwan to be with the House of Bishops. Pray for Bishop
Gates as he begins this new ministry in our midst.

"Yours in faith,
"
Andrew
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Music News
Music rehearsals are well under way for our fall worship!. "

"
"
"
"
"

The Atrium Singers will be kicking off their service participation this year by
leading all children and youth in a verse of "All God"s Creatures" for our
Blessing of the Animals Service on October 5th. We will also be accompanied
by James Surprenant on accordion that day. "

"

"
"

On October 19th, the Atrium singers will present their first Introit of the year,
singing Natalie Sleeth's "Feed My Lambs".. The Atrium Singers are a goodsized, and great-sounding group of voices!"

"
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"

For the Feast of All Saints on November 2nd, we welcome for the first time to
Redeemer LHS flutist
Matan Silver for this year's quiet introspective
observance of All Saints Day. Matan will be playing in ensemble with the choir,
and solo selections. Atrium Singers return to our service on Sunday November
23rd. "

"

Our annual Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols (Kate's first worship event upon her
return!) takes place on Sunday December
7th at 4:00, and will feature the brass
quartet Fortebrass. Singers - it's not too
early to begin thinking about joining the
Adult Choir for either of these special
services. New and adjunct voices are
always welcome!

"
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FOLLOW KATE ON SABBATICAL!!

"

Kate may be on sabbatical, but she will be sending "electronic
postcards” from her spiritual journey and worldly travel to our church
web site.

"

If you'd like to get Kate's sabbatical blog posts delivered to your email
box, please visit www.our-redeemer.net and subscribe to the
sabbatical blog. Enter your email address in the box on the lower right
where it says "subscribe to blog" and on the next screen you will be
given the opportunity to decide which topics to subscribe to. Choose
“sabbatical blog" and any other topics of interest to you. Feel free to
comment and discuss on line with your fellow parishioners.

"

Kate won't be reading the comments until she returns in December.

Redeeming Features
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An Invitation to Stewardship!
Dear Redeemer members,

"

My first year with you has helped me understand more fully what it means to be a steward of the
Church. I have seen this in many different expressions, and I would like to share my thoughts with
you as we enter into another important period of consideration around what we give to Redeemer.
Beginning with Stewardship Sunday on October 26 and concluding with our Ingathering Sunday on
November 23, we have an opportunity in our ongoing journey as members of the body of Christ.
The opportunity is two fold; first we can reflect on the generosity of God in our own lives, and
secondly, we are invited to make a pledge to help make our dreams for Redeemer take shape. Many
of you are familiar with our outreach ministries and the other aspects of our shared life that are
funded through our operating budget, and you will hear more in the coming weeks from members of
our Stewardship committee and other members of the community. I write to you from my particular
perspective as Assistant Rector, and for these months, clergy person in charge.

"

Jack and I have been discussing our giving a lot lately, and trying to challenge ourselves to give
more, whether to our churches or other places where God’s work is happening. These conversations
always return to the reality of our own blessings. I am intimately familiar with God’s abundant
heart. God has blessed me with so much, not least of which is the vocation of serving as a minister of
the Gospel. And I wake up everyday trying to live out my vocation in an attitude of joy for who I am
and for what I have been given. Each of us has been given life and is sustained in that life through
God's love.
Our response to God’s generosity is to do likewise, to share out of our abundance in a manner that
reflects how we have received from God’s abundant grace and love. I have seen this generosity in our
community through countless acts of giving, both in terms of time and energy, as well as in financial
terms. And this expression of our Christian faith gives me great faith and confidence as we move
forward together.
I hope that you will consider making a pledge, no matter what the size. You will hear about
proportional giving in the coming weeks, and I encourage you to
prayerfully consider what you are able to give to the Church of Our
Redeemer, as a percentage of your financial resources. Together
our pledges, along with other sources of income, and the many
other treasures that we contribute, make Redeemer a place where
we see our shared vision take shape.

"

Thank you for taking the time to read this, and for all that you give
to make our community a vibrant part of the Body of Christ.

"

Yours in Faith,

Andrew
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Music Feature!

The Future of the Organ in Contemporary Worship: "
“So, where do YOU stand?”"
by Bernadette Colley

You may recall that in early summer I
participated as an invited panelist in a session at
Boston’s National Convention of the American Guild
of Organists, entitled “The Future of the Organ in
Contemporary Worship.”
http://
www.agoboston2014.org/2013/09/panel-thefuture-of-the-organ-in-contemporary-worship /I
invited the Redeemer congregation to respond to a
survey of six questions on this topic, so that I might
bring the “pew perspective” of an actual
congregation to the table. Twenty of you, very
kindly, took the time to respond to the surveymonkey questions. (Again, thanks!)

hand experience. In his advice to organists, he
emphasized the following:

"K e e p i n g

"At

our Worship Committee meeting on
September 21st, I presented the results of your
responses in their entirety to the committee, who
suggested they be shared with the wider Redeemer
community. So, we’ve decided to publish them in
this issue of Redeeming Features, [click here to read
them: http://tinyurl.com/nvhjgmq] along with a
brief summary of the results, my contribution to the
panel conversation, and the convention session
experience itself.

"I was joined by panelists Richard Clark,

who holds degrees from Berklee College of Music
and Boston Conservatory and has for 24 years
served as Director of Music and Organist at St.
Cecelia Church in Boston, and Loudon Stearns,
Berklee College Associate Professor of
Contemporary Writing and Production and
specialist in digitized instruments. Although not an
organist himself, Loudon had for this panel
discussion researched the most recent digitized pipe
organs on the market.

"Richard Clark spoke first, about the overall

music program in which the pipe organ is a context.
“Part of the challenge,” he said, “is keeping the
instrument alive in face of obstacles.” Richard
has written a good deal about the organ’s being in
“survival mode,” http://www.ccwatershed.org/
blog/2014/may/2/pipe-organ-survival-mode/)
something with which he and most of the
convention’s attendees have a great deal of first

Redeeming Features

"

the pipe organ in the
consciousness of the congregation as key,
even if it is used less frequently, for a time.
Being VERSATILE as a musician as
key not only to making money, but at times,
survival!, saying “ My Berklee education
and my diverse interests have played a huge
role with the organ’s survival at St. Cecilia—
note St. Cecilia is hosting several AGO
events!”
Developing the overall program, which,
he contends, strengthens the organ’s
presence and importance.
Doing your job with integrity in every
sense possible, helping to push your
program in every way imaginable.

Speaking between my two colleagues, I
brought to the conversation the perspective of
congregation members, and spoke about
worshiper vocabulary and its implied
meanings that we, as music directors and
organists, can absorb and embed into our
future worship planning. “In a broader sense,” I
offered, “this perspective can inform and help shape
our mission as a Guild of ‘organists,’ if we so
choose.”
Gaining and understanding the pew
perspective begs the larger question as to how we (as
individual music directors and as a collective Guild
which advocates, supports, and promotes a specific
instrument) best balance our dual roles. In other
words, we are responsible, both for being
"performers-on-this-instrument" and shapers of
meaningful worship-music experiences for our
congregations-employers, regardless of the timbre
properties of the instruments we use/hire/purchase
- acoustic, electronic, stringed, percussive,
“traditional,” "contemporary", "early" - etc. While
this tack could have steered us toward the sociology
of worship-and-music rituals, I purposely stay
focused on practical issues of interest to the
everyday of work the church musician.
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After briefly describing my data collection
and analysis process (consisting of six open-ended
questions whose responses, after two readings were
quantified along emergent themes and then grouped
into 2-3 categories for each question), I presented a
summary of the results, with the caveat that the
research exercise be viewed as a pilot of sorts for any
other Music Directors that wished to follow suit.
While the sample was neither statistically gathered
nor reliable for generalizing to a wider population, it
was large enough to lend weight and credibility to
our discussion.
Your responses were both
enlightening and informative in conveying to those
gathered
the
ways
in
which
congregants themselves express their
relationship to the pipe organ as an element
of meaningful worship.
Audience members
were interested to hear how congregation members
articulated their relationship to the organ as an
element of worship:

"

1. To what extent does the pipe organ's
inclusion as a worship component influence
the quality of your worship experience?
Answers centered on themes of:
a) Purpose/Substance, e.g. organ viewed as a
connector to “worship” “church” “history”
b) Degree: e.g. ranging from organ greatly
enhances, to not enhances, to detracts
c) Reasons, e.g. adjectives associated with organ
such as “Meditative, Rich, Beautiful, Powerful,
Humble, Full, Awesome, Majestic, Prayerful,
and Quiet”

"

2. Describe the best and worst aspects of
having the pipe organ, or an alternative
instrument, (piano or guitar); accompany
hymns in worship services...
a) Regarding the pipe organ –
i. Best: Organ’s timbre; history; good for “old
hymns”; its “power” or “fullness”
ii. Worst: Organ is: too loud; too expensive; can
be muddled/slow
b) Regarding the piano and/or guitar i. Best: Both good for “contemporary” styles of,
e.g., folk, spiritual, because of their “warmth”
“intimacy” “informality”
ii. Worst: Ranging from: instruments are thin,
can’t provide as much “leadership”; no sense of
tradition; to “not suitable at ALL in church”

3. To what extent do organ solos as
preludes, instrumental interludes, and
postludes, enhance or detract from your
worship experience?
Most respondents felt instrumental solos were
an enhancement; a few said “take them or leave
them”. The functions that these serve in worship
included: communication, mood setting, music
appreciation, ritual lubrication, and allowing for
introspection with God

"4. If you could send a recommendation,

request, or piece of advice to church
organists about the future of their
profession, what would it be?
In general, messages suggested organists:
“Diversify” OR “Advocate for your instrument”
OR both.

"5. How important is it, do you feel, for

newly built worship spaces to include pipe
organs? Please explain.
Some respondents felt it essential, some not at
all, and a number said it depends on the
individual congregation’s discernment of the
issue.

"

Finally, Loudon Stearns brought a fresh
perspective to the group by presenting to us the
possibility of introducing a computer and musical
controllers into what it means to “be an organist.”
He pointed out that the organist has always been a
bit of an acrobat, i.e., the musician supporting all
situations and having a host of sonorities available
in one instrument. In fact, he said, “I would say that
the organ was the first synthesizer, a beautiful
powerful additive synthesizer capable of impressing
a crowd with its size, volume, playability, and
versatility. Well, that synthesizer has grown up; as
have computers and samplers and DJ equipment,
and performance techniques have been developed
along with them.” In closing, he characterized the
organ of the future as an “adaptation machine,” and
challenged the professional organists present to
think about the following questions, devoting a few
minutes’ elaboration to each:

""

- continued, next page…

"

Redeeming Features
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What sounds are possible with a computer,
what is it like to perform with a computer?
Can a computer be trusted? An organist has
always been a jack-of-all-trades; this [new
instrument] allows him or her to be a jack of
really ALL trades (versatile).

saying, “Bernadette, Thank you so much for
participating in today's "round table" discussion on
current worship styles. I always appreciate meeting
people like you that know how to and enjoy
"blending" worship styles. It is so important!” That’s
what’s great about conventions – you never know
where the networks and ideas will lead!

"What are the challenges of learning this

"Again, thanks to all you Redeemer folk who

technology, and maintaining this
technology? How does learning to perform
on a computer and related technology align
with the already amazing skills of an
organist?

contributed your time and thoughts to me and
fellow organists around the country.

"

"How can this technology be integrated with

- Bernadette Colley

and not overwhelm or be overwhelmed by
the pipe organ?

"What are the budget considerations in
integrating a computer?
"How can an organist incrementally
introduce a computer, including equipment
purchases and education?

"What is the best software and hardware for
an organist to explore?
"How would incorporating this technology
change the image of the organist, and in
turn the image of the church?

" "
The

question and answer session which
followed covered a myriad of topics, ranging from
how to deal with a clergy member who prohibits the
use of the pipe organ to debates about what
constitutes “contemporary” vs. “traditional” vs.
“blended” worship. (Personally, I don’t use the term
“contemporary worship”). The audience came from
various parts of the country, so it was interesting to
hear how regional differences and local musical
genres work their way into church music.

"Todd Grivetti, an organist from Ashburn,

Virginia emailed me after the convention, asking for
a copy of the survey-monkey survey and link,
because he wanted to send it to his parish, too,

"
"
"

Redeeming Features
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Adult Formation News!
This October we are hosting a variety of adult forums covering topics of mission, prayer, justice
and stewardship. And each of these topics are going to be led by different members of our
community.

"

OCT. 5: El Hogar Team
Our Redeemer mission team that traveled to Honduras this summer will be reporting back on
their travels. For eight years our community has been in relationship with El Hogar de Amor y
Esperanza, and members of our most recent group to visit the Farm will tell us about their
experience, jeans and soccer gear included.

"

OCT. 12: "Poetry is Like a Prayer; a Workshop to explore Poetry and Spirituality"
Parishioner-poet Mary Ucci will lead this workshop in the downstairs meeting room. Mary will
share her artistic and spiritual gifts with us. A perfect way to enjoy the long Columbus Day
Weekend!

"

OCT. 19 (Mission Sunday): Nicole Locher and/or Laura Derby from Lift-Up Lexington
This Mission Sunday we will be joined by local leaders of the Lift-Up Lexington group, which has
been working to offer care and resources for the transitional families being housed in a Lexington
motel.

"

OCT. 26 (Stewardship Sunday): the Rev. Frank Fornaro
As we mark the kick-off of our short, month long pledge campaign, our Assisting Priest Frank
Fornaro will share his experiences and reflections on stewardship, money and the church. Don’t
miss this vital offering, it might just change how you think about pledging.

"

Adult Formation begins at 11:00 AM in the Great Hall following Coffee Hour. Please join us for
refreshments, fellowship and learn more about putting your faith into action with us each Sunday
this October!

BIKE-A-THON/WALK-A-THON!
OCTOBER 26TH

"

Walk, Ride or Sponsor! The annual El Hogar
Bike-A-Thon/Walk-A-Thon will be held on
Sunday, October 26th after church. Walkers and
Riders will meet at the Redeemer parking lot at
12:30 PM. Watch for details or contact Jessie
Maeck at jsmaeck@aol.com for more info!

Redeeming Features
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Mission Profile!

Lift Up Lexington
Families	
   seeking	
   shelter	
   in	
   Massachusetts	
   has	
  
nearly	
  doubled	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  few	
  years	
  from	
  2,200	
  to	
  
4,200	
   due	
   to	
   a	
   many	
   reasons.	
   	
   These	
   include	
  
economic	
   recession,	
   low	
   wages,	
   surging	
   rental	
  
prices,	
   long	
   wait	
   lists	
   for	
   subsidized	
   housing,	
  
budget	
   cuts	
   to	
   state	
   and	
   federal	
   housing	
  
assistance	
  programs,	
  a	
  low	
  supply	
  of	
  childcare	
  for	
  
working	
   mothers	
   and	
   women	
   @leeing	
   domestic	
  
abuse.	
  

"

900	
   hotels	
   are	
   being	
   used	
   throughout	
   the	
  
Commonwealth	
  as	
  emergency	
  shelters,	
  including	
  
our	
   local	
   hotel	
   in	
   Lexington.	
   The	
   families	
   who	
   are	
  
placed	
   at	
   our	
   hotel	
   by	
   the	
   Department	
   of	
  
Transitional	
   Assistance	
   (DTA),	
   which	
   is	
   under	
  
MA's	
   Department	
   of	
   Housing	
   and	
   Community	
  
Development's	
   (DHCD),	
   are	
   from	
   other	
   towns	
   in	
  
and	
   around	
   Boston,	
   many	
   from	
   South	
   Boston	
   and	
  
the	
  North	
  Shore.	
  	
  

"

HOW

CAN

YOU

H E L P ?!

Clothing Donations: Lift Up Lexington has
partnered with the Lexington based clothing
donation organization, Spin Giving, where your
used clothing can be redistributed locally to families
in need. www.spingiving.org

Redeeming Features

"

Lift	
   Up	
   Lexington	
   was	
   started	
   in	
   January	
   2014	
  
upon	
   the	
   request	
   of	
   the	
   Town	
   of	
   Lexington's	
  
Department	
   of	
   Human	
   Services	
   as	
   a	
   community	
  
outreach	
   volunteer	
   initiative	
   of	
   the	
   Lexington	
  
Interfaith	
  Clergy	
  Association	
  (LICA)	
  to	
  help	
  meet	
  
the	
   needs	
   of	
   the	
   families	
   to	
   regularly	
   access	
  
healthy	
   food,	
   supplies	
   and	
   recreational/social	
  
outings,	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   form	
   friendships	
   and	
   build	
  
community	
  with	
  them.	
  

"

Lexington	
  Interfaith	
  Clergy	
  Association	
  (LICA)	
  led	
  
by	
   Rev.	
   Kate	
   Ekrem	
   and	
   Rabbi	
   Jill	
   Perlman	
   from	
  
Temple	
   Isaiah	
   held	
   a	
   kick-‐off	
   meeting	
   in	
   January	
  
2014	
   in	
   COOR's	
   Great	
   Hall	
   with	
   interested	
  
parishioners	
   (about	
   40	
   folks)	
   from	
   all	
   of	
  
Lexington's	
   houses	
   of	
   worship.	
   	
   At	
   that	
   initial	
  
meeting	
   Nicole	
   Locher	
   along	
   with	
   Kate	
   and	
   Jill	
  
outlined	
   the	
   current	
   situation	
   of	
   the	
   homeless	
  
families	
   in	
   Lexington's	
   hotel.	
   	
   During	
   that	
  
meeting,	
   it	
   was	
   decided	
   to	
   create	
   three	
   support	
  
team	
   for	
   the	
   homeless	
   families:	
   family	
   social	
  
outings,	
   food	
   connections,	
   and	
   Sunday	
   evening	
  
community	
  meals.	
  	
  	
  

"

Donations: Lift Up Lexington has a fund through
the Lexington Interfaith Clergy Association. Please
write your checks to your congregation with “Lift Up
Lexington” in the check memo. Donations can also
be made directly to Temple Emunah, 9 Piper Road,
Lexington, MA 02421 with “Lift Up Lexington” in the
check memo."

"

These	
  families	
  are	
  placed	
  in	
  hotels	
  "temporarily"	
  
until	
   a	
   shelter	
   space	
   opens	
   up	
   for	
   them	
   in	
   their	
  
hometown/neighborhood.	
   	
  However,	
  the	
  shelters	
  
are	
   full	
   and	
   so	
   the	
   hotel	
   stays	
   have	
   become	
  
inde@inite,	
   placing	
   the	
   families	
   in	
   this	
   perpetual	
  
state	
  of	
  limbo.	
  	
  

Since	
   early	
   spring	
   of	
   this	
   year,	
   Lift	
   Up	
   Lexington	
  
has	
   helped	
   the	
   families	
   access	
   groceries	
   and	
  
supplies	
   at	
   the	
   Lexington	
   Food	
   Pantry,	
   taken	
  
them	
   on	
   social	
   outings	
   to	
   Drumlin	
   Farm,	
   the	
  
Bedford	
   Spray	
   Park,	
   Great	
   Brook	
   Farm	
   and	
  
Lexington's	
  Center	
  Playground.	
  Lift	
  Up	
  Lexington	
  
has	
   also	
   hosted	
   seven	
   Community	
   Meals	
   at	
  
houses	
   of	
   worship	
   throughout	
   Lexington,	
  
energized	
  by	
  groups	
  of	
  dedicated	
  and	
  passionate	
  
interfaith	
  volunteers.	
  	
  
-‐	
  continued,	
  next	
  page…	
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Lift Up Lexington	
  (continued)	
  

"

The	
   families'	
   spirits	
   have	
   been	
   lifted	
   by	
  
participating	
   in	
   the	
   LUL	
   activities	
   this	
   year	
   and	
  
they	
   have	
   seen	
   @irst	
   hand	
   how	
   we	
   have	
   made	
   a	
  
positive	
   impact	
   by	
   bringing	
   them	
   much	
   needed	
  
help	
   and	
   hope	
   and	
   showing	
   them	
   what	
   a	
   caring,	
  
generous	
   and	
   compassionate	
   community	
  
Lexington	
  is.	
  	
  

Families Living in Hotels
in Massachusetts!

"

• Massachusetts is a “right to shelter”

"

Up	
  Lexington’s	
  future	
  plan	
  is	
  to	
  start	
  opening	
  up	
  
the	
   Community	
   Meal	
   to	
   the	
   wider	
   at-‐need	
  
population	
   in	
   Lexington	
   who	
   are	
   at	
   risk	
   of	
  
homelessness	
  and	
  experiencing	
  food	
  scarcity.	
  We	
  
are	
   in	
   the	
   process	
   of	
   forming	
   a	
   committee	
   to	
   help	
  
plan	
  and	
  organize	
  this	
  larger	
  Community	
  Meal.	
  	
  

•
•

"

Church	
  of	
  Our	
  Redeemer	
  has	
  been	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  
Lift	
   Up	
   Lexington	
   program	
   from	
   the	
   start.	
   	
   In	
  
addition	
   to	
   hosting	
   the	
   kick	
   off	
   meeting	
   in	
  
January,	
   Redeemer	
   hosted	
   the	
   @irst	
   community	
  
meal	
  in	
  March.	
  	
  After	
  the	
  families	
  being	
  served	
  by	
  
Lift	
   Up	
   Lexington	
   shop	
   at	
   the	
   Food	
   Pantry,	
   they	
  
are	
  served	
  lunch	
  in	
  our	
  conference	
  room	
  and	
  the	
  
children	
   get	
   to	
   play	
   in	
   the	
   Lexington	
   Playcare	
  
playground	
  before	
  returning	
  to	
  the	
  hotel.	
  	
  	
  

•
•

State, so shelter must be provided
to families who present need.
Families are placed in hotels
through MA’s Department of
Transitional Assistance (DTA).
Average stay is 8 months. Many
families at our local hotel have been
there for almost 2 years or more.
No cooking facilities other than a
microwave and small fridge
Children cannot play outside in
parking lot.

"

"

During	
   the	
   lunch,	
   there	
   are	
   usually	
   3	
   to	
   6	
   folks	
  
from	
   LUL	
   who	
   connect	
   with	
   the	
   families	
   as	
   fellow	
  
Lexingtonians.	
   	
   For	
   the	
   families	
   it	
   is	
   an	
  
opportunity	
   for	
   them	
   to	
   get	
   out	
   of	
   the	
   strict	
  
con@ines	
   of	
   the	
   hotel	
   (especially	
   with	
   young	
  
children)	
  and	
  connect	
  with	
  other	
  folks	
  

"

Sunday	
   October	
   19	
   is	
   Mission	
   Sunday.	
  	
   Ann	
   Smith	
  
will	
   preach	
   on	
   her	
   work	
   with	
   Lift	
   Up	
   Lexington	
  
and	
  Nicole	
  Locher	
  and/or	
  Laura	
  Derby	
  from	
  Lift-‐
Up	
  Lexington	
  will	
  join	
  us	
  for	
  Adult	
  Formation.	
  

"

by	
  John	
  Bernhard	
  and	
  Nicole	
  Locher
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Vestry News

What is your vestry is working on?

"
The Vestry met on September 17 in the Great Hall joined by members of
the Stewardship Committee and the Realizing Our Vision Committee. We
received the End of Service report from Leslie Pendleton, our consultant
from the Episcopal Church Foundation, summarizing the activities and
results of the Capital Campaign to date. She reported that we exceeded our
expected goal and have pledges in hand for $854,000.
The Stewardship Committee outlined their plans for the annual fall
stewardship drive which will kick-off on October 26 with a sermon by
Reverend Fornaro, distribution of pledge envelope packets, and an after
church forum on a stewardship topic. The Vestry approved a 2014 Stewardship Resolution that they
would model good stewardship by adhering to the goals of the stewardship campaign to consider
proportional giving, increase their pledge if able, and present their 2014 pledges on kick-off Sunday.
Frank Kern reported that we are currently running a deficit of $54,502 due to unpaid pledges and
some cost overruns for personnel expenses and snowplowing. He will be encouraging parishioners to
complete their 2014 pledges in a timely fashion as we will soon begin planning for the 2015 budget.
Lance Conrad highlighted the activities of the Property Committee this month to include exterior
painting of the front and north side of the church, new lighting fixtures in the sanctuary ceiling with
energy saving LED bulbs, window washing, and a planned parish fall cleanup of the church grounds
in November.
The Building Task Group reported that an update on the current plans for the Great Hall renovation
would be given by the architect at an after-church forum on September 21. The Leadership Task
Group reported on a successful Back-to-Church ministries fair and cookout. The Community Task
Group is continuing to assess the information technology needs of the parish, clergy and staff.
Special acknowledgements were made to the Redeemer Men’s Group for the Back-to-Church cookout,
Christopher Huggins for supervising the exterior church painting and many other property issues,
and Bruce Francis for his work in designing and installing new ceiling fixtures for the sanctuary
lighting project.
The next Vestry meeting will be Wednesday, October 15 in the Handley Library.

Altar Flower Donations

"

You can sign up online, http://tinyurl.com/n57yew2 to donate
altar flowers, or at the church on the sign-up sheets located in the
hallway.

"
"
If you have any questions, please call or email Lisa Bozkurtian,

Please remember to drop-off or mail your $45 check to the
Church Office. The check is payable to Church of Our Redeemer.
781-862-6408 or office@our-redeemer.net.
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Diocesan News
Rt. Rev. Alan Gates Consecrated as the 16th Bishop of Massachusetts"

"

In a service described as both celebratory and solemn, the Rt.
Rev. Alan M. Gates was consecrated as the new bishop of
Massachusetts on September 13 at the Boston University Agganis
Arena.

"

According to the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, a massed
choir of 550-plus singers from nearly 75 parish choirs helped lead
worship, and many in attendance cited the music—ranging from
high Anglican choral tradition to gospel chorus, from the power
of a brass ensemble to the ringing tones of handbells and steel
drums—as a highlight of the day’s experience.

"

Retiring Massachusetts Bishop Tom
Shaw embraces newly consecrated
bishop Alan Gates "
PHOTO: MATTHEW CAVANAUGH

Bishop-elect Gates, wearing a simple white alb, knelt for the
prayer of consecration and the 28 participation bishops placed
their hands on his head, passing on episcopal authority in what is
believed to be an unbroken line from Christ’s apostles.
If you were unable to attend the consecration or missed some of
the media coverage of the event, you can read more about the
celebration here: http://tinyurl.com/BishopGates16.

"

An online photo gallery of the day’s proceedings can be found on
the diocese’s website here: http://tinyurl.com/Gates16Gallery.

Get ready for Diocesan Convention at Forums in October

"

"Diocesan Convention is on Saturday, Nov. 8 at St. Stephen's Memorial Church in Lynn. Four pre-Diocesan

Convention meetings in October offer an important opportunity for learning and discussion about the issues
and business to come before the convention, including resolutions and the proposed budget.
Forums are scheduled to take place from 7 to 9 p.m. on:
• Tuesday, Oct. 14 at All Saints' Episcopal Church of the North Shore (46 Cherry Street) in Danvers;
• Wednesday, Oct. 15 at St. Andrew's Church (3 Maple Street) in Framingham;
• Wednesday, Oct. 22 at the Church of the Good Shepherd (74 High Street) in Wareham; and
• Thursday, Oct. 23 at Emmanuel Church (15 Newbury Street) in Boston.

"Questions may be directed to Laura Simons at lsimons@diomass.org or 617-482-4826, ext. 406.
"
- reprinted from the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts September e-News

http://tinyurl.com/MaDioceseEnewsSept14
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"

Our Assistant Priest during Kate’s
Sabbatical, the Rev. Frank
Fornaro hosts the “Meet Frank”
Adult Forum on September 13.

Susan Emanuel visited the PryceDigbys in Basel Switzerland in
August and sent us this photo and
an update…
“Paula is finishing her BU
dissertation on monastic
communities and is singing in a
choral group.
“We went to the pharmaceutical
museum, which is fascinating in
going back to alchemy, and Tom
saw products that were the
antecedents of the Novartis
products. "
“The highlights of my short stay
was a neighborhood block party
Saturday night, and then a hike
around a small village we reached
on the tram.”"
"
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New parents Evan
and Ann Smith at
worship with their
twin sons,
Emerson and
Alanson.

Steve Burns announces the
upcoming Redeemer Habitat
for Humanity work day in
Lawrence that will occur on
Saturday, October 4.
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Ministry News!

"

Coffee Hour Volunteers
Needed for October

Sign up for coffee hour -- to help with a discreet
task like set-up, food or beverage, or clean-up."
Specific help is needed on:"
• October 5: Set-up, clean-up, or baked good"
• October 12: (Columbus Day Wekend): Set-up,
clean-up, or baked good"
• October 26: Set-up and clean up."

"

Sign up with this month's co-captains Evelyn

Redeemer Knitters"

"The Redeeming Knitters meet twice a month, once

in the morning and once in the evening. Our next
morning group meeting is Tuesday, October 7th at
9:30 am and the next evening group meeting is
Thursday, October 9th at 7:30 pm.
Bring your yarn and needles and meet in the
Handley Library. If you have any questions, please
call Susan Burkhardt at or Evelyn Hausslein,
781-861-0378.

Donate Food Staples

"

October Food of the Month
The October Food of the Month is

"

STEWS, CHILI & HASH
15 oz. cans

"

"

Please bring a donation this month;
bins are available in the side stairwell
and by the office window.

"

Take Them a Meal"

We are looking for volunteers to serve a hearty
lunch on Sundays to a parishioner, right after the
church service. If you are interested, please go to
www.takethemameal.com. "

"
The name is Barret and the password is 5150."
"
If you have any questions, please contact
Cathy Burns at 978-667-0006."

"

Thanks so much in advance!!

Visit the website to learn more:
www.lexingtonfoodpantry.wordpress.com.

Thank you!
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Calendar!
OCTOBER'2014
SATURDA
SUNDAY

4
5

MONDAY

6

TUESDAY

7

THURSDAY
SUNDAY

9
12

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
SUNDAY

13
14
15
19

MONDAY
TUESDAY
SUNDAY

20
21
26

MONDAY

27

TUESDAY

28

8:00-AM
9:30-AM
10:30-AM
10:50-AM
7:30-PM
7:30-PM
9:30-AM
7:30-PM
7:30-PM
8:00-AM
9:30-AM
10:30-AM
10:50-AM
12:00-PM
7:30-PM
7:30-PM
8:00-AM
9:30-AM
10:30-AM
10:50-AM
7:30-PM
7:30-PM
8:00-AM
9:30-AM
10:30-AM
10:50-AM
12:00-PM
1:30-PM
7:30-PM
7:30-PM
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Habitat-for-Humanity-Work-Day
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-I
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-II-G-Blessing-of-the-Animals
Coffee-Hour
Adult-Christian-Formation-G-El-Hogar-Team
Church-Community-Meeting
Property-Committee-Team-Meeting
Redeeming-Knitters
Adult-Choir-Rehearsal
Redeeming-Knitters
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-I
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-II
Coffee-Hour
Adult-Christian-Formation-G-Poetry-is-like-a-prayer
Executive-Committee-Meeting
COLUMBUS-DAY-G!Redeemer!Office!Closed
Adult-Choir-Rehearsal
Vestry-Meeting
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-I
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-II-G-Mission!Sunday
Coffee-Hour
Adult-Christian-Formation-G-Lift-Up-Lexington
Finance-Committee-Meeting
Adult-Choir-Rehearsal
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-I
Holy-Eucharist-Rite-II-G!Stewardship!Sunday
Coffee-Hour
Adult-Christian-Formation-G-Stewardship-w.-Rev.-Frank-Fornaro
Worship-Committee-Meeting
Cook-for-Bristol-Lodge
Mission-Committee-Meeting
Adult-Choir-Rehearsal
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CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER"
6 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420-5309

When online, be sure to…

VISIT the Redeemer home page!
http://our-redeemer.net

LIKE us on Facebook!
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB

"
"

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Church of Our Redeemer, are a warm and welcoming Christian
community of faith and a parish of the Episcopal Church. As members
of the worldwide community of Christians, we accept God's call to be
Christ's living presence through the celebration of the Eucharist and the
sharing of the Gospel.

"

With God's grace, we are dedicated to creating a community that listens
to one another, that encourages strong leadership and participation
among our members, and that fosters trust by recognizing each person's
gifts.

"

We are committed to ministering to one another and to nurturing our
spiritual growth so that we may go forth to serve Christ in Lexington and
other communities in which we live and work.

"
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