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Greetings from Rev. Andrew Goldhor 
Assist	  us	  mercifully	  with	  your	  help,	  O	  Lord	  God	  of	  our	  salva9on,	  that	  we	  
may	  enter	  with	  joy	  upon	  the	  contempla9on	  of	  those	  mighty	  acts,	  
whereby	  you	  have	  given	  us	  life	  and	  immortality;	  through	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  
Lord.	  	  Amen.	  

The calendar of the Church Year reaches its pinnacle in Holy Week. And 
the pattern of the week shifts, calling us to shift our own sense of time, 
to slow down and join with Jesus in his passion. The liturgy of the week 
invites us to move deliberately with Jesus through the Last Supper, 
through his betrayal and suffering, his being laid to rest in the tomb, and 
finally arriving on Easter Morning. 

Many of you will be familiar with the Lenten meditations offered by the 
brothers of the Society of St. John the Evangelist in Cambridge. This 
year their reflections centered around the theme of Time. Particularly as 
we enter into Holy Week my mind and soul resonate with the idea that 
time, created and blessed by God, is a gift for us. The brothers of SSJE 
remind us how easy it can be to lose track of our time, to let our 
schedules and calendars dictate how we live our lives, to forget to stop 
and take time to rest, take time to play, take time to love, take time to 
pray. 

You are invited to this Holy time with your brothers and sisters in the 
Body of Christ, the church, to enter with joy upon the contemplation of 
those mighty acts, recounted in scripture and liturgy. This may well 
prove difficult for many of us. But Holy Week is I think an interruption 
in the best sense. We are offered an opportunity to stop, to disrupt our 
patterns of busy living (or living without a sense of purpose, wasting or 
killing time) and to be present with Jesus and his disciples in the story of 
these days. 

(continued, next page…)
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This Holy Week, and in the coming Season of Easter, I pray that you 
know God's love for you, which has already conquered all the powers 
of death and sin that reside in our lives, and is still making all things  
New. 

Yours in the Peace of God, 

Andrew

Greetings (continued)

Adult Formation News

You are invited to join us after Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings for 
Adult Christian Formation.  Here is what is coming up! 

April 12 - Chris Wilson, Head of School at Esperanza 
Academy 

Once again we are honored to welcome Chris Wilson from Esperanza 
Academy in Lawrence to lead an Adult Forum. Esperanza Academy is 
a tuition-free Middle School for girls, and a Redeemer mission 
partner. In addition to leading our forum, Chris will be our guest 
preacher, and Bernadette will lead members of her choir on this 
Sunday as well.  

April 19 - NO FORMATION (school vacation) 

April 26 - The Rev. Frank Fornarro 

Frank will preach and lead our forum. This is the first of a three 
Sunday forum series on Worship, in conjunction with elements of the 
Eucharist being instructed during the service. Our first session will 
focus on the nature and role of ritual in our worship tradition, tracing 
back the ancient roots of our liturgies of Word and Table. There will 
be an opportunity to discuss how the worship life of our Redeemer 
community fits in with the larger liturgical tradition of the Church.  

The series continues on May 3 and May 10 (all sessions led by Frank). 

mailto:RF@our-redeemer.net
http://our-redeemer.net
mailto:RF@our-redeemer.net
http://our-redeemer.net
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Palm Sunday ~ March 29
We begin Holy Week by remembering Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, which was the first of the events leading 
up to his Passion and Resurrection. We commemorate his triumphal entry by processing with palm branches, 
then end the service with a dramatic reading of the Passion story. 

• 8:00 a.m  Holy Eucharist, Rite I, with reading of Passion Narrative. 
• 9:30 a.m  Holy Eucharist, Rite II with outdoor Palm Procession,  and Dramatic Reading of 

Passion Narrative
• Regular formation classes for children and youth follow the 9:30am service.

Maundy Thursday ~ April 2
At the Maundy Thursday service, we commemorate the Last Supper and the first Holy Eucharist. We also 
wash one another’s feet as Jesus washed his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, remembering Jesus’ 
commandment to acts as servants to each other.

• 7:30 p.m  Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing, & Stripping of the Altars
• 9:00 p.m. – 9:00 a.m  Overnight Vigil Remembering Gethsemane

As Jesus asked his friends in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before he died, he asks us also to “stay 
here and keep watch” [Mark 14:34b]. All are invited to spend an hour in prayer during the Vigil from the end of 
the Maundy Thursday service until the Stations of the Cross service on Friday. Books for prayer and 
meditation will be provided.

Good Friday ~ April 3
Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus. It is called “good” because of the new life brought about 
by his victory on the cross. 

• 10:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross for children (adults also welcome)  Join us to symbolically 
walk Jesus’ journey from his trial to his tomb. Hands-on prayer materials and a walk around the 
church make this an interactive prayer walk for kids and adults.

• 7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy with Solemn Collects & Veneration of The Cross  We read 
the entire story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and death and spend time praying at the foot of the cross. 
Beautiful music from our choir makes this service particularly moving and meditative.

Easter Vigil ~ April 4
This is the first service of Easter. In the Vigil, we sacramentally “pass over” from darkness to light, from 
penitence to rejoicing, from death to life. The service begins with a bonfire, the New Fire of Easter, at the 
Memorial Garden, and continues with a candle-lit procession into the church. We renew our baptismal vows, 
then joyfully celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. To many this is the most beautiful and important service of 
the entire year.

• 7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter, with Holy Eucharist and Renewal of Baptismal  Vows

Easter Sunday ~ April 5 
Celebrate Easter with choir, guest musicians, and a festive Holy Eucharist. Bring a basket for the Easter Egg 
Hunt after the 10am service.

• 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I with hymns
• 10:00 a.m Holy Eucharist, Rite II with choir, guest musicians and festive music

Please note time change from our usual Sunday 9:30am service. 
Easter Egg Hunt to follow 10:00 a.m. service  * Please bring your own Easter Basket! *
There are no Christian Formation classes on Easter Sunday.

Holy Week & Easter Worship
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Redeemer Choir’s Mary Ann Ziegler sings at the State House!
by Bernadette Colley and Evelyn Hausslein 

Kudos and Congratulations from the Adult Choir and all of us at Redeemer to soprano Mary Ann 
Ziegler who was selected as soloist to sing the National Anthem at the State House on 
March 9, 2015.  The occasion was the 37th Annual Legislative Reception, entitled “Promises to 
keep … Miles to Go” sponsored by The Arc of Massachusetts (http://thearcofmass.org/  ), and 
the Massachusetts Development Disability Commission.  More than 300 people were in attendance, 
including Governor Baker, Speaker Deleo, honorees Representative John Keenan and 
Representative Sean Garballey.  After a brief biographical introduction, Mary Ann opened the 
ceremony with her a cappella rendition of The Star Spangled Banner, without having once 
practiced in The Great Hall, and without warm up. In attendance with Mary Ann were her voice 
teacher Robert Gartside who coached her in preparation, family friend Ruth Tringo, and Evelyn 
Hausslein.  Governor Baker who heard Mary Ann’s performance, in particular, “thanked her for her 
marvelous job.” The introductory remarks which preceded Mary Ann’s performance are noteworthy 
for those in the Redeemer community who may not know Mary Ann’s story: 

At two years old, Mary Ann was diagnosed with Autism, which was rarely diagnosed at the 
time, due to little information being available. Instead of sending her to an institution as 
advised, her mother Martha Ziegler fought to make sure she received the same public education 
that other children without disabilities participated in. Mary Ann worked her way through 
school and received her high school diploma… In her free time she sings in the local church 
choir and takes singing lessons. Her brother Fred notes, “Her mother, who unfortunately 
passed away last September, would be very proud knowing she is singing the National Anthem 
at the Boston State House.” 

Those of us in the Redeemer community who knew Martha Ziegler, or attended her memorial 
service last fall, can attest to the significant role she played in the disabilities rights and advocacy 
movement in Massachusetts and, ultimately, throughout the nation.  Her mission was personal, 
heartfelt, and firm, and her influence was felt far beyond Massachusetts, during what one observer 
described as a time of “revolutionary change in the disability arena…Mary Ann proves that 
someone with autism can make remarkable progress. At the same time, Martha’s leading role in 
changing state and federal policies demonstrates the power of informed, enthusiastic parent 
involvement.”  Martha and Mary Ann’s personal and political story is poignantly told in My 
daughter, my teacher: Mary Ann, autistic in English and Spanish by Martha Hanes 
Ziegler, published by iUniverse, Inc. (2010). On page 49, Martha wrote: “When Mary Ann was 
twenty-six, she began to sing in a local choir, at the Church of Our Redeemer in Lexington center, 
where she has been warmly welcomed and fully included. She loves music of all kinds.”  

To view a video recording of Mary Ann’s March 9th performance in The Great Hall at the State 
House , go to : Massachuse t ts De ve lopme nta l Disabi l i t i e s Counci l ’ s Face book 
page www.facebook.com/MassDDCouncil

Music News

http://www.facebook.com/MassDDCouncil%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.facebook.com/MassDDCouncil%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Music News

Congratulations, 
Mary Ann!!! 

We are all so proud 
of you!!!  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Music News

Redeemer Music News for April
by Bernadette Colley 

First,  a reminder ... We are still accepting responses to the question:  What are the 10 hymns which "every 
Episcopalian should know?"   We are interested to know what you think about this question?  What would 
your "top-ten-must-know" hymns be? Take a hymnal home, spend some time with it, and return your responses to 
Bernadette  and we'll let you know the results in an upcoming Redeeming Features. 

On Easter Sunday April 5th, hymns will be a special Feast Day addition to the 8:00 service. The 10:00 service 
will feature the Atrium Singers, a festival choir, guest organist Geoffrey Wieting, soprano Mary Storandt, and 
trumpeters Jason Steim and Emily Buff. The service will end with the celebratory singing of Handel's Hallelujah 
Chorus by choir and congregation. 

The next week, on April 12th in observance of Esperanza Sunday, we will be joined by the newly formed 
"Esperanza Singers" - a chorus of 20 students grades 5-8 from Esperanza Academy in Lawrence, who will sing 
our Gloria, Anthem, and Postlude that day. Our adult choir will be "off" that morning because... 

That same afternoon, April 12th, the 9th Annual Lexington Choral Festival - originally scheduled for 
Sunday February 8, will be held at 3:00 at Hancock Church On-the-Lexington-Green. Redeemer's Adult 
Choir will be one among many singing in this grand choral event. As the Festival Finale piece this year the 
combined choirs will sing the beautiful and and ethereal "Sanctus" from Gabriel Faure's Requiem Mass.  All are 
invited, and a reception with delicious refreshments follows. 

Finally, a recommendation for musical reflection -- please take a moment, in the privacy and quiet of your 
own personal space, to view the wonderful slide show that was shown during annual meeting.  While it provided 
lovely visuals as we all ate brunch in fellowship, to view the images 
and be able to actually hear the music which was selected to 
accompany the slides as narrative is quite a powerful portrait of our 
faith community.  You can view it as a movie, and enjoy reflecting on 
our Redeemer family, at:http://youtu.be/TzIReWSU01E 

Finally, Bernadette shares announcement of two concerts 
by Boston Harmony, the unique Boston area world music choir 
in which she sings. Their annual concerts take place Friday, April 10 
at 8:00 PM at Melrose First Baptist Church,  516 Main Street, and 
Saturday, April 11 at 8:00 PM at First Congregational Church in 
Cambridge, corner of Mason and Garden Streets,  Suggested 
admission at the door is $12 for adults, $8 for students or seniors.  
For further information call (802) 426-3210.  The concert program 
presents South African songs and dances, sacred and secular music 
from Caucasus Georgia, Corsica,  and Bulgaria, traditional and 
contemporary American shape-note songs, Spanish renaissance 
songs, and Beatus Vir by French baroque composer Antoine 
Charpentier.  Now in its tenth season, the inter-generational group 
of 60 teen and adult singers is particularly notable for its ability to 
radically change its sound as it ranges through these different 
genres: from the dark and sonorous Georgian timbre to the ultra-
bright Bulgarian hard-voice, from straight-ahead shape note singing 
to the rich and mellifluous South African sound.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Don't have time for a year-long 
commitment to Music Ministry?  
Consider joining our adult choir 
just for the seasons of Lent and 
Easter. There are several extra 
services for which we welcome 

singers. These include the 
special Feast Day selections and 
G.F. Handel's Hallelujah Chorus 
on Easter Sunday, when we are 

joined by wonderful guest 
instrumentalists and singers. 

Rehearsals are Tuesday nights 
from 7:30-9:00.  

http://youtu.be/TzIReWSU01E
http://youtu.be/TzIReWSU01E
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Altar Flower Donations 

Patriots’ Day Pancake Breakfast

Mark your calendar - Monday April 20, 2015 

A great Redeemer tradition, serving a great cause and the chance to build fellowship within the church 
awaits!  The Church of Our Redeemer annual Patriots’ Day Pancake Breakfast is on Monday, April 20 and 
this event can’t happen without many volunteers.  Will you join us this year?  We are looking for volunteers to 
help – from flipping pancakes to crowd control to set-up and clean-up - all opportunities available!  

This year proceeds from the pancake breakfast will provide pre-school scholarships to local families in need 
through the Lexington Five and Under Network (LexFUN!). We look forward to partnering with LexFUN! 
volunteers and their 500+ member families to make this year's breakfast the best ever. Learn more about 
LexFUN on their website at http://www.lexfun.org.  

If you have any questions, please call or email one of the organizers (aka The Cat in the Hat and Thing 1 and 
Thing 2!): 

• Charlie Coons: 781.861.7067, coonsfamily224@yahoo.com; 
• Hao Doan: 808.554.7940, marcia.hao@yahoo.com 
• Sam Stevens: 781.271.9029, yosemite-sam@version.net 

SEE YOU THERE! 

mailto:coonsfamily224@yahoo.com
mailto:marcia.hao@yahoo.com
mailto:yosemite-sam@version.net
mailto:coonsfamily224@yahoo.com
mailto:marcia.hao@yahoo.com
mailto:yosemite-sam@version.net
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The Kalf family welcome new baby 
Anneke born on March 4!

Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry

DONATE FOOD STAPLES
 

The April Food of the 
Month is… 

Canned & Dried Legumes 
 

Please bring a donation with you to 
church this month.   

Bins are available in the side 
stairwell and by the office window.   

 
Visit the website to learn more: 

www.lexingtonfoodpantry.wordpress.com
   

Thank you!

LEXINGTON INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP MOVE

 
The	  Lexington	   Interfaith	  Food	  Pantry	  will	  be	   temporarily	   reloca:ng	  to	  
St.	  Brigid’s	  Church	  this	  summer	  while	  our	  Great	  Hall	  is	  being	  renovated.	  	  	  

So	   that	   the	   food	   pantry	  will	   not	   have	   to	   close	   down	   and	   in	   order	   to	  
save	  money	  by	  not	  hiring	  professional	  movers,	  we	  are	  looking	  for	  able-‐
bodied	  volunteers	  to	  help	  move	  the	  food	  pantry	  to	  its	  temporary	  home	  
on	  Saturday	  aHernoon	  May	  2nd	   and	  Sunday	  aHernoon	  May	  3rd.	   	  Also	  
needed	  are	  pickup	  trucks,	  vans,	  SUVs.	  	  	  

CAN YOU HELP? 
Please	  contact	  Carolyn	  Wortman	  at	  carolynwortman@verizon.net  

for	  more	  informa:on	  or	  to	  volunteer!

mailto:carolynwortman@verizon.net
mailto:carolynwortman@verizon.net
http://www.lexingtonfoodpantry.wordpress.com
http://www.lexingtonfoodpantry.wordpress.com
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Property Committee News

The winter was hard on our parking lot. You may have noticed the cones in the parking lot. The drain/catch 
basin has washed out along this structure leaving a hole and the need to repair it as soon as possible. 
  
The Property Committee has met with four paving contractors to obtain pricing on the rebuilding of the catch 
basin, patching of multiple bare areas, and also the repaving of the entire parking lot and driveway. Not all of 
the pricing is in, but enough to give us a very good idea for each of these three areas.  

Rebuild catch basin:     $03,200 
Patching of holes/worst areas:  $01,050 
Complete repaving, speed bumps, berms: $86,802 

Property Committee recommends that in May (when the asphalt plant opens and the ground is warmer) we 
repair the catch basin and do some superficial patching for a total of about $4,250. 

We further recommend we wait until the summer of 2016 to do the full resurfacing of the parking lot for 
several reasons. First, we believe that the parking lot, with the catch basin repair will withstand at least 
another year before repair must be made.  Second, it will be challenging to manage the parking lot repairs and 
the Great Hall renovation in the same year.  Last, the fund availability in the Capital Fund is anticipated to be 
adequate to complete the work if we wait until 2016. At that time we expect to have adequate funds in the 
Capital Fund. 

Capital Fund Snapshot 
Capital Fund currently including $18K from 2015 Operating:   -$78,000 
Scheduled additional contribution  from utilities savings:    -$07,000 
Recommended contribution to ROV Renovation:   -$25,000 
Cost of catch basin repair and patching:    -$04,250 
Additional 2015 capital needs:     -$05,000 
2016 operating budget allocation to Capital Fund:    -$33,800 
Scheduled 2016 contribution from utilities savings:    -$07,000  
Estimated other 2016 capital needs     -$05,000 
Capital Fund Total for 2016:      -$86,550 

Over the past few years Property has been very busy taking care of critical projects including exterior 
painting, upgrading lighting to LED’s, repairing the front steps, upgrading the heating system, and replacing 
windows. The ROV renovation is taking care of numerous capital replacement needs from our list of expected 
replacements as found in the Blue Book (capital renovations schedule for COOR), thus limiting the other 
demands on the Capital Fund. The parking lot is the next major need that we have been anticipating for some 
time. 

Also on the ‘To Do’ list this summer for this committee is repairing the shed and pruning trees around the 
parking lot.  Given the increased level of maintenance made possible by the allocations to the Capital Fund 
from the operating budget in the last several years, we do not anticipate other significant capital projects over 
the next two years. 

A special thank you to Steve Burns for his work on cleaning the dusty radiators in the LPC classrooms on two 
Saturday mornings. The staff and children are warmer now. 

by Christopher Huggins, Property Chairperson 
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The Lexington Interfaith Garden: Growing Good Food for Good Neighbors  
…starting our 6th year.  

Just across the Battle Green next to First Parish Church in the 
back yard of Carla and Tom Fortmann is the Lexington Interfaith 
Garden – a project supported by over 15 faith communities, 
including Redeemer, and overseen by Carla Fortmann, a master 
organic gardener. 

In addition to a small financial contribution from mission funds 
each year that Redeemer donates for seeds and supplies, 
Redeemer members offer their time in the garden on a few days 
each month – working with different members from different 
communities each time they go. Each season which starts in April 
and finishes in November, see hundreds of volunteers work 
together to prepare the soil, plant the seeds, weed, weed and weed 
some more, and harvest thousands of pounds of organic produce 
to the Lexington Food Pantry 

Faithful volunteers also weigh all of the donations each week, take photos and write summaries of 
the week’s activities. 

Here are some excerpts along with photos from a season of “Growing Good Food for Good 
Neighbors” that shows how we are fed in many different ways by working in the garden. Thanks to 
Amy Swanson of Hancock Church for these notes: 

April: “Volunteers from Church of our Redeemer, Hancock 
and Lexington Methodist Weather: Sunny in the mid-40s but 
with the wind, it was definitely multiple- layers-andhat kind 
of weather. Last week was all about getting the winter detritus 
out of the garden and doing other sorts of prep work, like 
mending fences and cleaning tools. The focus of this 
Saturday’s work was to spread a first layer of composted 
manure on the garden. And that we did!” …… 

May: We harvested: Asparagus , Green leaf lettuce heads, red 
leaf lettuce heads, Mint, green onions, Radishes, chives …We 
also planted two rows of green beans and did some “gentle” 
weeding. … Potatoes are planted in a trench and as they grow, 
you push more dirt around the plant to keep the potato 
growth under soil. That process of partial reburying of the 
potato plants is known as “hilling.”     (continued, next page…) 

Feature: Lexington Interfaith Garden
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June: The garden welcomed all that recent rain.  Plants looked so much taller, bushier and greener 
than when I was last there.  And reigning over all was the new “Garden Angel”.  Our scarecrow of the 
last few years needed serious repair.   Once Carla started working on it, using clothes contributed by 
Lauren, it morphed into a far friendlier sentinel…Guardian angel became garden angel, a much 
more apt name than scarecrow.  Let’s hope she is not too welcoming to our smaller, furrier friends! 

Almost 11 pounds of produce went to the Pantry this morning, including:  Strawberries, lettuce, bok 
choy, peas, radishes, rhubarb, swiss chard and the herbs mint, chives, thyme, parsley, dill and 
cilantro. 

There are many steps before produce is OK’d to go over to the Lexington Food Pantry.   Care is given 
to cleaning the produce, weighing it, and attractively packaging the trays… 

July: A good crew made this morning’s work go 
quickly. The goal was pick and deliver to the 
Lexington food pantry and then quit early. Today we 
delivered cucumbers, beans, mint, squash, zucchini, 
garlic, parsley, lettuces, Swiss chard, basil, onions, 
raspberries and blueberries, kale and beets. Mark 
reports that the harvest topped 80 pounds. That 
brings the season-to-date delivery to 333 pounds, the 
most we have delivered ever to this point in the 
season. 

Other garden notes:  Carla is still fighting the worm 
that seems to be feasting on the zucchini and summer 

squash plants. We may just pull some of the plants and try something else. 

August: Weather: High 60s and sunny. We could use some rain! 

Today’s harvest of about 140 pounds included: lettuce, spinach, parsley, beets, leeks, blueberries, 
carrots, kale, green beans, zucchini, tomatoes (3 varieties), winter squash, eggplant, basil, onions, 
chard (2 varieties), and cucumbers. 

My job today was to start picking tomatoes. With the pantry being closed next Saturday, the garden 
will be closed as well. So the strategy today was to pick all tomatoes that were showing signs of 
ripening and deliver them to the food pantry. Better to have the clients get the benefit of extra 
tomatoes today that they can have ripen on their counter, then to return 2 weeks from now and find 
overly ripe or rotten tomatoes on the vine! 

(continued, next page…) 

Feature: Lexington Interfaith Garden
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September: Today’s harvest of 147 pounds included: lettuce, tomatoes, cabbage, parsley, beets, 
broccoli, leeks, kale, zucchini, tomatoes (3 varieties), butternut squash, eggplant, basil, onions, 
chard (2 varieties), and pumpkins. 

Today we had 10 folks volunteer from Cub Scout Pack 
160. It was wonderful to have so many young hands so 
willing to help. The scouts enthusiastically pitched in 
and were also quite fascinated with Carla’s chickens and 
bees. They loved eating the stems of the Swiss Chard 
like the stems were pieces of celery. 

It was a good thing we had a few extra hands as there 
was a lot to harvest, with today being our 2nd  largest 
harvest day of the season. We have now delivered 1,380 
pounds of produce to the food pantry and only need 
another 256 pounds to break last year’s record harvest. 

There were so many zinnias harvested we couldn’t bring them all to the food pantry and each of the 
Cub Scouts brought a small bouquet home to their Moms. 

October: Crops harvested: Swiss chard, eggplant, tomatoes, green beans, cabbage, kale, broccoli, 
parsley, dill, mint, zucchini, pumpkins, butternut squash, cabbage, peppers 

It’s now easier to see that the season is winding down. Lots of different crops are still getting 
harvested each week, but there are less of them. But between the pictures of the loaded carts and list 
of what is being picked and delivered, you can still see the diversity and abundance…just not as 
much. Nothing like those July and August Saturdays of 100+ pound harvests to set unsustainable 
expectations! 

As there is time after the Saturday harvesting, we 
are starting to slowly put the garden to bed—poles 
have been taken down in the blueberry patch and 
pine needles readied for spreading there; 
nutrient-rich soil has been dug out of the compost 
bins and added to the strawberry beds; and 
winter rye seed has been spread where the 
squashes and bok choy had recently grown (the 
winter rye will be plowed over come early next 
spring to add nutrients back to the soil). 

by Janet Kern 

Feature: Lexington Interfaith Garden
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J2A Pilgrimage Fundraiser

Dear Friends, 

I am excited to share with you that the youth of the Journey to Adulthood program will 

be holding a Spring Silent Auction on May 9th. This auction will raise funds for our 9th 

and 10th grade students to participate in a transformational pilgrimage this coming 

summer. 

The Journey to Adulthood (J2A) program focuses on fostering leadership skills, both 

in church and in social settings. At the end of the two year program cycle the group 

goes on a Pilgrimage. From the time of the early Church Christians have made 

pilgrimage to holy places as a way to connect with their faith. Long before there was 

a custom of holidays or vacations, individuals within the Christian tradition have set 

out to visit "thin places", where holy events have taken place, or where God could be 

experienced in a new way. The opportunity of a pilgrimage is one of new possibilities, 

joy and laughter, and growth with one another and with the Holy. 

Our destination this year is Acadia National Park and Mt. Desert, Maine, and we hope 

that you will make it possible for us to complete the fundraising to make this event 

possible. J2A members are responsible for raising a part of the expense of the trip. 

Your participation and donations to this event will be a wonderful contribution towards 

a life changing event for the young women and men of our church. Proceeds from 

the Auction will go directly towards buying materials and to covering travel expenses 

for the trip. 

If you have any questions about the J2A program or the pilgrimage, please contact 

the Rev. Andrew Goldhor (Andrew@our-redeemer.net). Your support for our youth is a 

true gift. We ask that you keep us in your thoughts and prayers this spring and 

summer. 

The Rev. Andrew Goldhor  
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Vestry News

What is your vestry is working on? 
Your vestry has been busy since our last Redeeming Features Update! In 
addition to our overnight retreat at Bethany House on February 27 & 28 during 
which we had the opportunity to get to know each other and develop our ability 
to serve as leaders of the church together, we had a special meeting on Sunday, 
March 1 and our regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 18.  

The primary focus of the March 1 meeting was the Great Hall building project. 
Reports and memos were offered from the Building Committee, the Realizing 
our Vision Team, and the Finance Committee. The Building Committee 
provided a recommendation for the contractor, an overview of the value 
engineering that had been done to that point, and an overview of the finance 

journey. The vestry unanimously voted to approve Bowdoin Construction as the preferred contractor 
and authorized the Building Committee to give Bowdoin Construction verbal, nonbinding 
confirmation that they are the choice for doing the renovation if we can, with their help, balance our 
expenses and revenue. 

As the Handley Bequest had been considered as a possible funding source for the Great Hall 
renovation project, the vestry wanted to follow through with the intent of the previous vestry to 
establish a team with a focus on ensuring our attention to staying true to the intent of the Handley 
Bequest. At this meeting, the vestry unanimously approved the establishment of a Handley Library 
Team. This team was charged to: articulate a vision for the Handley Library that makes it a central 
and vital part of our church life; share that vision with the congregation, and decide whether and how 
the Great Hall project might help to realize it; ensure that moneys disbursed from the Handley fund 
are appropriately used to realize the Library vision; prepare motions as required for vestry to vote on 
the distribution of such funds; and communicate to the parish how we have lived into the spirit of the 
Handley bequest. The Team included: Bill Vogele, Lee Noel Chase, Lance Conrad, Peter Lund, and 
Susan Dresley. 

At both the March 1 and March 18 meetings, much attention was given to the funding of the Great 
Hall construction project. At the time of the March 1 meeting, a gap remained that needed to be filled 
in order to move forward with the project. The Realizing our Vision Team offered one possibility for 
the way in which we could get to a balanced budget. This included continuing to pursue additional 
pledges, asking parishioners to excel the payment of pledges in order to decrease possible financing 
expenses, requesting additional support from the Food Pantry, using money from the capital fund 
that was earmarked for projects that would be taken care of through the renovation, and taking a 
bridge loan in order to cover the costs as we wait for pledges to come in over a three to five year 
period. As of the March 18 meeting, much progress had been made. The Realizing our Vision Team 
had received additional pledges, the Food Pantry increased their contribution, and parishioners were 
answering the call to accelerate their payments meaning that the amount to be borrowed was 
decreasing, which was saving money in financing costs.  

- continued, next page… 
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Vestry News

In	  terms	  of	  the	  possibility	  of	  a	  Bridge	  Loan,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  and	  Realizing	  our	  Vision	  Team	  are	  
working	   together	  with	   a	  bank	   and	   the	  Diocese	   to	  determine	   the	  possibility	   of	   getting	   a	   loan	   for	   this	  
project.	   The	   Finance	   Committee	   offered	   support	   for	   moving	   ahead	   with	   construction	   contracts	   for	  
2015,	  and	  encouraged	  the	  vestry	  to	  follow	  a	  four-‐step	  process:	  reduce,	  defer,	  Kinance,	  and	  pray!	  At	  the	  
March	  18	  meeting,	   the	  vestry	  voted	   to	  delegate	   the	  Senior	  Warden,	  or	   the	   Junior	  Warden	  should	   the	  
Senior	  Warden	  be	  unavailable,	  the	  authority	  to	  negotiate	  and	  execute	  a	  loan	  agreement.	  

Also	   at	   the	   regularly	   scheduled	  March	   18	  meeting,	   the	   vestry	   heard	   the	  monthly	   Treasurer’s	   Report	  
from	  Russ	  Antonevich,	  approved	  the	  J2A’s	  silent	  auction	  fundraiser,	  and	  approved	  the	  donation	  of	  the	  
Patriot’s	  Day	  Pancake	  Breakfast	   proceeds	   for	   the	   LexFUN	  Preschool	   Scholarship	   Fund.	  We’re	   excited	  
about	   the	   way	   in	   which	   this	   donation	   brings	   together	   many	   of	   our	   church	   community	   from	   LiftUp	  
Lexington	  to	  Lexington	  Playcare	  Center	  to	  other	  children	  and	  families	  in	  the	  Lexington	  community.	  

At	   this	   meeting	   the	   vestry	   also	   voted	   to	   accept	   the	   Kindings	   of	   the	   2013	   audit	   and	   the	   Finance	  
Committee’s	   response	   letter	   and	   to	   act	   on	   the	   Kindings	   and	   recommendations.	   In	   addition,	   the	   2014	  
Audit	   Committee,	   Chris	   Needham,	   chair,	   Sam	   Stevens,	   and	   Charles	   Hornig,	   was	   appointed	   with	   a	  
unanimous	  vote.	  Ian	  Fox	  also	  provided	  an	  update	  on	  a	  possible	  bequest	  from	  long	  time	  parishioner,	  Don	  
Kendall.	  Unfortunately,	  the	  execution	  of	  the	  estate	  has	  not	  been	  a	  smooth	  one	  and	  the	  church	  has	  been	  
named,	  along	  with	  all	   the	  beneKiciaries,	   in	  a	   legal	   suit.	  The	  vestry	  voted	  unanimously	   to	  delegate	   the	  
Wardens	  the	  authority	  to	  negotiate	  and	  enter	  into	  an	  engagement	  with	  an	  attorney.	  

Finally	  on	  March	  18,	  Bill	  Vogele	  and	  Lee	  Noel	  Chase	  reported	  out	  on	  the	  work	  of	  the	  Handley	  Library	  
Team.	   The	   vestry	   accepted	   the	   Kirst	   report	   of	   the	   Library	   Committee,	  which	   included	   a	   statement	   of	  
their	  comfort	  using	  a	  signiKicant	  portion	  of	  the	  Handley	  bequest	   for	  the	  Great	  Hall	  renovation	  project	  
with	   attention	   to	   the	   way	   in	   which	   we	   continue	   to	   grow	   the	   Library	   to	   serve	   the	   community	   and	  
consider	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  we	  can	  continue	  to	  honor	  Rev.	  Handley	  and	  his	  family’s	  gift.	  	  

The	  vestry	  offers	  many	  thanks	  to	  the	  incredible	  amount	  of	  important	  and	  valuable	  work	  that	  has	  been	  
done	   by	   the	   Building	   Committee,	   led	   by	   Christopher	   Huggins,	   the	   Finance	   Committee,	   led	   by	   Jim	  
Neumann,	  and	  the	  Realizing	  our	  Vision	  team,	  led	  by	  Chris	  Needham	  and	  George	  Murnaghan,	  over	  the	  
last	  year	  and	  through	  the	  last	  month,	  particularly.	  Thanks	  also	  was	  given	  to	  Lee	  Noel	  Chase	  and	  the	  J2A	  
youth	  and	  teachers	  for	  helping	  to	  clean	  the	  kneelers	  in	  the	  sanctuary	  in	  preparation	  for	  Holy	  Week!	  

As	  you	  can	  see,	  there	  is	  a	  lot	  going	  on	  in	  our	  community!	  The	  vestry	  encourages	  you	  to	  review	  meeting	  
minutes	  and	  ask	  vestry	  members	  any	  questions	  you	  have.	  The	  next	  vestry	  meeting	  will	  be	  April	  8.	  	  
	  	  

by	  Sarah	  Conrad,	  Clerk	  of	  the	  Vestry	  
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Building Committee Update

The Building Committee, Finance Committee, Realizing Our Vision Team and Vestry have all been 
hard at work with the goal of starting our renovation of the Great Hall and installation of the 
elevator in mid-May.   

The Building Committee has selected a preferred builder, Bowdoin Construction Company, based in 
Needham.  Bowdoin gave us a favorable quote on the work, demonstrated its commitment by 
fielding a complete team, including the on-site people we will be working with during construction 
to our interview and distinguished itself from the others in its response to our requests to identify 
cost savings.  We sought and received Vestry’s authorization to negotiate a construction contract 
with Bowdoin. With Bowdoin and our architect, Gerry Frank, we are working hard to balance the 
costs of construction with the available resources in a way which will achieve the objectives we as a 
congregation have for our renovation project.  Bowdoin is comfortable with the construction 
timeframe of mid-May to end August, so this would enable us to start our “program year” in 
September with our newly renovated facilities! 

The Finance Committee and Realizing Our Vision Campaign leadership has played an important 
role in the project, as we seek to ensure we have the resources in place to fully pay for the project 
once all the pledges are collected.  In order to move forward with construction this year, we will have 
to borrow some of the money we need for construction, to be repaid as pledge payments are received 
over the next several years.  Finance has been working with our bank to arrange the loan.   However, 
the more pledges we can collect by June 30, the less we will need to borrow, and the less we will 
need to pay in interest costs.   Many members have paid some or all of their pledges already, for 
which we are very grateful and has given us the base to move forward this year.   

We would like to ask you to consider making your pledge payments as soon as possible. If you are 
already planning to pay some or all of you pledge this year, paying it by June 30 will really help us 
reduce the amount we have to borrow and the interest expenses we’ll incur, and so will paying off 
your pledge earlier than you originally indicated on your pledge card, even if it’s after construction 
starts.  We are counting on every pledge to make this project all that we want it to be, and we 
appreciate your help! Please contact our Treasurer, Russ Antonevich, or Campaign Co-Chairs Chris 
Needham or George Murnaghan to let us know of any changes to your pledge payment schedule, so 
we can factor in your plans into our financing work.   Also, if you are feeling moved to increase your 
pledge, as several have already done, this is also a great time to do it!  The Building Committee is 

making decisions about what we can include in the project based on the 
money we have available, and any increase in pledges will help greatly 
with those decisions. 

We encourage you to talk to the members of the Building Committee 
(Christopher Huggins, Bruce Francis, Lee Noel Chase, Lance Conrad and 
George Murnaghan) if you have questions or would like more information 
on our project progress.  The Building Committee is very grateful for the 
strong support across the parish for the project and is looking forward to 
celebrating our collective accomplishments in September! 

by Christopher Huggins, Building Committee 
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Announcements & Ministry Opportunities

EDITOR(S) NEEDED - EXCITING OPPORTUNITY! 

REDEEMING FEATURES is in need of a new editor to 
take the helm the summer.  The work is easy AND 
fun! 

If you the creative type and are looking for a new 
ministry at Redeemer,  please contact James 
Surprenant at jmsurprenant@gmail.com to learn more 
about this exciting opportunity.     

ESPERANZA SUNDAY!
Join Us For A Special “Esperanza Sunday” with 
the Esperanza Academy Choir on April 12th 

On April 12th we will celebrate our Mission 
partnership with Esperanza Academy.  The 
Esperanza Academy Choir, led by Bernadette, 
will sing as part of the service.    

Chris Wilson, the Head of School, will preach 
and lead an Adult Forum on how Esperanza 
A c a d e m y h e l p s d e v e l o p t h e s p i r i t u a l 
consciousness of the students, who come from 
diverse faith traditions.    

Students will join Chris at the Adult Forum to 
share their experiences at Esperanza.     

We look forward to having our whole community 
join us on this special Sunday.

COFFEE HOUR HELP
NEEDED FOR MAY

There is urgent need for assistance with coffee 
hour in May. Paula is unable to assume leadership 
for this ministry that month.   

Please contact Paula or sign up online at:  
http://vols.pt/j1RZad 

Think Spring and an Easter Egg Hunt 

We are looking for small items (e.g., stamps, 
candy, trinkets) to put into the eggs.   
Please leave your items in the designated 
box outside of the Church office.   
Thank you!

mailto:jmsurprenant@gmail.com
http://vols.pt/j1RZad
http://vols.pt/j1RZad
mailto:jmsurprenant@gmail.com
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THURSDAY 2 MAUNDY'THURSDAY
7:30'PM Holy'Eucharist,'Foot'Washing'and'Stripping'of'the'Altars

9:00'PM'G9:00'AM Overnight'Vigil'Remember'Gethsemane
FRIDAY 3 GOOD'FRIDAY

10:00'AM Stations'of'the'Cross
7:30'PM Good'Friday'Liturgy'with'Solemn'Collects'&'Veneration'of'The'Cross

SATURDAY 4 HOLY'SATURDAY
7:30'PM The'Great'Vigil'of'Easter

SUNDAY 5 EASTER'SUNDAY
8:00'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'I'with'Hymns

10:00'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'II'with'Choir,'Guest'Musicians'&'Festive'Music
11:00'AM Easter'Egg'Hunt

MONDAY 6 EASTER'MONDAY'G'Church'office'closed.
7:30'PM Church'Community'Team'Meeting
7:30'PM Property'Committee'Meeting

TUESDAY 7 9:30'AM Education'for'Ministry'G'Morning'Group
9:30'AM Redeeming'Knitters
7:30'PM Education'for'Ministry'G'Evening'Group
7:30'PM Adult'Choir'Practice

WEDNESDAY 8 7:00'PM Vestry'Meeting
THURSDAY 9 7:30'PM Redeeming'Knitters
SUNDAY 12 8:00'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'I

9:30'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'II'G'Esperanza'Sunday
10:30'AM Coffee'Hour
10:50'AM Adult'Christian'Formation'G'Christopher'Wilson/Esperanza'Academy

TUESDAY 14 9:30'AM Education'for'Ministry'G'Morning'Group
7:30'PM Education'for'Ministry'G'Evening'Group
7:30'PM Adult'Choir'Practice

SUNDAY 19 8:00'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'I
9:30'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'II

10:30'AM Coffee'Hour
MONDAY 20 PATRIOTS''DAY'G'Church'office'closed.

5:30'G'9:30'AM Patriots''Day'Pancake'Breakfast
7:30'PM Finance'Committee'Meeting

TUESDAY 21 9:30'AM Education'for'Ministry'G'Morning'Group
7:30'PM Education'for'Ministry'G'Evening'Group
7:30'PM Adult'Choir'Practice

SATURDAY 25 8:00'AM'G'11:00'AM Parish'Yard'CleanGUp
SUNDAY 26 8:00'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'I

9:30'AM Holy'Eucharist'Rite'II
10:30'AM Coffee'Hour
10:50'AM Adult'Formation'with'Rev.'Frank'Fornaro'on'Worship
12:00'PM Worship'Committee'Meeting

MONDAY 27 1:30'PM Cook'for'Bristol'Lodge
7:30'PM Mission'Meeting

TUESDAY 28 9:30'AM Education'for'Ministry'G'Morning'Group
7:30'PM Education'for'Ministry'G'Evening'Group
7:30'PM Adult'Choir'Practice

APRIL<2015

Calendar
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Church of Our Redeemer, are a warm and welcoming Christian 
community of faith and a parish of the Episcopal Church. As members 
of the worldwide community of Christians, we accept God's call to be 
Christ's living presence through the celebration of the Eucharist and the 
sharing of the Gospel. 

With God's grace, we are dedicated to creating a community that listens 
to one another, that encourages strong leadership and participation 
among our members, and that fosters trust by recognizing each person's 
gifts. 

We are committed to ministering to one another and to nurturing our 
spiritual growth so that we may go forth to serve Christ in Lexington and 
other communities in which we live and work. 

When online, be sure to…

VISIT the Redeemer home page!
http://our-redeemer.net

LIKE  us on Facebook!  
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB

CHURCH OF OUR REDEEMER
6 Meriam Street, Lexington, MA 02420-5309

http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB
http://tinyurl.com/LexRedeemerFB
http://our-redeemer.net
http://our-redeemer.net



