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Greetings from Rev. Andrew Goldhor 
We are waiting for something holy and joyous. We may have ideas and 
preconceptions of what we are waiting for, but we don’t yet know how it 
will unfold. And although the time of preparation and anticipation seems 
short, we are called to linger. To stop and ponder and marvel at what we 
have been promised, and to make ourselves ready to receive him. 

There is much on the horizon this Advent, and so much going on already 
in our lives. It most likely will require a real effort, an intentional act to 
take hold of the opportunity. The opportunity is to step out of the 
speeding current of the world to slow down, to be still, and to consider 
what it is that we are making our selves ready for. 

Our scriptural stories are a rich resource in this season, and we have 
special chances to come together and hear them in our Lessons and 
Carols service, our Wednesday noonday services, our “Blue Christmas” 
service, and our Christmas Eve services, especially the crèche service. 
These stories are familiar, and yet they are still living and breathing, 
waiting to reveal something new to us if we stop and pay attention. Let 
us travel with Mary and Joseph, come to the river with John the Baptizer, 
pray with the prophets of Israel for the gift of the Messiah. 

What is it that our church is pregnant with? What are you bearing, 
bringing into the world? Let us make ready for Emmanuel, God with us. 

Yours in Christ, 

Andrew 
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Music News

Thanks, and Kudos once again, to the Atrium Singers for their Introit on 
November 23rd, "Seek Ye First."  This lovely two-part hymn sung in its entirety 
from memory set a beautiful tone for our In-Gathering service. 

In December, as we anticipate Christ's birth during the Advent season, our 
Sunday morning services turn introspective, taking on a somewhat-ancient 
musical ambiance. We will sing the psalms, chant the Lord's prayer, and our 
Trisagion, Sanctus, and Fraction anthem - will all be plainsong from a Mass by 
Donald Hurd.  

All families and friends are invited to Redeemer's beautiful Candlelight 
Service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday December 7th at 4:00.  This 
year we feature the brass quartet Fortebrass, an expanded Adult choir with 
numerous guest singers, presenting works by Mendelssohn, Rachmaninoff, 
Besig, Pinkham, Willan, Parker, and others. The choir has been hard at work 
on this wonderfully eclectic program, and we hope that many of you will usher 
in Advent with us, because there are many congregational hymns to sing as 
well!.  

As always we welcome you, and family members who may be home for the 
holidays, to join the Adult Choir for our Christmas Eve service on Wednesday, 
December 24th. Rehearsals are Tuesdays from 7:30-9:00, and on Christmas 
Eve at 7:00 prior to the 8:00 service.   On Christmas Eve - both the family 
creche service at 4:00 and the later service at 8:00 will be preceded by a 
fifteen minute carol-sing beginning at 3:45 and 7:45, respectively.

Bernadette D. Colley
Director of Music

"Singers ALL" opportunity

Adjunct Singers are welcome to join our adult choir for the 8:00 
Christmas Eve service. Music can be obtained ahead of time, and 
rehearsal is at 7:00 p.m. 
prior to the service.  

Please let Bernadette or a 
choir member know if you 
would like to join us.

http://www.our-redeemer.net
mailto:RF@our-redeemer.net
http://our-redeemer.net
mailto:RF@our-redeemer.net
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Noon Day Eucharist - Wednesday, December 3, 10 & 17 
Every Wednesday of the season, there is a Noon day Eucharist with Advent meditations 

Advent I - Sunday, November 30 
As we begin our season of preparation, we say thank you to the Rev. Frank Fornaro for his ministry with us 
over the past three months. Our own Michael Bousquet will preach at the 8 and 9:30 services. Following 
worship we will gather for a special potluck brunch featuring delicious food, time for fellowship and 
intergenerational Advent wreath making. 
  
Advent Lessons and Carols - Sunday, December 7, 4:00pm 
The Rector’s first Sunday back from sabbatical! Come welcome Rev. Kate back on Sunday morning (8 and 
9:30). 

In the evening enjoy our Candlelight service of Lessons and Carols featuring Redeemer’s Adult Choir, Guest 
Brass Quartet “Fortebrass” and singers in music of Pinkham, Willan, Mendelssohn, Parker, Rachmaninoff, 
and St. Saens. 

Cookies and Caroling: An Advent Evening -  Sunday, December 14, 4:00-7:00pm 
Our annual Cookies & Carols Party at the home of George and Beth Murnaghan (34 Wachusett Dr. in 
Lexington): cookie decorating at 4:00pm, dinner at 5:00pm. Join us for a wonderful gathering of good food, 
songs of anticipation and the joy of our church community. 
  
Advent Service of Healing and Remembrance - Thursday, December 18, 7:30pm 
For many of us the holidays are a challenge. Our “Blue Christmas” evening service particularly welcomes all 
those who are living with grief or sadness, with prayers for healing and the laying on of hands offered. 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal - Sunday, December 21, 10:30 -noon.   
Children of all ages are invited to join the throngs of angels, the shepherds of the field, the blessed sheep of 
the first Christmas, and more! This is the one and only rehearsal. Parts assigned and costumes distributed.   

Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24  
3:45pm    Carol Sing 
4:00pm    Crèche Service with Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist.  Ingathering of books, hats, mittens 
& scarves for The Grow Clinic. 
7:45pm    Carol Sing 
8:00pm    Festive Holy Eucharist w/ music from the Adult Choir, guest instrumentalists and singers 
  

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25  
     10:00am  Holy Eucharist (no music) 

Christmas 1 – The First Sunday of the Christmas Season  
(It’s a Season too!) - Sunday, December 28 
     8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I (no music) 
     9:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
No Christian Formation, No Nursery Care 
  
Christmas 2 - Sunday, January 4 
     8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I (no music) 
     9:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
Celebrate the arrival of the Wise Men from the East 
Christian Formation for all ages resumes 

Advent & Christmas Service Schedule

http://www.our-redeemer.net
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Mission Feature

Support our Grow Clinic ministry in December.   
The annual Holiday Party will be December 18 at Boston Medical Center and Redeemer    

Again this year, Redeemer will be helping sponsor and host the Holiday Party for the parents and children 
served by the Grow Clinic.    The party will be held on Thursday, December 18 from 2:00-5:30 pm at Boston 
Medical Center.  If you would like to help with Holiday Party by participating in any of the activities 
described below, please contact Chris Needham at 781-862-0591.  
  
How can I help? 

• Donate funds to support families served by the Clinic during the Christmas season using a Mission 
Envelope (write Grow Clinic in the memo line on your check) 

• Donate one or more read-to-me or toddler board books at the Crèche and other Christmas services 
• Bake cookies You can deliver them to Chris Needham’s house by December 17 or make other delivery 

plans with Chris   VERY IMPORTANT:  NO NUTS in the cookies 
• Bring new hats, scarves and mittens and hang them on the Mitten Tree in church by December 15.  

(Our Redeemer knitting group will also contribute hats and mittens they have knitted and will hand out 
their items as well as the mitten tree items at the party.) 

• Volunteer at the party – there will be a car pool for volunteers leaving at about 12 pm from church 
  

The Grow Clinic, http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic.htm , is located at Boston Medical Center and it 
serves families who have a baby or toddler who has been diagnosed with FTT (failure to thrive).  This is a 
very serious medical condition that occurs when I child does not receive adequate nutrition due to complex 
social and economic factors.   Redeemer has had a relationship with the Grow Clinic for over eight years and 
this is the sixth year we have been invited to help with the Holiday Party.   

by Chris Needham 

http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.our-redeemer.net
http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic.htm%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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WELCOME BACK KATE!
Please join us in welcoming back our Rector, 
Kate, after a 3-month sabbatical.   Kate’s first full 
day back in the office is December 2nd. 

Please keep her in your prayers during those first 
few days while she begins to address mail, 
emails, etc.  She will celebrate at both the 8am 
and 9:30 am services on December 7.  After the 
9:30 service, we will celebrate her during coffee 
hour.   She will be very excited to see all of you on 
Sunday, Dec. 7.   

Please continue to address any pastoral needs to 
Andrew during the first week of Kate’s re-entry. 

If you haven’t been following Kate’s blog during 
her travels to the Holy Land, you can catch up 
here:  

http://www.our-redeemer.net/category/
sabbaticalblog/ 

Kate on the Sea of Galilee at Mensa Christi, 
where the fishing disciples met the risen 
Jesus (John 21)

2015 J2A Pilgrimage
Redeemer’s J2A (Journey To Adulthood) group are 
busy planning a pilgrimage for June 2015 and you can 
follow along on the J2A blog! 

Read all about it here… 
http://www.our-redeemer.net/category/j2a/

Christmas Eve Creche Service 
Wednesday December 24 

Rehearsal:	  Sunday,	  December	  21	  ~10:45	  AM	  un<l	  noon	  

It’s	  that	  (me	  of	  year.	  Our	  4:00pm	  Christmas	  Eve	  service	  
brings	  the	  Na(vity	  to	   life,	  courtesy	  of	  the	  children	  and	  
youth	  of	   Redeemer,	   complete	  with	   angels,	   shepherds,	  
the	  Holy	  Family,	  the	  Wise	  People	  from	  afar,	  and	  more.	  
The	   service	   includes	   Christmas	   carols,	   as	   well	   as	  
tradi(onal	  hymns	  and	   readings.	  Parts	  are	  available	   for	  
any	  interested	  child	  or	  teen,	  all	  ages	  welcome.	  	  

PLEASE	   SAVE	   THE	   REHEARSAL	   DATE!	   (Sunday,	  
December	  21-‐	  During	  our	  normal	  Forma(on	  (me).	  This	  
will	   be	   the	   one	   and	   only	   rehearsal.	   Costumes	   will	   be	  
distributed	  at	  the	  rehearsal.	  

If	   you	  have	  any	  ques(ons	  please	   contact	  Rev.	  Andrew	  
(andrew@our-‐redeemer.net). 

What’s Happening

http://www.our-redeemer.net
http://www.our-redeemer.net/category/j2a/
mailto:andrew@our-redeemer.net
mailto:andrew@our-redeemer.net
http://www.our-redeemer.net/category/j2a/
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If you haven’t returned your 2015 Pledge Card, the Stewardship Committee reminds you that you still have 
time to make your pledge.  Here is a primer on pledging to help you discern your pledge…. 

Where does the church’s money come from? 
It comes from you. Unlike other denominations, we receive no financial support from outside the parish (for 
example, from the diocese).  We receive some rental income from the onsite daycare and for the use of the 
church steeple for cell phone antennas, but about 65% of our budget is funded by donations from parishioners.  

What is the church’s income used for? 
A majority of our general operating budget goes to salaries for Kate, Andrew, Bernadette, and Lisa, as well as 
the upkeep of the church building. The church’s budget is presented each year at the Annual Meeting of all 
members in January.  If you’d like a copy of the church budget, just ask any member of the stewardship or 
finance committee, or call the church office.   

What is a pledge?  
A pledge is a commitment to donate a certain amount of money to Church of Our Redeemer during a calendar 
year.  You can make a pledge by filling out a pledge card with the amount of money you intend to donate on a 
weekly, monthly or annual basis, or by emailing Lisa, the church administrator, at office@our-redeemer.net, or 
our treasurer Frank Kern at frank@mackhillfarm.org with your name and the amount you would like to 
pledge. 

A pledge is not a legally binding commitment.  You may change your pledge at any time. It is your decision. 
However, almost everyone honors the pledge that they’ve made for the year. If you need to change your 
pledge, just let our treasurer, Fred Kern, know. 

So what are those envelopes? 
Traditionally, many churches have provided envelopes to enclose contributions.  The envelopes allow 
parishioners to submit cash and have the cash tracked to count towards your annual pledge and for tax 
purposes.  Since many people simply make their pledge with checks, envelopes are not always used, because 
the checks typically provide the information needed to track pledges.  If a parishioner intends to pay a pledge 
with cash, using an envelope is necessary to track who the pledge came from (your pledge number is on each 
envelope).  Others simply prefer to use the envelope to enclose the payment, whether check or cash.  Receipts 
for pledges are received in the mail around tax season, as all pledge donations are tax deductible.  

Does everybody pledge?   
About 60% of Redeemer households currently pledge, and others give to open plate without pledging.  The 
Stewardship Committee’s goal is always to increase the number of pledging commitments.  A contribution is 
required by national church bylaws to be a voting member of the Annual Meeting.  However, even a 
contribution of a dollar per year fulfills this requirement.  
  

Stewardship

mailto:office@our-redeemer.net
mailto:frank@mackhillfarm.org
mailto:office@our-redeemer.net
mailto:frank@mackhillfarm.org
http://www.our-redeemer.net
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How much do they pledge? 
The amount of your pledge is very much a personal decision.  While our average pledge is about $3,100, our 
median pledge is $2,000.  Based on average income statistics of Lexington and surrounding communities, it 
would appear that many individuals and families pledge about 1-2% of annual income.   

The stewardship committee asks parishioners to try proportional giving, and that parishioners consider 
pledging a minimum of 3% of their annual income towards Redeemer’s operating budget, (i.e. exclusive of 
any other donations toward worthy causes taken at Redeemer).  Based on the statistics we have seen, if 
Church of Our Redeemer received a typical number of pledges and the gifts were 3% of Lexington’s median 
household income, member offerings would pay Redeemers current annual operating budget, leaving other 
sources of income to be used for outreach, etc. 

Why pledge?  Why not just put something in the plate? 
Pledging changes your relationship to Redeemer by making you a committed contributor to its operational 
budget.  Many parishioners describe pledging as a joyful and fulfilling experience of commitment.  On a 
practical level, a pledge helps you plan your budget (and helps us plan ours).  Also, by pledging, you know 
how much you can give, and a pledge is a helpful reminder of what you’ve offered to give back to your church 
community and God.  

From an administrative perspective, pledging is critical for planning the church budget. At the end of the 
pledge drive in November, our finance committee makes up the budget for the next year based on how much 
money we expect members to donate.  If you don’t pledge, we are not able to include your donation in the 
budget and don’t know how much money the church will have for salaries and other expenses.  This makes it 
very difficult to plan and be responsible stewards of our church’s finances.  Put differently, without a financial 
commitment from the parish, the church is unable to make a financial commitment to staff, etc.  

So how do I decide how much to give?  How much does the church need? 
The church’s annual operating budget is about $500,000.  However, for many people, the church’s needs are 
not really the issue when deciding how much to give.  Of course the church can use every dollar, and the more 
that is donated, the more we can grow our ministry, the more we are able to help out other charities, etc.   
  
The point of pledging is not that the church needs to get the money, but that we need to give it.  A pledge is a 
spiritual reminder that all we have comes from God and that spiritual health comes from sharing what we have 
with others.  How much you need to give is a very individual issue.  The Bible suggests giving 10% of your 
income to charity, and many people find that stretching to that level gives them a whole new perspective on 
money, trust, and God, and great sense of freedom and joy.  

We strongly urge that you give proportionally – a percentage of your income, whether it is 1% or 10%.  Sit 
down with your household budget and your income statement and see what would work for your household.  
Perhaps start with 3% with the goal of raising the percentage slightly each year.  You may even choose to give 
3% to the church and 2% to other charities you wish to support.  Try it and notice the difference it makes in 
your life!  

by Randy Bowlby, Stewardship Committee Chair 

Stewardship

http://www.our-redeemer.net
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Ministry News

Redeemer Knitters
The Redeeming Knitters meet twice a month, once 
in the morning and once in the evening. Our next 
morning group meeting is Tuesday, December 2nd 
at 9:30 am and the next evening group meeting is 
Thursday, December 11th at 7:30 pm.   
Bring your yarn and needles and meet in the 
Handley Library. If you have any questions, please 
call Susan Burkhardt at or Evelyn Hausslein, 
781-861-0378.

Take Them a Meal
We are looking for volunteers to serve a hearty lunch 
on Sundays to a parishioner, right after the church 
service. If you are interested, please go to 
www.takethemameal.com. 

The name is Barret and the password is 5150.

If you have any questions, please contact  
Cathy Burns at 978-667-0006.

Altar Flower Donations 
You can sign up online, http://tinyurl.com/n57yew2 to 

donate altar flowers, or at the church on the sign-up 
sheets located in the hallway.    

Please remember to drop-off or mail your $45 check to 
the Church Office.  The check is payable to Church of 

Our Redeemer.   

If you have any questions, please call or email Lisa 
Bozkurtian, 781-862-6408 or  office@our-

redeemer.net.

Nametags
Let's all remember to wear our name tags on Sunday, 

December 7, when Kate returns.  

If you need a name tag, please contact the office, 
office@our-redeemer.net  or Katharine Mockett at 

kmockett@aol.com.

Calling All Photographers!

Do you have photographs you took during 
2014 at Redeemer Events and Activities? 

You are invited to share your photos with 
the community by including your best 

images in the 2014 Redeemer Year-In-Review 
Slide Show to be presented at the annual 

meeting in January! 

Please send your photographs to James 
Surprenant at jmsurprenant@gmail.com 

http://www.our-redeemer.net
http://tinyurl.com/n57yew2
mailto:office@our-redeemer.net
mailto:kmockett@aol.com
http://tinyurl.com/n57yew2
mailto:office@our-redeemer.net
mailto:kmockett@aol.com
mailto:jmsurprenant@gmail.com
mailto:jmsurprenant@gmail.com


Redeeming Features Page �11 www.our-redeemer.net

DECEMBER'2014
MONDAY 1 10:00*AM Property*Committee*Meeting

7:30*PM Church*Community*Team*Meeting
7:30*PM Property*Committee*Meeting

TUESDAY 2 9:30*AM Redeeming*Knitters
7:30*PM Adult*Choir*Rehearsal
7:30*PM Education*for*Ministry

WEDNESDAY 3 12:00*PM Noon*Day*Eucharist
SUNDAY 7 SECOND*SUNDAY*OF*ADVENT

8:00*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*I
9:30*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*II

10:30*AM Coffee*Hour
10:50*AM Adult*Formation:*ROVT*Update*with*Gerry*Frank
4:00*PM Advent*Lessons*and*Carols

TUESDAY 9 7:30*PM Adult*Choir*Rehearsal
7:30*PM Education*for*Ministry

WEDNESDAY 10 12:00*PM Noon*Day*Eucharist
THURSDAY 11 7:30*PM Redeeming*Knitters
SUNDAY 14 THIRD*SUNDAY*OF*ADVENT

8:00*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*I
9:30*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*II

10:30*AM Coffee*Hour
10:50*AM Adult*Formation
12:00*PM Excecutive*Committee*Meeting
4:00*PM Cookies*&*Carols:*An*Advent*Evening

MONDAY 15 12:00*PM Noon*Day*Eucharist
7:30*PM Vestry*Meeting

TUESDAY 16 7:30*PM Adult*Choir*Rehearsal
7:30*PM Education*for*Ministry

WEDNESDAY 17 REDEEMING*FEATURERS*JANUARY*DEADLINE
7:30*PM Finance*Meeting

THURSDAY 18 7:30*PM Advent*Service*of*Healing*and*Rembrance
SUNDAY 21 FOURTH*SUNDAY*OF*ADVENT

8:00*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*I
9:30*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*II

10:30*AM Coffee*Hour
10:50*AM Adult*Formation

TUESDAY 23 7:30*PM Adult*Choir*Rehearsal
7:30*PM Education*for*Ministry

WEDNESDAY 24 CHRISTMAS*EVE
4:00*PM In*Gathering*for*Mittens,*Hats*&*Books*for*Grow*Clinic
4:30*PM Chreche*Service
8:00*PM Festive*Holy*Eucharist

THURSDAY 25 CHRISTMAS*DAY*]*Reedemer*Office*Closed
10:00*AM Christmas*Morning*Service

THURSDAY 26 BOXING*DAY*]*Reedemer*Office*Closed
SUNDAY 28 8:00*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*I

9:30*AM Holy*Eucharist*Rite*II
10:30*AM Coffee*Hour
10:50*AM Adult*Formation

TUESDAY 30 7:30*PM Adult*Choir*Rehearsal

Calendar

http://www.our-redeemer.net
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Church of Our Redeemer, are a warm and welcoming Christian 
community of faith and a parish of the Episcopal Church. As members 
of the worldwide community of Christians, we accept God's call to be 
Christ's living presence through the celebration of the Eucharist and the 
sharing of the Gospel. 

With God's grace, we are dedicated to creating a community that listens 
to one another, that encourages strong leadership and participation 
among our members, and that fosters trust by recognizing each person's 
gifts. 

We are committed to ministering to one another and to nurturing our 
spiritual growth so that we may go forth to serve Christ in Lexington and 
other communities in which we live and work. 

When online, be sure to…

VISIT the Redeemer home page!
http://our-redeemer.net

LIKE  us on Facebook!  
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB

CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER
6 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420-5309

http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB
http://our-redeemer.net
http://our-redeemer.net
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB
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